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PR E F A C E. 



THE number of travels which have 
been lately publifhed in England,; 
France, and Germany, render an apology ne- 
ceflary for adding one more to the lift ; an$ 
this I flatter myfelf will be beft done, by 
letting forth the defign of my taking a jour- 
ney through the northern parts of Europe, 
of above (even thoufand miles ; and by ex- 
plaining the objedts to which I particularly at- 
tended. 

About eleven years ago, I went the ufiial 
tour of Europe, which is reckoned, though 
very falfely, a finifhing of education ; I 
then vifited France, Italy, part of Spain, 
and fome territories in Germany, running 
very eagerly after every thing produced by 
the fine arts, and thinking that painting, fta- 
tuary, mufic, and the like, were the only 
obje&s worthy of notice. The purfuit, how- 
ever, of a young traveller is ufually plea- 
fure, and the acquisition of that fort of know- 
ledge, which will beft enable him to fhine 
in common converfation : but a purfuit of this 
kind will never be of real value ; and I foon 
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found that I had fpent muqh time, money, 
and attention, in order to return home, jui- 
dicioufly fpeaking, as ignorant as I went out. 
Refle&ion convinced me that there were nu- 
merous objects highly deferving attention ia 
every country which I had paffed by without 
notice ; and I regretted a journey performed 
in the rawnefs of youth, which afforded me 
{p little iiiftru&ion, 

A family lofs, which filled me with a melius 
choly I cannot yet wear off, determined me 
again to quit England, and ieek for. thai 
qmufement in travelling, which my owncounv 
Hry I fourvd would not afford. But as I had 
been through the fouthern parts of Europe, 
where, indeed, every thing has been often 
and well defcribed, and as fuch anticipated 
idea would be abfolutely deftru&ive of that 
novelty I fought by way of diffipation ; I de- 
termined to fpend fome years in journey iiig 
through the Northern Parts, which would 
probably prefent me with a new world; the 
accounts I hadreadofmoft'ofthem, bekig ei- 
ther very imperfe£t,or fo old, that every thing 
might be altered fmce the authors wlrote, ib 
that I ran no rifque of knowing tod much be- 
fore I fet out. 

With this intention I dmbarked for Hol- 
land, and ipeut fome time in examining 
v: . -^ *. ! every 
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every thing worthy of attention in all the 
the provinces of the Dutch republic, which 
I Will venture to aiTert, contain more that is 
worthy of a traveller's attention, provided he 
is fomething,more than two and twenty, than 
any part of Italy. I had the good fortune to 
procure feme very valuable intelligence there, 
by means of letters of recommendation I car- 
ried with me from England. I began my tra- 
vels with viewing and enquiring into obje&s 
of more lolidity and ufe, than I had evetr 
thought of when abroad before ; the flate of 
the Dutch trade and manufactures, the va- 
lue and produ&s of their lands, &c. demanded, 
andjiad my attention. From my firft land- 
ing, I determined to keep a journal of every 
thing I faw or heard, as well for employing 
.many idle hours, which I knew I muft have, 
a9 for the £akb of retaining the information 
which I hoped to procure. With the fame 
view, I inferted a tranflation of a paper or two 
publiflied in Holland lately, upon their trade, 
yet with no defign of publishing any thing 
myfelf. Afterwards, upon revifing my ma- 
nufcript, I let them keep their place, becaufe * 
they are fhort, and have not been tranflated 
before. 

Flanders I vifited next, and was much 

(Irucfc wjth the great exertions of good huf- 
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bandry I met with ; all which I minuted as 
accurately as a perfon is able to do, who has 
not pra&ifed the art. 

I pafled through the northern part of Ger- 
tnany, and found feveral particulars, even in 
'the dreary tra& of Weftphalia, that were in- 
ftfu&ive. In Holftein, I made fome obfer- 
vations on the management of certain lands, 
which T thought deferved attention. 
v In Denmark, I was very fortunate in 
meeting, accidentally, with a nobleman, 
Whole great works in improving the agri- 
Culture of an extenfive eftate, eftabliftiing 
; hianufaftures, bringing commerce to a port, 
ihd peopling a country, ought to render his 
"frame immortal ; by his means alfb, I gained 
^recommendations to fome perfbns of confe- 
quence at Copenhagen, and even in Sweden. 

I traverfed that very extenfive kingdom, and 
did not find the moft mountainous provinces 
'*> Barren of inftru&ion : I have recorded many 
'tmdertakings there of individuals, which do 
them no flight honour, and found feveral 
; practices among the peafants, which may be 
"of lervice even to Englifh farmers. 

Ruflia afforded me much greater informa- 
tion, refpe&ing the pre&nt ftate of the reve- 
nues, forces, power, &c. of that great em- 
r pire, thanl could hafre gained if I had not 

tra- 
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travelled through it. I belieVe the reader- 
will find feveral circumftanees of the manner 
and devaftarion of theTurkifh war, more parti- 
cularly treated here than in maby other boojkjsu 
The Ukraine, I found a mpft fertile field of 
excellent hufhandry; and entirely different 
from the idea I. had formed of a Tartar terrjK 
tory from the books whjch mention that 
country. x ..-.■-* 

The diftra&ed ftate of Poland, allowed mar 
no other opportunity, than to defcribe and 
. explain its wretched fituation. 

- My journey through the dominions of fyis 
Pruffian Majefty and the Emprefs Queen, 
brought me much better acquainted with'the, 
ftate the laft war left them in, and their abili- 
ties for engaging in another, or any other e#- 
terprize, than I could have gained by reading 
any books that have been publifhed concern-, 
ing them, of which there are fome.in Ger- 
many, and feveral in Holland. • 

It is but feldom that I have afforded any 
pages to paintings, and never unlefs tlje 
printed accounts are very erroneous. I have , 
not given much attention to buildings, tho' 
I thought it proper not entirely to overlook 
them, as they are in fome countries proofs 
of the political ftate being in good order. 
But I have never omitted any opportunities of 
B 3 making 
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n&kiiig obfervations oa the* ftate of the 
people, in every country I palled through z 
and difcovering to what caufes their happi- 
nfcfs or their miiery were owing: as alfo on the 
experiments and improvements in agriculture ; 
on the ftate of manufactures, and the progrefs 
df commerce : thefe obje&s I thought much 
foperior to others, and the more fo as they 
have in general been almoft entirely omitted 
by other travellers. 

: There is one circumftance which it is ne- 
ceffary I fhould explain : weights, coins, 
and meafures, gave me infinite trouble. In 
the rough minutes I took as I travelled, all 
the foreign terms of this fort were retained, 
but I found my journal abfolutcJy unintel- 
ligible to any body that was not extremely 
well verfed in the proportions of this fort, be- 
tween different kingdoms; this induced me 
to go v£ry regularly through the whole, and 
reduce all to Englifli weight and meafure, 
which I effected throughout the whole jour- 
ney, fo that now every thing will be intel- 
ligible ; whereas, had I informed the reader, 
that in Poland wheat yields five crutks to the 
hufching, it would be attended with no more 
ufe, than if I gave the meafores of the moon. 
I have therefore ftruck out foreign terms of 
this fort, and given the proportions as near 

as 
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as I could poffibly calculate: theru, m Eng- 
lish. ■■■:..■■. !,■.'■-.•■; •;■,:,, 

Making every where fuch numerous §»*• 
quiries into the ftate of agriculture, &c. w££ 
the occafion of my putting. myfelf to $& 
great trouble and expence of an interpreter 
that I might be able to afk any questions jl 
wanted, and underftand the anfwers that were* 
given me. I found this was a precaution? 
abfolutely neceffary in an undertaking fuch 
as I embarked in, and which no perfbn will 
be able to diipenfe with, that ever attempts 
to travel upon fuch a plan. 

I fhall now take my leave of the reader f#r 
the prefent, with only obferving,- that I have 
not been induced to make public this journal; 
by the requeft of friends, or any fuch mp+ 
tive, and therefore I think it would be di& 
ingenuous to pretend to it. Upon examining 
and reflecting on the plan I had laid down to 
xnyfelf, I thought a diligent execution of it 
would make me mafter of much ufeful knotor 
ledge,which I could not get from books ; a&4 
after I had executed it, I thought (however 
I may have failed in many points) that the 
papers might be of ufe to others as well as Co 
myfelf, and therefore determined to make 
them public. 

Bf I miift 
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I muft requeft the reader to perufe them 
with candour, and remember that it is with 
much difficulty, and no flight labour, that I 
have colle&ed them ; under which circum- 
ftances, I hope he will pardon thofe errors 
and omiflions, which I had it not in my 
power to prevent. 
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Paffage from Harwich to Helvoet — From 
Helvoet to Rotterdam — Obfervations on the 

■ Country and Method of travelling. — Defer i^ 
tion of Rotterdam. 

APRIL the 6th, 1768, I embarked on 
board the King George packet, at 
Harwich ; and, after a paflage, neither good 
nor bad, as the feamen informed us, landed 
the 8th, in the evening, at Helvoetfluys. 
I had been informed that the expences were 
under a regulation, and did not exceed a gui- 
nea each perfbn; but mine rofe, I fuppofe, 
through impofition, to three pounds eighteen 
(hillings for myfelf and fervant. When a 
man -travels, he (hould always expe£t to find 
his expences run higher than the account he 
receives ; fuch an idea is a precaution that 
will prevent his falling into inconveniences; 
and what is of equal importance to the agree- 
ablenefs of a journey, will keep him from 
inceflant quarrels ajid petty difputes with the 

lower 
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lower fort of the natives of the countries 
through which he travels; from which ? top 
many perfbns have dealt in very large abufe 
of whole nations. 

I was very fortunate during my paflage to 
meet with an Engliih gentleman, who had 
£>een feveral times in Holland ; he gave me 
many cautions for conducting myielf during 
my ftay in the Provinces, which I appre- 
hend will prove ufeful to me ; he appeared, 
however, rather too great an oeconomift; 
for if he is not peculiarly faving, I am to ex- 
pe& nothing lefs than being fleeced unmer- 
cifully; and if I make any refiftance, : am to 
look only for a brutal fiiperiority, not only 
from the inferior magitf rates, but alfb from 
,every common fellow 1 have a difpute with : 
I never was full of an idea of Dutch polite- 
riefs, but thefc opinions, I think, cannot be 
very well founded. 

Helvoet has the appearance of a little dirty 
fifhing town : the cleanline(s of the Dutch 
is very famous, but I have feen few marks of 
it there. The harbour is excellent, from its 
depth and fecurity ; the States generally have 
feveral men of war here ready for fervice : I 
obferved fix fhips, five of them large ; one 
v^as of 80 guns, one of 70, three of 60, and 
one of 40. I made enquiries concerning their 

fleet 
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fleet 'in general, and was told that tlieir High* 
Mightinefles had powerful fqtiadrons elfe- 
where. The fortifications appear to be con- 
iiJerable. 

It was in theevening when I landed, fo I had 
my fir ft fpecimen at Helvoet of a Dutch Inn ; 
they gave me fifh extremely well drefled ill 
the Englifh manner, were civil, and though 
not cheap in the bill, by no means extrava- 
gant ; the bed was not a good one, but I did 
not lay my account with meeting them fb 
good in general in Holland as at home. I 
found no difficulty in being underftood ia 
French, but when I wanted to put queftions 
to any people I met, my man was fbme- 
thing of an interpreter, having a fmattering 
of Dutch, which indeed was the beft part 
of his chara&er, and for which I hired him 
in London. 

Next morning, the 9th, I ordered a chaife 
to carry me to Briel, but was told there was 
only one in the town, and that gone another 
way towards Dordrecht. What other cori-* 
veyance is there ? A poft waggon, Sir. Very 
good ; I will" fee this waggon : Where is it ? 
Gone, Sir, at eight 6'clock. When does it 
go again ? To-morrow morning at the feme 
hour. This was very unpleafant news^ for 
the weather was not fairly agreeable, arid 
'•- - the 
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|he matter ended in walking to Briel. T left 
rpy baggage to come by the firft conveyance 
diredly to Rotterdam. 

From Helvoetto Briel is between five and 
fix miles Englifh, through a country not 
agreeable ; much of the road bad and Tandy. 
I .obferved two ploughs at work, each drawn 
t>y fix oxen ; the tillage they gave was very 
incomplete ; they defigned the land for bar* 
Jey, for which grain it feemed by no means 
m order : They ufed wheel ploughs, which 
fcrere not (b heavy as the draft would ikake 
one think. 

yi Briel, as well as Helvoet, ftands in an 
iftaad, which the Dutch call Voorn, though 
the principal town in it. It is but a poor 
fifliing place. The fortificatibns rehder it in 
ceputati&n very ftrong ; but the fineft objeft 
is the river Maefe at high water, which Is a 
mile and half over; trade feems to ftagnate 
through the neighbourhood of this flourifh- 
ingtown of Rotterdam. The air ail round 
Briel, and indeed through the whole ifland, 
is thick and foggy ; and yet, as if to add to 
die ftagnation of it, they have planted the 
town full of trees, which are in rows in the 
ftreet9, inftead of pofts : This feems very 
piejpofterous. I dined at the City of Am- 
sterdam* which is the principal inn ; had ex- 
treme 
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tf eipe fine folates ,chkkensj : and :©y fl&P faftfcfc J 
with feveral $>lates*of greens ftswqdl;: though . 
not in greafe, and a bottle of fcla&tj aftd the 
btill for myfelf and ferv^ntorae tb nine flo- 
fins, or fifteen (hillings Engliih ; here let me 
obferve, that a florin, or guilder, is twenty 
peace Englifh, and a ftiver fbmething bette* 
than a penny j twenty ftivers make one flo- 
ri*u The inn, and the accommodation, ap-* 
pears from a tranfitary view to be tolerable* 
but not equal to what I expe&ed from the 
Englifh ones. My landlord was furprized 
I fhould take Rotterdam in my way to' the 
Hague; aflured me, that travellers Itftrcflly 
crofled from Briel to Maefkndfltiys,, aafd 
tHence to Delft, and Leyden ; but as I pu& 
pofed. taking another route fouthwards :M 
Flanders, I iilenced Minheer with myreafen* 
From Briel I took my paffage in a regular 
failing boat, the distance twelve EngKife 
miles, which it performed in two hours, an& 
an half; I paid eight ftivers for myfelf, amdas; 
much for the fervant. This is travelling iat 
a very cheap, and not a difagreeable manner^ 
except the circumftance of ufing a qabbift, iA 
common, with whatsoever company may? 
happen to take places ; on many occafioij % 
this muft be odious. We pafled Maefl^dr, 
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fluys and Schiedam ; tlie banks of the Maefc 
do not give one any great idea of the country* - 

At Rotterdam I arrived late in the even- 
ing, and fixed my quarters at the Englifh 
inn on Gelders-quay ; here I met with good 
looms, excellent provifions, and a civil En- 
glifh landlord ; I informed him of my defign 
of ftaying fbme days in the city, requefting 
that I might be treated in a fair manner, pro- 
portioned to the money I fpent at his houfe, 
naming Mr. Godewynus Zaayman, a 'mer- 
chant, well known in Rotterdam, and of 
confiderable wealth, to whom I had letters 
of recommendation; intimating, that I ihould 
appeal to him, in cafe of receiving any im- 
proper treatment : he replied, I fhould find 
his houfe equal to any in England, that he 
had for his cuftomers the beft gentry that 
took the tour of Holland. I took the firft 
opportunity of waiting on M. Zaayman, and 
found him extremely friendly and polite ; he 
prefled me much to take my quarter* at his 
houle, from which I excufed my {elf, on fe- 
veral accounts ; but I dined twice or thrice 
with him during my ftay, and vjfited him 
often at other hours ; he introduced me to 
ieveral perfons, from whom I received civili- 
ties. M. Zaayman gave me much intel- 
ligence concerning the prefent ftate of Hol- 
■ •■• * nd, 
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land, in.feveral points, relative to trade and 
manufactures, that I had „xnade memoran- 
dums to enquire after, which he did in ^ 
manner that fhewed at once his readinefs to 
ioblige me, and. his excellent and penetrating 
' ynderftanding. 

Rotterdam is a large city, very populous, 
$nd elegantly fituated for trade ; it isfecond 
tp, Amfterdam alone, coqaing nearer to that 
famous emporium of trade than any port in 
JEJqgland does to London. The Maefe here 
is a very noble riyer; and canals are cut from 
it through every part of the city, .which are 
fo deep and broad, that fhipg of above 300 
toqs load and unload dire&ly into the quays, 
pn<J into the warehoufes on the banks. Tb$ 
fides of many of the canals are planted with 
fall trees, which united with the taafts and 
flags of the (hipping, and the houfes too, 
form afpe&acle that ftrikes one with its od- 
dity : . I had not f^n any thing like it, . 

I was informed thai this city had in every 
inftance but one, the advandage of Amfter- 
dam, fhips of large burthen cannot go up to 
the Jatter, but are forced to unload. Both 
the Maeie and the Texel are frozen in win* 
ter ;,but in hard feafons, the former has the 
ice broken much fooner, which is a great 
advantage in trade ; add to this, that theu 

Vol. I. C country 
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country about Rotterdam, is, as they aflert, 
far more pleafant, the air more healthy, and 
the water better than at Amfterdam ; but the 
bank of Amfterdam, and it$ being the feat 
of commercial government, overcomes all 
tbefe fuperiorities, and gives it incomparably 
the greateft trade. 

Nine tenths. of the .Britifti trade with the 
United Provinces centers at this place ; which 
is owing to the advantages of the fituation ; 
many fhip-loads of goods, configned for Am- 
fterdam, are fent hither, and go by canals to 
that city : two or three hundred fail of Bri- 
tifh veffels are fometimes in the harbour at 
once. There is alfb a confiderable fhare pf 
the Eaft India trade here, with very great 
magazines of thofe goods ; and a glafs ma- 
nufa£tory, which only works for the Eaft 
India fhips : I faw in it a vaft quantity of 
toys done in enamel, bowls, . cups, faucers, 
plates, figures, &c. many of which were in 
a grotefque ftile, and well executed ; thefe, 
they told me met with a ready fale in the 
. iflands depending on the Dutch empire in 
that region. 

Several of the ftreets are very fpacious and 
well built. Heeren-ftreet is the fineft. The 
houfes are built of hewn ftone; but the 
Boompies is more agreeable, lying along the 

Maefe, 
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Maefe, the length mare than half a mile : It 
feems like a vaft quay, on one fide is the river 
full of (hips, and on the other the ftreet 
bounded by trees, and then by very large and 
well built houfes ; here the beft company in 
the city refort, to walk and converfe, fome- 
thing in the ftile of St. James's Park, though 
it may be fuppofed much inferior. I had 
heard much of the churches in Rotterdam, 
but none of them are flriking. The Ex- 
change is a very large, and mafly building, 
which gives one a good idea of the wealth 
of the place. 

This city is very famous for having given 
birth to Erafmus ; I was fhewed with an auk- 
ward kind of oftentation, the houfe in which 
he was born : on the Great Bridge is a tole- 
rable brafs ftatue of him ; he is reprefented 
frith a flowing gown, and a cap on, and a 
book in his hand ; the pedejftal is of marble, 
inclofed with iron fails : the expreffion is not 
great. 

All forts of provifions are very dear at this 
place ; even fifli, that is good, is far from 
cheap : The Dutch are amazingly induftrt- 
ous, and all the lower clafles very frugal, or 
it would be impoffible for them to live : if 
the poor at Rotterdam were to fquander and 
drink away as much as they do in the* towns 

C 2 Of 
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of England, they would ftarve; this may 
cafily be conceived, when I inform the rea- 
der, that, during my ftay here, bread was 
never lefs than two pence half-penny a 
pound. Wine is cheaper than in England, 
but they have much that is very bad ; I could 
not live decently with one fervant at the ipn 
for lefs than twenty florins a day, which is 
iL 13s. 4d. this certainly is as dear upon the 
whole as England. 
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yourney from Rotterdam to the Hague- — De- 
f caption of that famous village — The. neigh- 
bouring Country — Agriculture — The People 
—Haerleth—To Amjlerdam. 

FROM Rotterdam, I took the way on 
the 14th, by Delft, to the Hague, in 
a treckfchuyt, or paflage boat : the diftance 
to the former of thefe places is only fix En- 
glifh miles, for which I paid for myfelf and 
fervant only twelve flivers ; thefe boats are 
very peculiar conveyances, they. go at the 
rate of three miles and a half an hour : the 
only flops they make, are at certain little 
towns, from which they expeft to take in 
frefh paflengers. It is drawn by an horfe, 
and will hold about fifteen paflengers in the 
cabbin, or covered room, with convenience; 
but the mifchief is, that the matter, or fkip- 
per, will crowd it with twenty, and ev£ii 
twenty-five, on account of the profit of the 
fares ; and indeed, I believe if he could pack 
them as clofe, he would fluff it as full as a 
C 3 barrel 
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barrel of herrings. I have read in fome 
books, that pretend to give an exaft account 
of Holland, that thefe boats are the moft 

' agreeable travelling in the world ; but I beg 
to add, in relation only to cheapnefs. I took 
this" paflkge with two and twenty other paff- 
fengers ; we are told that the paffengers may 
talk, knit, few, read, and do whatever they 
like ; which is undoubtedly true : they may 
perform all thefe agreeable fun&ions, juft in 
the manner in which they are performed in 
an Englifh ftage coach, in which fix are 
crammed, all perhaps great, fat, or opulent 
wretches, that are made only to be a plague to, 
the next on the feat. I can conceive, a ftage. 
coach half full, and none but agreeable com- 
pany in it, may prove a very agreeable con- 
veyance; but what are thefe boafted treck- 
fchuyts, when you have a dozen Dutch boors 
in them, who fetting at nought the clean- 
linefs of their country, will fpit clofe at your 
feet, whatever be your rank, and will fhew as 
little idea of civility, or even humanity, as the 
moft drunken hackney coachman at London. 
But what can be expected from a convey- 

; ance that carries one at the rate of about a 
penny a mile; if travelling is very cheap, 
very low, and vulgar people will travel. At 
London, we have ftages that go five or fis 

miles 
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miles for a (hilling, nothing fb deteftable ; 
the cheapnefs induces all the blackguards 
tvho were born to ufe their feet, not coaches, 
to become paflengers ; and a gentleman, or 
any man that has two ideas, is offended at 
th/e lownefs of the company he meets in 
them. It appears very clearly to me, that every 
thing which is cheap, ismade or managed 
with a peculiar view to thofe that are poor, 
and will in general fuit them only : It may be 
laid that men of education, genius, fcience,and 
lb forth, are often poor ; but what then ? Am 
I to be peftered with the company of half a 
fcore Dutch boors, becaufe it is probable that 
a man of genius may now and then honour 
it . with his prefeqce. But however, to do 
juftice to thefe boats, I fhall readily allow, 
that if the fare was fix-pence a mile, they 
would be a moft agreeable method of travel- 
ling : They are well built, the cabbin a good 
room, with windows fo difpofed that you fee 
much of the country,. The canals are not 
only deep, but from thirty to feventy feet 
wide ; they fet qfF at regular hours, and arrive 
at the fame* 

Delft is an agreeable place, I conceive it 

to be half as large as Norwich, in England ; 

the principal objeft in it is the manufactory 

Qf earthen ware. Mr. Qeradus van Weflel- 

C 4 inck 
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inck is at prefent the principal manufacturer; 
I had a letter to him, intimating that I fhould 
be glad of fome intelligence concerning the 
prefent ftate of their fabrick ; he willingly- 
obliged me in this, but as he did not fpeak 
French, I was obliged to get an interpreter. 
He told me that their porcelane employed 
about four thoufand people, men, women, 
and children ; that the manufacture was once 
fo flourifhing as to fupport more than feven 
thoufand, but the fetting up a fabric of white 
ftone ware in England was very prejudicial 
to it, though not near fb much as the efta- 
blifhment of the Staffordfhire cream-coloured 
ware: in this refpeCt things had been fb 
changed, that Englifh ware rivalled the 
Delft, not only in the Britifh confumption, 
but even in their own city, where the faleof . 
it had alarmed the principal manufacturers fb 
much, as to induce them to apply more than 
once to the States, for a prohibition of it : 
this has not yet been granted, but very high 
duties are already laid ; the ufe of it ftill con- 
tinuing, they are now attempting the fame 
manufacture here to rival the Englifh ; but 
from the fpecimens I faw of it, I do not think 
there is any danger of their fucceeding. 

Making beer is alio a trade in which the 
people of 'Delft much employ themfelves, 

and 
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and it flourifhes v tolerably well: there was 
formerly a confiderable cloth manufafture, 
but the fetting up rivals to it in France, ia 
Lewis XlVth's time, brought it to a very Iomt 
ebb. 

From this plaoe to the Hague, the diftance , 
is but four miles ; and as the road was good, 
and chaifes commonly palling, I preferred 
that conveyance to the paffage boat. The 
whole country is one continued rich mea- 
dow. I arrived there the 1 6th. 

The Hague is a confiderable city, though 
called a village, from the ridiculous realbn of 
its not being walled. It has more of the rus 
in urbe than any place I have feen ; the ftreets 
are broad and regular, but few of them with- 
out trees ; the fquires are groves ; and the 
numerous gardens, in union of the whole* 
with the furrounding meadows, which is 
hardly ever broken by thofe dirty receptacles 
of £kh, and innumerable brick-kilns, and 
cow-yards that encompafs London, render.it 
quite country, and make it charming to> 
thofe who love thefe rural, doings in the midfl 
of a city. 

I was recommended to the Parliament of 
England, as the beft inn, and one- to which 
all perfons of any confideration relbrted. I 
found if fully anfwerable to the chara&er I 

had 
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had received : although I ^vas moderate tit 
ordering at meals, as well through oeconomy 
as a diflike at a table fully covered for a An- 
gle per fbn, yet I could not come off foj? 
lefs than two regular courfes, and feveral 
forts of excellent wine ; indeed I found it to 
little purpofe to be explicit in dire&ing wh?t 
I would have for meals, for I was ferved 
with a variety, whether I would have it or 
not ; the expences ran at about two guineas 
a day on an average ; but I entertained fome 
perfons of chara&er, in confequence of letters 
I had procured to them. There is nofatisfa&ion 
intravellingexpenfively,eipeciallyineatingand 
drinking, further than proportioned to a man's 
rank and fortune ; and I had ever entertained 
an idea, that money wasi better expended in 
purchafing the rarities, or other peculiar pro- 
ductions, as far as my purfe would allow, 
than fquandering large fums at inns, and on 
the road» It was not my defign to make any 
long ftay at the Hague, or I (hould have en* 
quired out private lodgings, and a more oeco-> 
nomical way of livings I mention thefe cir- 
cumftances as a hint to other travellers, that 
they may confider and lay their plan of refi- 
dence before hand ; for my ftay was longer, 
and confequently more expenfive, than I de- 
figned. 

In 
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In general, I had met with nothing but 
Dutch beds in Holland, that is of four or 
five feet high ; a young couple, on their wed- 
ding night, unlefs their blood is true Dutch, 
I fhould think would run the hazard of 
breaking their necks ; in truth they are fit 
only for the tnoft (bber fleepers ; but on hint- 
ing a diflike, I was (hewn to an apartment 
fitted up in the Englifh ftile. 

The ftreets at the Hague are extremely well 
paved with clinkers, that have an appearance 
of bricks, and the joints £> well made, that 
they admit of walhing like an hoiife, and the 
inhabitants (eem to vie with each other in 
this public cleahlinefs ; thofe of each houfe 
keep that bit clean which is before it ; this 
makes walking in them wonderfully agree- 
able. I obferved the fpirit of this cleanne(s 
at Rotterdam and Delft, but the pavements 
not being equally good, the effects are not fo 
vifible as here ; and here let me remark, that 
the extreme idea of keeping their houfes clean, 
of which I have fb often read uncommon ac- 
counts, feercis rather to have declined arrtong 
them. I think I have been in many houfes 
hi England, that are kept to the full as clean 
as any that I have chanced to fee in Holland ; 
but this extends, however, only to the better, 
ranks of the people, for among the low/y; 

ones 
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ones there is no comparifbn between the two 
nations : a Dutch cottage, or the houfe of ant 
inferior tradefman, with ever fd many chil- 
dren in it, is as clean as poffible; but in 
Enghnd, fuch are too often the refidence of 
filth and naftinefs. We have a female cha- 
racter among us, that is vulgularly called a 
dawdle, but fuch a charadter is not to be met 
in Holland, 

One circumftance which I have heard fbme 
of my countrymen find terrible fault with, 
is the fuel ; a fire of wood will coft as much 
at the Hague, as (even fires at London, and 
I faw no coal ; turf is the only firing, I have 
no objection to it; the abfenceof fmoak, which 
from fea coal is beaftly, and from wood death 
to ones eyes, is a great advantage ; add to 
this, that the moft ailhmatic man will find no 
inconvenience to his breath from turf. But 
as to the ftoves, and rooms heated by ftoves, 
they appear to me extremely difagreeable ; 
cuftom I fuppofe would reconcile them ; but 
the chearful fociety of a# Englifh fire far 
exceeds thefe contrivances. 

This place carries a very different appear- 
ance from any other I had feen in Holland ; bu- 
fiaefs, and making money, is one of the only 
employments and pleafiires you fee at Rot- 
terdam ; but the JHaguc has very little trade 
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going forward; to make amends for which, 
here is as much good company as at any other 
place in Europe; all foreign minifters refide 
here ; it is the court of the Prince of Orange, , 
and the meetings of the States-general are 
never held at any other place : the number 
of elegant equipages is great, and the ex- 
penfive dreffes you fee, the number of (eN 
vants, the general air of luxury and pleafure, 
all carried a very different appearance from 
any thing I had yet feen : but notwithftand- 
ing its being the refidence of fo many idle 
people, who fpend great incomes, ftill the 
Hague is mifSrably provided with public di- 
verfions. I went to a place they called the 
opera-houfe, and there met with a French 
comedy, wofiilly a&ed ; it gave me a diftafte 
of their theatre : and this is the principal 
lEoufe of amufement, which is partly fup* 
ported by the fubferiptions of foreign mini- 
fters. I was informed that operas are now and 
then performed, when fingers are to be had : 
concerts they have pretty often, and tolerabljr 
good ; the beft however are at private houfes, 
< But what I loft in the public way, I gaihed 
in the more private ; on my delivering my 
letters to feveral perfbns of fome diftin£Hon$ 
and waiting on Sir Jofeph Yorke, I was in* 
troduced to fome good -company, that contri* 

buted 
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buted greatly to make my refidence perfe&Iy 
agreeable; the parties I attended were, as I 
believe is the cafe in all the great cities in Eu- 
rope, much more to my inclinations thai* 
any entertainment I could receive in public 

The public buildings at the Hague make 
no figure ; the houfes that form the ftreets s 
.and fcjuares being in general much fuperior, 
many of thefe are great. The palace, as thejr 
call it, has feveral courts, but is a poor build- 
ing.: that of Prince Maurice, Governor of 
Brazil, is not at all ftriking. 

The Voohout is the Dutch Mall, and i* 
about as broad as that of St. James, but not 
near fo long: it was planted by the Emperor 
Charles V. there are three contiguous ways 
for coaches, and the buildings that face it 
make a good figure ; but what is very amazing, 
inftead of gravel, they have made it of cocklq 
ihells, which in treading has a vile effeft. 
This is ftrange, as gravel might be had at no 
dear rate from our Thames. Sand is the ge- 
neral fubftitute in Holland, and this alone is 
a great deduction from the beauty, or rather 
formality of their gardens. This Mall is, 
however, as much deferted as our Ring. 

The Prince Graft is a very noble ftreet, near 
half a mile long*, of a grand breadth, and as 
ftrait as an arrow ; a very fpaciqus caiiaj* 

planted 
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planted on both fides, runs along the middle 
of it, having feveral ftone bridges with iron 
balluftrades over it; the houfes, efpecially 
one fide, make a fine appearance, and the 
\vhole r in a word, is a very great ornament to 
the Hague. But it is a ftrong inftance that 
this planting of ftreets has not an effect equal 
to a fine range of buildings, unaccompanied 
with trees : a canal regularly cut through a 
very wide ftreet, faced with ftone, accords 
perfectly well with the jegularity of houfes* 
-and is a great improvement, but trees have 
nothing to do in the cafe. 

Having fpent eight days very agreeably at 
the Hague, I made an excurfion the 24th of 
April to Scheveling, a village about two miles 
off, on fhe fea coaft ; the road to it thrdugk 
the fand banks is curious. Here the company 
from the Hague come to eat fifh frefh caught, 
and fbme to bathe. The coaftisvery wellworth 
viewing, to fee the great attention and care 
that is given to keep the banks in order, to 
defend the country from the fea. On this 
beach, which is very flat and regular, was 
ufed the famous failing chariot of Stevinus, 
. which carried eight and twenty perfbns the 
afionifhing diftance of 42 miles in two hours; 
and once, by an error in him that held the 
rudder, if we may fb call it, was very near 

failing 
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failing with a full cargo into the fea, which 
was rather more than they bargained for. 
The great fuccefs of this famous machine has ? 
in different parts of Europe, produced many 
imitators ; and an hundred fchemes for con- 
ducting not only coaches and chariots, but 
alfo carts and waggons, and even ploughs* 
harrows, and rollers, by wind :* fomething 
ufeful might probably be done in it;, but 
Ibund mathematicians wanting money for 
iuch experiments, they have never gone fur- 
ther than the clplet$ of viiionaries and dab- 
blers. 

On my return in the afternoon, I took a 
walk to the Wood near the Hague, belong- 
ing to the Prince of Orange, which is fa- 
mous in Holland ; but nothing in it will in 
the leaft ftrike a perfon ufecl to the gardens 
in England : in the houfe is a fine faloon or 
ball-room, with a cupola ia the ceiling: it 
is richly ornamented with very fine pi&ures, 
many by Rubens, Vanderwerfe, Varelft, 
Schuyr, &c. 

The 25th I employed in vifiting Ryfwick, 
a palace belonging to the Prince of Orange, 
and famous for the peace concluded there. 
It is the dnly building of free ftone in the 
Seven Provinces : it is ftrongly ehvelqped ia 
wood, which <larkens every room; this paf- 

fion 
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fiOn of crouding all their houfes with wood 
is unaccountable in the Dutch. In a hilly 
bleak country, where wind and- plenty of air 
were evils, one would naturally look for this 
tafte, but it is prepofterous in a dead flat, 
in which the air is as apt to ftagnate as the 
water, and conlequently the more open the 
better.. Nothing in the palace, but a few 
good pi&ures, is worthy of obfervation. At 
Honflaerdyckj another palace belonging to 
the fame Prince, is a gallery of many very 
fine paintings, by the beft matters of the 
Flemifh fchool. Many of the lower rooms 
.are richly paved with fine marble ; and ther? 
is a clofet of the Princefs's entirely waiufcotted 
with old japan. 

The 26th I left the; Hague, and took th$ 
treckfchuyt for Ley den, being not more than 
nine miles, and paid for myfelf and fervant 
fourteen (livers: I was very fortunate in com- 
,pany, fo the mode of travelling turned out 
for this time very agreeable ; we were near 
three hours on the way. I took up my quar- 
ters at the Golden-ball, and let me here re- 
mark, as I have mentioned the inn, that I 
found the accommodation good, but dear. 
Ley den is a very large, and in general an 
-handfbme city, fortified, but not ftrongly. 
There are. few canals in it, which gives it in 
. Vol. I. D this 
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this country a peculiar appearance ; but tttft 
Water is much complained of as being bad i 
the canals they have ftagnate* and the pu* 
trid exhalations are mifchievous. 

The ftreets are long, broad, and ftrafe, 
and the houfes very well built ; the Ra* 
pe&burg ftreet is a very noble one, but not, 
as the inhabitants affured me, the fineft itt 
Europe. The great church is a very finfc 
building. Nothing in the ftadthoufe is *tor*i 
thy of obfervation, but a pi&ure of the laft 
judgment, by Luke of Le/den. Thcuniv£i> 
fity here is the moft famous in Holland, an& 
well known all over Europe for having pro* 
duced many very great men. 

I was particular in my enquiries into thfe 
ftate of the woollen manufe&ure here, which ■ 
has long been very confiderable ; the work^ 
inen confift of feveral natktas, and among 
others, feveral French refugees : the fabfick 
employs feveral thoufand men and women, 
and fbme children ; they make chiefly broad 
and narrow cloths, ferges, and camlets, but 
they are inferior to the fineft cloths of the feme 
kind made in England. I deliredtobe informed 
if this inferiority was owing to a want o£ fine 
wool, or to a want of markets ; the former 
is the account that has been given . by nu- 
merous authors, that have mentioned thefe 

•fabrics: 
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fabrics: a very intelligent, and /eemingly 
candid matter manufacturer, aflured me,' that 
they attended principally to making thofe 
cloths that met witfi the readieft fele through 
Turkey and the Eaft* Indies, Spain, andothef 
•countries; that cloths equally fine with the 
EngHfli w<ould not fell, npt from beihg 
-diiltked, but from their dearqefs : they haye 
made cloths as fine as any in ^England, and, 
Ibldvthem as cheap-as th«EngUfti,.«byt theprice, 
,&roughoutaH their foreign markets, regelates 
itheir manufa&ure. That as to wqoJ , they gQt 
much from Spain, which anfeered all the 
purpofes of fine, ibme from Great Britain and 
Ireland; but, added he, notjfc mych is %hp 
-Engliih apprehend. The coarfe,CQi#es fVom 
cGermany, and large.quaatities Frqi^i Pola*j$ 
©nd Turkey. I aifced him ho^they came to 
ibuy fine ctotbs from England to expert, as I 
well knew they did 'at Rotterdam, if th^.ir 
oyirn were in more requeft op account of 
cheapnefs ? he replied, that he meant only 
in general; that certain individuals, regard- 
-lefs of price in all the regions to which their 
fabrics were exported, would have the very 
>beft, but it -was nothing in companion with 
tthc bulk of the demand, which "was for cheap 
cloths ; arid that they found it lb much more 
advantageous to put ; only coarfe ones in their 

Da looms, 
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looms, that they readily fubmitted to pur* 
chafe the finer forts from England. 

I found they all agreed very well in com- 
plaining of the decline of trade ; they allured 
me that the manufa&ures of Leyden were, 
fifty years ago, at leaft one third more con- 
fiderable than they are at prefent, and what 
is worfe, they rather decline every day. I en- 
quired the reafon of this declenfion ; they 
told me it could only be attributed to the 
great progrefs made in manufactures in France, 
England, and Germany; that the Englifh 
rivalled them more and more every day ; that 
the fabrics of France, in titne of peace, did 
0iem much mifchief at prdfent, but in the 
laft centufy were a mortal blow to the Ley- 
den ones ; that in Germany feveral Prinzes, 
who formerly cloathed their armies entirely 
with the Dutch cloth, had lately eftablifhed 
manufactures for fupplying themfelves. 

Before I quit Leyden, I niuft offer a few 
obfervations on the country through which 
I have pafled fince I left Rotterdam : all this 
part of Holland is in general a very rich mea- 
dow, fcarcely ah arable field being any where 
feen : thefe meadows are very rich ; they 
are quite flat, on a loamy marl foil ; as near 
as I could compute, I reckon the rents 
of them to rife from forty fhiUing$ ! to fix 

pounds 
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pounds an acre, Englifh meafure. They are 
principally applied to feeding cows, of the 
large breed, which in England is called the 
Dutch, and by fome the Holderneffe cattle. 
The peafants are remarkably attentive in the 
management of their cows ; they keep them 
boufed through a Yery long winter, and as 
clean as an Englifh gentleman would his race- 
horfe : they do not effed this by means of 
much litter ; on the contrary, they ufe none 
at all ; but they make a trench of ftone or 
brick in the floor of a cow-room* fo exadtly 
placed, that the dung may fall dire&ly into it, 
which being taken regularly away, and the 
dirt of the reft of the houfe fwept into it, forms 
a good compoft ; and the faving of ftraw, 
where there is no arable land, is an obje& o£ 
capital importance. They further rub and 
curry their cows, fa as to keep them as clean 
as any horfes> which they think eflential to 
their giving much milk; and they keep their 
houfes as warm as poflible, flopping every 
crevice till the breath of the beafts makes the 
whole houfe perfectly warm ; this I think is 
a ftrange cuftom, and feems very contrary to 
nature ; but they carry this notion fo far as 
to cloath their cows in fummer, while they 
are in the meadows feeding ; this makes a 
ftrange fight* 

D 3 Befides>, 
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Befides cows, thefc paftures are fed by vift' 
herds of black cattle, which are bought by 
Dutch drovers in Holftein and Denmark; they 
are purchafed for about forty or fifty (hilliiig* 
a head, and when brought to Holland, morfe 
than an hundred miles, are fold to the Dutch 
farmers at three or four pounds a head ; and 
it is very obferveable thnt thefe meadows arfc 
fo rich that feme of the beafts will be fattened 
in fix weeks, but two months are a common 
time, and three months fufficient for the 
largcft and wof ft thriving among them. The 
butchers buy them fat, at five, fix, eight* 
and nine pounds a head ; and as an Englifli 
acre will fatten three of them, the farmer 
makes from three to fix pounds an acre for 
only a part of the year ; but this profit is not 
from hence to be calculated, his taxes and 
his rent leave him no great matter for his own 
ufe. It is aflerted that the flefh of thefe oxen 
is not fo firm, nor their hides fo ftrong, nor 
to capable of making good leather, as thofe 
of Engiifh cattle-; this h owing to the 
luxuriance of- the- food,' ]p*ftffiif>g them up ia 
two or thrfce ni&rithsy rath^r ; *fef4n : givi4>gthera 
that folid fat which fix: op^ight tfionths feffie£l 
in England :-k- ii adeotfdiagly obferved, thafc 
*dthotigh fo^e^th^.beafe.^eas-kpgfel as 
the-EBglifli ^bnftty : iy fet7 ^eir flefti isi.mat ifa 
*-- * 4 :i heavy 
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foeavy, lb that they will not weigh equally 
jivith Englifh beafts of the fame appearance. 
As the Dutch eat very little beef frefli, the 
greateft part of thefe herds are faked for the 
ufe of the (hipping, the Eaft India company 
taking off gr.eat quantities; or. dried a>nd 
finoaked in a peculiar manner for hung beefy 
wliich they export as a rarity all over Eu- 
rope. 

As I am here fpeaking of the foil, and its 
produce, it will be proper to obferve, that 
land fells dearer in the neighbpMr|jood of ]L$y-+ 
den, than, in any other plac$ in JEyjrppe, when 
applied cxnly to cultivation and not, to* builds 
ing: arable land fells for 2oaL.au acre;, three 
acres have been fold for 650.I. meadows feHs, 
at 130L an acre; but the gardens, wjbiph ara. 
very famous* bring commonly from 2$pL4o> 
310J. pound an .acre : the produifts they yi^bi 
areiiigWyYalujQd.byl^Le con^Qiff^sii^atiiig^ 
infomi*ch that Anafterdam* thqvgh at\ pine- 
tdenf 'miles *liftaiicfc,vis principally ;feppl^ 
£»m .hence* Tfe£ ga^eners $re v®ry fkiiful* 
»Qt^nly in ctpfflfag tkt^ilmi^^^mk^ 
irjxm *he plan, now purfued. by $b$ bf$-awuncfc 
liwadon^ wherd <$£$, art is i& a? high perfect 
tkra a* ia iny pfetpe? £u the wcrfld.j •'► 

for Joa©ft pcddifeasiisi vfty$u>tt»cfetf& B^i^atfy 
'{ :i ?.,iL D 4 far 



4 o TRAVELS, fie. 

for grafs, is owing to the foil, and to every 
meadow being wcii watered: from the ge- 
neral flatnefs of the vvhole, and the neigh- 
bourhood of the fea, with the numerous rivers, 
it is evidently a drained marfh or bog : being 
all either a fat marly loam, mud, or a turf 
hog; thefe are rich lolls, and with the ad- 
vantage of cattle having always water to re- 
courfe to, which the Dutch boors efteem a 
matter of great confequence both to fattening 
and milking, they perform the wonders that 
here are feen : much is owing therefore to fiich 

numbers of canals and rivers * that interfe& 

the 



* Among the rivers, it is very well known that the 
Rhine is very inconfiderable. At Leyden they fhew an 
infignificant canal, which is the real Rhine. The remark 
of a modern author, on this river, is very juft : " The 
glory of other rivers increafes proportionably to the length 
of their courfe, but this dwindles to nothing, and is ut- 

.. .terly loft before it comes to the harbour. After it has been 
forced to divide itfelf at Fort Schencken, where one half 
of its waters take the name of Wahall, the Yffel robs it 
of another part a little above Araheip ; ftill it goes on 

..to that city, though much weakened; and about twenty 

> iniies from thence, is obliged to feparate again at th^e city 
of Duerftadt. > Here, its principal branch takes a new 

, name, and is called the Leek, and the poor little ftripped 
rivulet turns to the right, retaining ftill the old name of 

. r Rhine* and paffes^on to Utrecht, where it is 4ivi<ted a 

fouith 
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meadows, and probably fbmewhat to their 
overflowing large tra&s in winter,- and leav- 
ing, it may be prefumed, fome parallel ad- 
vantages to thofe which are^ left by the Nile* 
Before I quit the neighbourhood of the 
Hague and Leyden, which are reckoned the 
politeft places in all the Provinces, and the 

- moil 



fourth time. The Vetcht breaks off that place, and takes 

its courfe to the north ; and the little thread of water, which 

is yet called the Rhine, paffes quietly to' Worden. At 

length it comes to bid its laft farewell # to Leyden, and 

faintly finiflies its courfe, by lofing the fmall remainder 

of its waters in two of three canals, without having the 

honour to enter the fea. We are .not ignorant, of the 

caufe of the Rhine's fate ; it was an earthquake, 'which 

ftook the Downs in the ninth century, and filling the 

mouth of this river, forced it to return and feek a new 

paflage. The Leek was then fcarce worth notice, but 

. the waters of the Rhine, which were driven back and 

overflowed the country, and fwelled and deepened the 

Leek's channel, and the entrance of the fea has been ever 

f'fince fhut up againft the antient courfe of the Rhine. 

Thus this poor river, which runs fuch hazards irk theLake 

of Conftance, and throws itfelf down the precipice near 

Shaffhaufen, lofts at length its reputation and waters at 

y i the 7 village of Catwick? ' *Tis related by feveralgood au- 

' ' thort/that the ttaftTbf land called Zealand, was at ; that 

tinte divided into the feveral iflands we fee now; and that 

thofe -tends, woods, and meadows, which were between 

Amfferdarri and the Texel, were overfl6wed and covered 

"With thofe waters'rfbw^fefriamihg, tfn?ki»*tt bytfcfeinimc 

: MrftheZuyderSea.'\ 
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inoft learned, both from the one being. a ieaft 
of government, and the refidence of the fo* 
reign minifters, and the univerfity of the other 
being the feat of the fciences and literatures 
let me offer the few remarks I have toade on 
the chara&ers of the people lhave yet ieen v that 
if there is any eflential difference between then> 
aodtheinhabitantsofAmfterdam,and the more 
diftant provinces, I may not confound thenu 
There is a very great national refemblance a- 
roong the lower clafles of the people ; and in*- 
deed, among all but the higheft, who fupport 
themfelves without trade, and who have tra- 
velled ; the latter are. all more or lefs French* 
or imitators of them ; they fpeak that language 
only, .drefs in the French tafte (which bjr> 
the way is not very natural among the mas&eg* 
of Holland) eat in the fame, aud give thew^> 
felves fome airs, as if they pretended .(cl ftho: 
French livelinefs and vivacity : it is very $yU 
dent, that this clafs is compofed of ilwh fflQn*$ 
grel animals, that we muft not taks vm ideas 
of the national charader from rt^.becauffe 
they carry in their very:iace; the rnari& : p£ 
l^ing but baftard Dutch*,. lM-fr»-.X€tfD&k£ 
however, that the Hague, fesmg Ml of thsfe 
Frenchified Dutchmen ; thafcplaee not being: 
Jnpported by trade, but, on tfaft.wnftV^iltta 
refidence *athfer of idkneft-.tiaiuadjiftry ; n#~ 

meroys 
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Mftroufc families refide in it that have left off 
Jrofinefs, or that Jive without its help, which, 
withtherefidence of foreign Ambaffadors, may 
eafilyaecwmtfbrthe motley appearance »ofcha- 
rafter which wc* Md m that city. It is alio 
worth obterving* that this chara&er is found 
much at Leydea* though not near fo common 
*s at the Hague, but at Rotterdam there is a 
vifible difference ; this fcale (hews plainly that 
the charadfcer and the manners of the peoplfc 
are much formed by their clofe adhering to, 
or negle&ing bufinefs. At Leyden, the uni* 
verfity draws a great number of perfbns who 
have no views of trade, and who, therefore, 
affeft the appearance and manners of the in- 
habitants ; but at Rotterdam, every creature 
is deeply engaged in commerce, and conie* 
cpently exhibit the true Dutch cha* a&er 
much more to the life. 

A cldfe unbrokm} industry feems to be^the* 
ilnong markthtttas met with in eveiy:.nn£;Tto 
application *vearies them^no;2Ccident$ divert 
th«tv; they a» attratu r e>oaly to the; raifing 
Wealthy and it ^jaftooffltingna fee the nunu: 
W of ^hefti- thlrti ' attain very gveat iortuneg, 
artii jnet <:ontinue^ali ^thpir onsriety and eageiv 
udi to get rftojeV v**h^^ >gflre* 

tfae-leaft attention m e&jvyfag taw6'thart u 
**i*f ituvl&m *&fo^&&yi r ' -Thek- confti. 
'■•»*■- ■ ■"" tutions 
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tutions are cold and phlegmatic to an amaz* 
ing degree ; a fober, dry, regular^ parfimont- 
bus way of life is habitual, and no paffion. 
feems to lurk in their bofbmi that can be 
fufficient to ruffle them : This, however, can- 
not be attributed to the love of trade fo much 
as the climate* A Dutchman is as amphibi- 
ous as a frog ; half the country is water, and 
half their time is Ipent upon the water : the 
vapours from fo much of it, and from a foil 
that is low, moift, and boggy, muft have a 
ftrong effect on the minds of the inhabitants^ 
What an aftoniihing contraft between love 
in Spain and Italy, and in Holland ! Would 
it not be amazing to tell a Neapolitan ina- 
morato, that the height of his fine frenzy was 
mere climate ; that if he lived in Holland* 
he would regard his miftrefs with * the moil 
cool friendfhip ? 

But thefe characterises are not to be 
made general to the whole people, there are 
and muft be many exceptions ; but the more 
of thefe are found, the more, I am clear, mufi: 
be taken from thofe who have travelled, or 
,from thofe who are idle. From parfimony, I 
expe&ed a more univerfal appearance than I 
met with at Rotterdam, Delft, &c. I met 
with feveral merchants and manufacturers 
who lived genteelly, and though not all iu 
^. . the 
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the French ftile* yet in much eafe, plenty, 
and evident affluence,, whild they ftuck as 
clofely to trade as if no foch marks of wealth 
were found around them. They feem to 
indulge in expence at the table, and in their 
wines ; the ililrniture, &nd fitting up of their 
houfes are other articles, and equipage, alio. 
Drefs, araufement, and fervants, . do not 
claim their attention fo much. v , 

But the true national chara&er, unmixed, 
muft be fought for among the lower clafles: 
here are to be found the fame coldnef§ of 
constitution, with no other invigoration than 
monies from much ftrong beer, gin, and to- 
bacco, all of which they take in large quali- 
ties* you fee aa unconjmoii;, And even unre- 
Jfliklec} in^uftiy* which 4s abfolufely neeef. 

■ ifery to kiep-them, where air the neceflirties 
of life are at leaft one third; dearer thatt'in 
'Eoglahd: yoiialfc find a -rough boortfhnefs 

•>m them, itetich beyond whfei is ' ittet with 
'jelfewhemy the vtery lo weft r of : the plehprle 
<will w>t pay thei'ieaffrmatfk^of perfbnal ret 
'pe& to the gtfea&ft merctvaht-iriatowTi': this 

■ is. rthe i efiaft: tof *i that ; equality' * which - flows 
- tfcri^u^varepvblicvTaiid" not^mere liberty; 

. for .the^r^^gosrerned here with three tithes 

the fe*erity that the lower people m Engknd 

:»arfe, who -have therefore more; liberty, hut 

•■•-' yet 
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yet we do not find this degree ttf boorifline<fif. 
The low people in Holland have been re^ 
proached much with being paffionate, draw** 
iag their knives <Wi one another, and vio- 
lently cruel in their inforre&iohs ; from the 
little ftay I have made here, it is but juflaefe 
to fay that I have met with fcareely any itt«- 
ilances, aqd I ftrongfy believe, that whenevA: 
they happen, it is owing to their being too 
free with gin ; for as to that -choleric heat 
and Hidden paffion met with in the fcuthe*ft 
.parts of Europe, I have not met with one 
inftance ; and yet from moving quickly about 
40 examine every thing, it is a vaft number 
-of the people I have feen. 

From Lcyden to Haerlem the diftanceis 

fifteen miles, which the 'boat performed* in 

four hours. This little voyage I took the 

30th, and went: by recommendation to the 

Golden Lion ; the inns, I again repeat, are as 

fdear as thofe in England, but 1 4o not think 

rthem comparable to ours upon the great 

.roads. The views of the country by the 

.way are not difagreeable, though you haye 

ja range of vaft turf pits, and the Lake of 

:Haerlem all the way on one fide ; but the 

.other is much diverfified with meadows, 

: which they told me are fed principally with 

:black cattle. The Lake i& * twelve mites 

long 
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long and three broad, lying between A»- 
fterdam, Leyderv, and Haerlem ; there is a 
very considerable traffic on it, fo that it is 
finely Spread with fails. It yields voft quan- 
tities of fifh. It is aftouifhing, that little 
jealouiies between the three great cities near 
this river fhould prevent their agreeing in a 
work fo v^ftly profitable, as draining it, and 
converting the whole to rich meadow; the 
water is no where more than eight feet deep, 
and all of it could be conveyed away at no 
very large expence, and the whole {pace kept 
dry. The Dutch, with whom 1 convedei 
on this fubjeft, agreed that the bufiuefc 
might very eafily be done ; but faid that 
Amfterdam, Leyden* and Haerlem, rnuft 
agree in it. 

Haerlem., like all the other cities of Hol- 
land, is furxouiided with a fhew of fortifica- 
tions ; but none that would enable it to hold 
out three days againft an army well pro- 
vided. The greets .are wide and it rait, but 
the houfes have nothiug to admire in them: 
there are many canals : the number of inha- 
bitants are reckoned at fifty thoufand. The 
-principal church.. is a very fine ftru&ure, la 
it are three organs ; and they (hew in the 
walls cannon balls now flicking, which 
-was fhot againft it by the Spaniards in the 
< *. famous 
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famous fiege of 1 5 7 2 . But' the objeds much 
the moft worthy of notice in this place are 
the manufa&ures, and the bleacheries : the 
principal trade is bleaching linen ; vaft quan- 
tities, which are made in the Provinces, and 
others from Flanders, and even Silefia, are 
bleached at Haerlera ; whole fhip-loads from 
Scotland, and Ireland, are brought hither 
for the fame purpofe. It is the quality of 
the water which has fb great an effedl ; for 
many trials have been made in England^ 
Scotland, and Ireland, where Dutch bleachers 
havebeen employed, without having the fame 
luccefs. Let it however be remembered, that 
in proportion to the whitenefs of the cloth, 
fiich will prove the (hortnefs of the wear; 
they rot as well as bleach them : this article , 
of nicety fhould therefore be confined to thofe 
cloths that are defigned merely for the ufe of 
the rich, it is pernicious to others. The 
charge of freight backwards from -Scotland, 
with that of bleaching, amounts to iod. a 
yard, which would be a monftrous addition 
to the price of any but very fine cloths. 

Befides this branch of trade, there are feve-* 
ral very confiderable manufactories, particu- 
larly the weaving of velvet, damafks, fattins, 
filk fluffs of various forts, thread, tape, &c. 
in all which they are famous : great num- 
bers 
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bers of hands are employed by them ; and 
they told me herej contrary to" what J had 
learned in the other manufacturing towns, 
that their fabrics had increafed for fome years, 
but that their bleaching trade had declined. 
Weavers, "upon an average, earn about five 
florins and an half a week, which is above 
nine Shillings : I had different accounts of 
"the number of hands employed in all the 
manufactures ; fome made them 30,000, 
others 35,000, and fome made them 43,000 ; 
but there are many employed by fome very 
confiderable breweries, which work for ex- 
portation. 

From Haerlem to Amfterdam is about 
eight or nine miles ; the boat is two hours 
and an half going ; halfway are feveral large 
fluices, of an aukward conftruCtion, which 
oblige the paflengers to walk about a quarter 
of a mile, and change boats. The canal 
runs iii an odd fituation between the lake 
of Haerlem and an k arm of the fea. May ift, 
I entered ,Amfterdam, and went immediately 
to private lodgings, which were provided me 
by a correspondent, to whom I had applied for 
that purpofe, as it was my intention to fpend 
fooie time in this city, for an opportunity to 
regard minutely whatever was moft worthy 
of obfervation. # 
Vol.L E CHAP. 
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C HA P. III. 

Amjler dam— Buildings — Remarlable ObjeZi* 
, — Inhabitants — Trade — Wealthy &c. 

AMSTERDAM. appears to no great 
advantage to a ftranger on" his firft 
coming into it, unlefs he makes his way 
through the Heeregraft, or the Keyzergmft 
ftreets,: that of Haerlem is very, long, fciut 
the fluices in the canal hurt the effect of it; 
the two former have alio canals in the jnid- 
dle of them, and are very noble ftreets ; but, 
like moft in Holland, are planted with trees. 
I obferved that fome of the canals are very 
broad, and make a fine appearance; but the 
houfes in general are not erefted in a grand 
ftile ; on the contrary, very many of them 
difgrace the areas before them : this,. though 
an evil, is in all the cities of Europe, and es- 
pecially in London. In fquares this great 
city appears to be very deficient ; they are few 
in number, and have nothing in them ftrik- 
. ing : that called the Dam is the principal % 

but 
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tut it is very irregular. It would be graced 
by the Stadthoufe, were it not For a vile old 
building that disfigures its noble front, and 
which it is a fcandal to the government to 
leave in its prefent fituation. 

But though Amftetdam* cannot boaft of 
many fine fquares, like feveral other capital 
cities, yet it contains fbme public buildings, 
that ftrike the fpe&ator with, aftonilhment 
at the magnificence to which trade has' here 
attained. I was very defirous of viewing the 
principal obje&s in the city to the bcft ad- 
vantage, and was fully gratified by the moft 
obliging attention of Mcfil Sautyn and Roie- 
velt, who rank amougft the greateft mer- 
chants here, and to whom. I brought letters. 
of recommendation ; they took, every method 
of rendering my flay agreeable, and con r 
du&ed me to moft of the principal edifices 
themfelves. Their friendly politenefs I thus 
publicly acknowledge with the greateflt plea r 
fure. 

The building, which is incomparably be- 
yond all others, is the Stadthoufe ; the front, 
as given by leveral authors, for I did not 
meature it, is 282, the depth is 232, and the 
height is 1 16 feet, befides a fmall cupola ; it 
was begun to be railed in 1648 ; the expence 
of the qdifice has been varioufly computed, 
E 2 with 
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with fuch an amazing difference, as from 
three hundred thoufand pounds, to three 
millions ; the latter muft certainly be com- 
puted according to the dirTerent value d>f mo- 
ney then and now ; but even (o* it mtift be 
vaftly beyond the truth : the former is in 
all probability much nearer the reality. The 
front of the building has nothing of tafte or 
elegance in it ; it is a heavy pile, which , 
ftrikes the fpe&ator with that idea which is 
railed by the grandeur of its magnitude ; the 
general effedt being, in my opinion, a much 
greater error in the architect's tafte than the 
want of a iuitable entrance. The infide of 
the building is fini(hed in a very noble ftile, 
confidering the purpole to which it is applied; 
fuch as a priibn, a bank, the feat of the 
Courts of Juftice, the feffions rooms, guard 
rooms, &c. The floors, walls, and pillars 
are in general of marble ; and many of the 
apartments are adorned with very fine paint- 
ings by the befr of the Flemifli mafters. The 
carving and gilding I cannot approve ; thefe 
are too light and airy ornaments for the pur- 
pofes to which the whole edifice is applied. 
In the fecond ftory is a great magazine of 
arms ; and over that, great refervoirs of water, 
with tubes to conduct it into every apart- 
ment ; and another precaution againft fire it, 

the 
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the chimneys being lined with copper. I 
went to the top of the cupola, for a view of 
the city and neighbouring country, which it 
gives in. great perfection ; commanding the 
whole fpace built, with the canals, and the 
immenfe number of (hips, in the harbour, al- 
together forming a very noble profpe£t. 

The bank of Amberdam, which is the lower 
apartment, is famous all over the world. The 
great treafure faid to be locked up in the vaults 
of this houfe, belonging to the bank, are the 
fums received in purchafe, not of bank Stock, 
but of bank transfer. This is not like that 
of London, a bank that circulates notes in 
return for cafli ; en the contrary it is a bank 
of depofit : whoever pays money here, has it 
entered in the bank books, but can never 
more demand a Shilling of it: when he wants 
to raife money, he offers to falc fo much bank 
credit, which is transferred in a moment, and 
ever teady to raife any fums upon. 

Here a natural queftion may be Stated : 
What is the ufe of iiich a bank ? the excel- 
lence of a bank of circulation is evident at 
firft fight; by circulating paper they have it 
in their pow r er to remedy numerous evils, which 
in certain Situations of affairs attend a languid 
circulation of coin : if money is too fcarce, 
fuch an institution may be able to make it 

E 3 plen- 
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plentiful ; and another great utility (at leaft 
it has been ib efteemed in England) is that of 
ifluing large quantities of paper to fupply the 
home demand for a currency, while the pre*- 
cious metals are at liberty to go abroad in 
whatever method, or on whatever bufineis* 
the merchants may find advifable, in order to 
increafe their commerce and their fortunes at 
the fame time : but, on the contrary, a bank 
of depofit is not attended with any one of thefe 
conveniences ; circulation is much impeded 
by it. The circulation of a million of guilders 
is attended with tertain advantages in the 
United Provinces, by animating induftry; 
. Suppofe this million of guilders is locked: up 
in the bank, it may be faid, they will ftill 
circulate in the books of the bank: true, they 
circulate at Amfterdam, but no where elfe. 
Thus the eftablifhment of a bank depofit 
has only the effeft of fixing a vaft portion of 
all the trade and wealth of a country in 
one fpot ; of which Amfterdam, with hav- 
ing the worft harbour, yet pofleffing the moft 
trade of any town in Holland, is a pregnant 
inftance. This local advantage of facilitating 
circulation at onefpot, inprejudice of all others, 
is furely a partial decifion in its favour. In" 
a political view, it may be pronounced dan- 
gerous to the ftate. A foreign enemy attack- 
ing 
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ing a town, or a province, is an evil that 
can be remedied ; but what if an invader lays 
fiege to the banjc ? what ruin and confufion 
muft enfue ? the lofs of the Stadthoufe may 
be prefumed the lofs of the republick. Banks 
of circulation are open to fbme accidents, but 
not a twentieth part of thefe of depofit. 

The treafure in the bank of Amfterdam 
is an abfolute fecret to all but thofe who have 
the government of it : the value has been com- 
puted, or rather guefled at, from twenty to 
forty mil] ions fterling; but naming any par* 
ticular fums, muft be at beft but wild work. 
If is, however, a very aftonifliing fyftem of 
accumulation, for it is a well known fadt, 
that 'money once paid and entered in the bank 
books can never , be demanded ; and it i& 
a well known fa£, that money is perpetually 
paid in : here, therefore, feems to be a con- 
stant ingrefs but no egrefs, confequently a 
treafure which feems perpetually to increafe,* 
E 4 The 



* Since the above was written, I have met with a 
curious account of the operations of this bank, in a late 
author, which well deferves quoting here. " Let me 
fuppofe a cafe, which may happen, to wit, that for a cer- 
tain time, the trade of Amfterdam may demand a larger 
fupply of credit in bank than is neceflkry upon an average. 

Will 
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The Exchange is a Jarge building, and 
very well adapted to the ufe ; but it is unor- 
namented, and not equal in architecture to 

that 



Will not this raife the agio ? No doubt. (The agio if 
the difference between thgjlandard of money received at the 
hanky and that current.) If the agio rifes fo high as to 
afford a premium upon carrying coin to the bank, upon 
the footing of their own regulations, this will augment 
the fum of bank credit, becaufc the money fo carried to 
the bank becomes incorporated with the bank ftock; the 
value is writ in the books of the bank j and when this is 
done, the coin is lockecj up for ever. 

If then it fhould happen, that the trade of Amfterdani 
fhould afterwards diminifh, fo as to return to the ordin- 
ary ftandard, will not this overcharge of credit deprefo 
the rate of bank money, and fink the agio too much be- 
low the par of the intrinfic value of the two currencies I 
To thefe difficulties I anfwer like one, who being ig- 
norant of fa&s, which I could never get ascertained by 
any perfon in Holland, to whom I had accefs for in- 
formation, and which remained hid from moft people in 
the deep arcana of Amfterdam politics, muft have recourfe 
to conje&ures founded upon natural fagacity. 

Firft then, the city of Amfterdam knows, ffom long 
experience, the rate of demand for bank money ; and it 
is not to be fuppofed, that upon any fudden emergency* 
which may heighten that demand for a time, they fhould 
be fuc.h novices as to increafe thecredit upon the books, 
fo far as to run any rifk of overstocking the market with 
it 5 efpecially on fuch oecafions, as the deficiency of bank 
credit might be fupplied with coin, conftantly to be 
found in the city of Amfterdam. 

Fur- 
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that of London : the contrivance of num- 
bering the pillars, for the fake of finding a 

merchant 



Further, who will fay that there does not refide a 
power in the managers of this bank to ifTue coin for the 
fuperfluous credit, in cafe that, in fpite of all precautions 
to prevent it, a redundancy of bank credit mould at any 
time be found upon their books ? 

It is very true, that no perfon having credit in bank 
can demand. coin for fuch credit 5 and as no demand of 
that fort can ever be made, it is very natural to fuppofe, 
that a redundancy of coin and credit can never be purged 
off. 

During my ftay in Holland, I was at great pains to 
difcover, but to no purpofe, whether ever the bank iflued 
any part of their ex edit cafli upon any fuch ocenfions. 
Every one I converfed with was of opinion, that if ever 
any coin had been taken from the treafure of the bank, 
it mull have been by authority of the States, for national 
purpofes ; a ftep conducted with the greateft fccrccy, and 
the matter of facT: I found was extremely doubtful, 
But this is nothing to the prefent purpofe. That the 
coin may be difpofed of, I allow, though I do not believe 
it is ; but how is the fuperfluous credit writ in the books 
to be difpofed of? There lies the difficulty. 

The popular opinion is, that coin has been taken out 
for the fervice of the ftate : the opinion of many intelli- 
gent men is quite contrary. 

I am now to give «iy opinion, not only as to this 
point, but upon the main queftion ; and this not from 
information, but from conjecture, which I {hall hum- 
bly fubmit to the better judgment of my reader. 

My 
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merchant the mote readily, is- a very con* 
venient one, and well deferves imitation. 

The 



My ppinion then is. Firft, That every (hilling written 
in the books' of the bank is a&ually locked up in coin, 
in the bank repofitorics. 
. Secondly, That although by the regulations of th£ 
bank no coin can be iffued to any perfons who deoumLt 
k y in confequence of his credit in bank ; yet I have not 
the lea ft doubt) but that both the credit written in the 
books of the bank, and the cam in their repofitorics, 
which balances it, may fuffer alternate augmentations 
and diminitions, according to the greater or lefs demand 
for bank money. If I can prove this, all difficulties wiU 
lie removed. 

My reafons for being of this opinion are : Firft^ 
From principles I muft conclude, that if upon any occa- 
sion whatever, even when the fmalleft demand for banlp 
uioney, and the greateft demand for coin takes place, 
th-re was an impoflibility of producing the leaft diminu- 
tion of bank credit, or of procuring any fupply of thc- 
xuciais from the bank, the confequence certainly would 
be felt by an extraordinary fall of bank money ; or, which 
h the fame thing in other words, by an extraordinary rife 
i;i the value of the metals, when compared with bank 
money. 

Now this is a cafe which never happens. Variation* 
upon the rate of agio of two or three per cent, perhaps 
more, are frequent and familiar. The demands of trade 
for coin or credit are fo flu&uating, that fuch variations 
are unavoidable ; but was there an overcharge of bank 
credit, which no power could diminifli, that overcharge 
-would quickly be perceived ; becaufe the fiu&uations of 

the 
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The Admiralty is the next public edi- 
fice .that demands attention ; the fize of it 

and 



the agio would entirely ceafe, as the balance of a fcal« 
nearly in oquilibrio ceafes from a total overcharge on 
one fide. 

Second, My fecond reafon is founded upon a matter 
oftfa&, which I muft now apply. 

There are upon the fquare, before 4 the Town-houfe of 
Amfterdam (the Place de Dam) between ten and eleven 
in the morning, a number of cafhiers, whofe bufinefs it 
is to buy bank credit for current coin* They bargain 
with all thofe who have occafion either to buy or fell ;, 
and according to the demand for fpecie, or bank credit, 
the agio rifes or finks : andasthefe cafhiers muft con- 
ftantly gain, whether they furnifh bank credit or current 
coin, fittce they are never the demanders in eitheir opera- 
tion, it is commonly found that there is in their favour 
about T ^ per cent, or perhaps {• per cent, according to 
the revolutions in the demand : that is to fay, one who 
would firft buy fpecie and then fell it, would lofe | or 
perhaps T f ff upon this operation. 

It is a matter of fa£l, that the bank lends both coin 
and credit to the brokers, cafhiers, or lombards, who are 
conftantly found on the Place de Dam. 

Whenever, therefore, the bank finds that agio falls 
too low, with refpeel: to the coin ; and when, in confe- 
quence of that, the demand for coin increafes, then they 
Jend coin out of their repofitories to the brokers 5 and 
when it rifes they lend credit. 

This coin the bankers difpofe of to thofe who have 
bank 'credit* and who want to convert it into coin. 
They fell the coin for bank exedit j the purchafer writes 

off 
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and the environs, containing the Arfenal, 
and the docks for building and rigging 

fliips, 



off the transfer in favour of the broker, and he a^ain re- 
pays the value of the coin to the bank, by transferring 
the credit he obtained for the coin in favour of the bank. 

This done, the bank may expunge this credit from 
th6ir books ; by which means their depofit of coin is di- 
minifhed, and alfo the futn of credit which was found 
fupcrfluous. 

If, dn the other hand, the circulation of the trade of the 
city fhould in a fhort time afterwards begin to increafe, 
thofc who have coin, which, in that cafe, would not fo 
well fervc the ufes of circulation as the bank credit, come 
with it to the brokcts, who fell them bank credit for it: 
this coin the brokers deliver to the bank, which writes 
oft* the credit lent to the broker, in favour of him who 
has paid his coin for it. 

This is, as I can guefs, the nature of the circulation 
of the coin in the bank of Amftcrdam. 

It is a curious method of preferving an exact proportion 
between the coin in depofit, the credit written in their 
books of transfer, and the demand for bank money. 

Kiom this I conclude, that thctrcafureof the bank of 
Amtterdam is not near fo great as fome authors, from 
ineio conjevhuo, have averted. 

The author of the K(uy on Commerce reckons it at 
Knit millions of ^uildcjs; an J the AmftcrJam edition car- 
firs in the margin a conation, which gives us to under- 
ft«uiv\ {hat it amounts to between ci^ht and nine hun- 
dred millions. Paw ;v,nt tit corns it at 36 millions fter- 
li\lg % Mr. Mc:\x*m* an author of (treat judgment and fa- 
yacity* clUvnw to is trvafuro at no nuw than eo millions 
tf&ui!dctt % *tf about SoC\V\ol. ft«Kn>; a fum, fays 

he, 
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fhips is very confiderable. It confifts of 

three fides of a fquare ; the front being 220 

feet long, and the wings the fame ; in the 

midft is the yard for building; The arms 

and ftores belonging to the fhips are kept in 

the Arfenal, in very great order. The ground 

floor is filled with cannon balls ; the fecond, 

contains the arms and cordage ; the third, 

their fails, pullies, flags, &c. Befides thefe, 

here are many curiolities of the naval kind, 

which are worth viewing. The dock is 

508 feet long ; and contiguous to it are the 

houfes for lodging the fhip carpenters, &e. 

The order in which every thing is kept and 

conducted throughout all the departments, 

cannot fail of ftriking every one. I obferved 

very few men of war, but there are lbme- 

times 50 fail and more laid up here. The 

following is the lateft account that has been 

publifhed of the ftate of the Dutch navy; 

but as it was done in Holland, I know not the 

exaft 



he, wherewith great things may be done. Univerfal 
Merchant, fe£L 61. I agree lYitircly with him, that for 
the ready money demands of the trade of Amfterdam, 
that fum conftantly in circulation may go a great 
length/' 

- An Enquiry into the Principles of Political CEco- 
nowy, vol. 2, p. 299. By Sir James Stewart. 
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exaft dependance to be placed in it. " Near 
feventy men of war at Amfterdam, eighr 
at Helvoetfluys, eight at VlfFingen, three at 
Terveer in Zealand, and fifteen at Hoorn in 
North Holland, and Harlingen in Friefland. 
They have, befides thefe,. fourteen or fifteen 
fail at fea on convoys j in all, about 1 1 8 fail 
of the line, befides galleys, &c. of which 
more than half are in good condition and fit 
for fervice," — Upon this is added a note. — 
" This true account of the prefent ftate of 
the navy may remove the vulgar error, that 
that the naval ftrength of the republic is now 
very inconfiderable. The Dutch are too wife 
a people to let their navy go to ruin, or he 
reduced even to a law condition in times of 
the moft profound peace/* 

I made all the enquiries that were poffible ' 
into the truth of thefe aflertions ; the pafiage 
itfelf is very fufpiciouily worded, near 70 
fail at Amfterdam, is afterwards counted for 
70 ; they are called firft men of war ; after* 
wards they are made men of war of the line;: 
more than half in a good condition ; is it 
meant half the whole, or only half the gal- 
leys ? My intelligence has not been com- 
plete ; but from the beft I could gain, I ap- 
prehend this account to be a fi&ion. Many 
very fenfible men, with whom I converted, 

jnuch 
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much lamented the low ftate of their navy ; 
and fafd, that the condition of their fhips 
was worfe than the deficiency of the number ; 
adding, that it would be no eafy matter to 
.fit out, on a fudden emergency, even five 
.and twenty fail of the line, in thorough order, 
and ready for fervice : one in the company 
obferved, however, that this neglect of the 
fleet was not of fuch bad confequence as in 
fome other countries, becaufe the number of 
failors, maintained by their trade, was io 
great, that nothing but money could at any 
time be wanting to revive their navy ; large 
magazines of timber could prefently be laid 
up, and all other requitites had in the great- 
eft plenty; that he fhould apprehend two 
years notice fufficient to revive the Dutch 
navy in all its fplendour, provided money 
was not wanting. 

The Eaft India Houfe, and Arfenal, are 
great buildings, which much deferve view- 
ing. In the former, the company hold their 
meetings ; and have very coniiderable maga- 
zines of all forts of India goods. The Ar- 
fenal is 2000 feet fquare every way ; it con- 
tains docks for building the fhips, and warc- 
houfes and ftores for completely rigging them , 
all in. excellent order. They have magazines 
of all forts of naval ftores ; in one th:y have 

many 
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many pieces of heavy artillery, and in another 
more than fix hundred large anchors ready 
for ufe. The two rope walks are 18000 feet 
long. 

Thcfe are the principal public buildings 
in this^city; but 1 Ihouldobferve, that others, 
liot of this confequence, will attract the at- 
tention of the traveller ; fuch as the. works 
of the harbout, the fluiccs, the baftions, with 
each a windmill, ievcral bridges, &c. As 
to Hoipitals, there are a vaft number of them, 
but the architecture of the edifices is nothing ; 
it is, however, highly worthy of obferva- 
tion, that all the poor of Amfterdam .(and 
indeed of all the Provinces) are maintained 
by charity or public foundations, there being 
no poor's tax in any country in Europe, ex- 
cept England : the iame funds fupport all 
the Hoipitals, in which are above twenty, 
thouland fouls. 

At great numbers of houfes, and at ail pub- 
public ones, or that in which any public bu- . 
lim-ls is trantacted, there are pcorVboxes, 
in which it is very indecent not to put ibme- 
tiling on ail laics, auctions, contidcrable bar- 
gains, &c. which are collected and kept by 
the treasurers of the poor, called here the 
poor's deacons: theie alio appoint certain - 
perlbns to go through the city tor alms, on 

certain 
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certain feftivals, all which are applied to the 
lame ufe : the theatres, and all public fhews 
and fpedfcacles of whatever kind, pay a third or 
an half of all their gains to the fame end : 
theie means do not always anfwer the amount 
that is neceffary, and in fuch cafe the go- 
vernment grants the remainder. 

In all the towns of Holland they make 
excellent provifion to force the idle to work. 
Thehoufeof correction is called aRafp-Houfe, 
in which they fhut up the idle poor, that 
can work and maintain themfelves, but will 
not. The employment they give them, is 
that of fawing*and rafping Brazil wood ; in 
which, if they are not expeditious, they are 
ieverely beaten ; for offenders, particularly 
the lazy, they have an admirable contrivance; 
it is a cellar with a pump, into which they 
let water, fo proportioned to the ftrength of 
the perfbn, that he fhall be able, with infinite 
labour, in pumping it out, to fave himfelf 
from drowning ; which fate they are by law 
to fuffer, if they do not efcape it by this work ; 
for thofe, whole idlenefs is carried to an in- 
corrigible length, this performance is ex- 
cellently adapted. I was informed alfb, 
that thefe prifbns are ufed for young men, 
whofe debaucheries or fquandering difpofi- 
tions threaten to ruin their healths or for- 
Yol. I. F tunes, 
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tunes, being put in here by their fathers or 
other relatir us : I thought this very ftrange, 
and put fcveral queftions concerning the .ex- 
tent of the power thus affumed, and vihzt 
degrees of offence were to meet with this 
punifhment, but could get no fatisfa&ory 
account ; nor do I apprehend it is the rpfult 
of written laws, fb much as antient cuftorxi: 
women lometimcs put their hufbands in .for' 



extravagance. 



As to churches in Amfterdam, the only 

one worthy of much attention is the new 

one, dedicated to St. Catharine ; the ornar 

mental parts of which are finifhed in a moft 

high manner. The pulpit is carved in the 

richeft tVile; the chancel is parted off by- a 

railing of Corinthian brats ; the windows are 

finely painted ; the organ is the beft in the 

I .o\v Countries, and they lay here, in thp 

world : it has a anv of pipes designed to 

counterfeit a chorus of voices, but it perform* 

it verv badlv ; rhcro are nttv two whole, 

Ivtulos half flops, with two rows of keys for 

the toot, and three rows tor the hands. The 

n\\n:vvnts ero^oJ to Van Ruytcr and Van 

lulon .mo wo-.t'i kv:.:£. This ccliice, how- 

o;;» i* not t-mflvd. though begun more than 

/.:\ mvuuwi wars ,;$;\>: the ilceple was de- 

:;^;uv. ;o lv u:ucl: higher : more than 6000 

pies 
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piles were driven into the ground in one hun- 
dred feet fquare, as a foundation for it, but 
ftill they thought the bogginef s of the ground 
nipt fiifficiently remedied for fupporting fb 
Vaft a weight as this fteeple would be if it 
Wis fmifhed. 

' The manufactures carried on in this city 
ate more numerous and confiderable, than 
aiiy other place in the Seven Provinces : they 
weave all forts of cloths, woollens, fluffs, 
afrid filk, gold and filver filks, ribbons, ,ta- 
peftry, linen in large quantities, &c. all 
forts of fabrics in leather, with many in ivory 
and metals : they have a vaft variety of 
niills for fawing, polifhing, &c. moft bodies. 
Tiieir fail-cloth, and paper manufactories, 
aiffe Very confiderable, and the printing of 
befoki fhould not be forgotten : here are great 
■titftnbers of bookfellers, who, it is thought, 
«nploy twice the prefles that work at Lon- 
don : thefe books are exported to England, 
and fome to the fbuthern parts of Europe, 
but vaft numbers to all parts of Germany, 
Deamark, and the North. 

Amfterdam contains near three hundred 
thoufand inhabitants. 

The air of this city is fo bad and foggy, 

that I can hardly believe the aflertions of 

thofe who aver it to be healthy : it is fur- 

bujided entirely by the fea and marfhes ; 

F 2 the 
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the canals arc very numerous, and not alwayy 
free from noxious exhalations : the cleanli- 
nefs indeed of the inhabitants, is carried to ajs 
great a degree as any where elfe, but th^s 
by no means remedies the. evil; for that 
eternal wafhing muft add to the damp?, 
which are otherwife fo ftriking in this coun- 
try : the wholefomeft part of their clearib- 
nefs is that exerted in keeping their canals 
clean ; but I muft remark, that I faw no 
fmall negle&s of this moft eflential obje&^ ■ 
They were formerly very attentive to have 
all carriageson fledges, and drawn by only one 

; horfe ; this was certainly a wife precaution, 
corifidering that the whole city is on a foiih- 
,dation purely artificial, on piles ; but tKis 
difcipline is much relaxed, for I obfented 
very many coaches on wheels : it is trtie, 
they pay a considerable tax, which, as thfe 
number of coaches increafed, has been raifed 
once or twice, and amounts now to about 
feven pounds fterling a year ; but ftill as 
luxury increafes, coaches on wheels increafe; 

„ and the higher they are taxed, lbme fenfible 
men here reckon, the more they would be. 

The public income of Amfterdam, raifed 
by taxes, and fbme public buildings, &q. 

: amount to one million ftprling, per annum t 
there have lately been fome conferences on 

the 
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the fubje& of raifing them ; and, it is faid, 
they will amount to one million twd hundred 
thbiifand pounds in five years, without buf- 
Aliening the lower clafles more than at pre- 
feut. • 

1 kefpe&ing trade, this is the grand empo- 
rium, not only of the United Provinces, but 
the center of all the commerce of Europe; 
for a general correfpondence it much ex^ 
ceeds London ; but the general value and 
amount of London's trade much exceeds that 
of Amfterdam. Two thoufand fail of ihips 

.annually enter this port, which muft form 

"a yaft commerce. I do not, at prefent, en- 
large on the different branches of the great 
tr^de, becaufe, in future chapters, I {hall give 

. an account of the trade of Holland, particu- 
larly refpe&ing its prefent ftate. 

% I have been very fortunate in my quarters 
at Amfterdam, being recommended to a pri- 
vate family in trade for lodgings : I dined 

t for fbme days either at an ordinary, where 
J paid to the amount of ten fhillings for my 

.dinner, or at fome merchants houfes to whom 
J^yas recommended, but afterward?: I agreed 

, to board with the family : they lived much 
better than I fhould have fuppofed any peo- 
ple would do vfrho let lodgings: the din- 

t ners were excellent, and dreiVed in the French 

" !! : ": F 3 ■ ftile; 
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ftile ; but I paid twenty florins (at is. 8d.) 
a week for lodgings, and 17 more for board, 
that is, for felf and man : this would be very 
dear in London ; but I could not have boarded 
and had handfome lodgings in London at all; 
this is owing to the difference of cuftoms be- 
tween the two citiesl 
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C HAP. IV. 

Of the Dutch Eajl India Company. 

THE Dutch India Company, I believe, 
is, without exception, the moft confi- 
derable trading eftablifhment that ever ap- 
peared in the world ; The conquefts of the 
Portuguefeinthe Indies, were atchieved under 
the command and power of the crown, and 
they were extended to an amazing degree ; 
but with all the regal attention, they never 
equalled the dominion which the Dutch 
have gained under the diredtion of a private 
trading Company ; in trade, their inferiority 
was greater ftill, and in duration no compa- 
nion can be admitted. 

We are not to wonder at the great fuperio- 
rity of this Company over all others ; for iuc- 
ceedingto moft of thcPortuguefeacquifitions, 
on the downfall of their power in the Eaft, 
they laid fuch a foundation of future power 
"for themfelves, that no other Company ever 
had any thing like fuch aufpicious begin- 
nings. Add to this, it was firft inpriority, and 
F 4 enjoyed 
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ehjoyecf \he&&St)ie> ^dvafrf &gek -without ; rf- 

varts ; France likl" not dreamt of trade at all ; 

arid England vfras Without aln Eaft India" 

Company, or an Eaft India trade. Was a 

revolution to happen now in thofe countries; 

flmilar to that of the Portuguefe power > J dtt 

ike ' trading nations of Europe, who h&vdi 

commerce in the Indies, would divicfe tfa# 

fpoil between them; but in the cafe of Which 

we are now treating, the Dutch 6ame ih%i? 

the whole. - ,; bn.-. 

*7 Their acquifitions v were fb extenfive, ; and* 

at the fame time fo very important j that : thfc 

.Company found it abfolutely neceffary td 

¥heir fecurity to keep up a very ftrongf <fotefe 

'by feia and land in the Indies ; this has < gi , Wh 

rife to the very magnificent defcriptioris We 

have had of the great armies, navies^&tki 

*ftate of the Governor General at BataViah 

Some ofthefe circumftances are exaggerated, 

but many of them appear to be very tnjc. 

*Th6 number of rflahds, ' fome -of them the 

;largeft in the world, which are in thek? pof- 

jfeffion or in their power, make* it neceflary 

that great fleets, and conirdferable land fotces, 

fhould be in readinefs at Batavia, arid other 

v Settlements, in order to prote£t -and-, defend 

' ; fuch numerous coafts and countries. - 

' : ■' : v- -- - -;:.-■ .. >i . :: _ , ;;But 
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Bufpptwithftggading adv^ut^ges, fuperior to N 
thcde of any othex, country in the Indies, this 
Qftppany has been long on tlie decline \ this 
has < been principally owing to the ejftablifh-^ 
meat of to many others ; the Englifli have 
itjbbed them more than any other country ; 
Fftfice from 1720 to 1740 had a Company. 
thftt iiourifhed. fo greatly, as to prevent all 
importation from Holland, except Ipices; 
ajrtd.even exported much to Spain, Germany % 
and Italy. Denmark and Sweden, have be- 
tween . them fupplied their refpe&ive inhabit 
taints ; £o that the Dutch Company has not 
the benefit of the markets which (he once 
fljtally fupplied ; this muft, in the nature of 
things, make a .wonderful alteration in its 
affairs. But there are other reafons for this 
declenfion, which are touched upon with 
Icftine other very cyrious particulars, in an 
t HCCpuntof the prefent ftate of their trade, 
given in * by one of the Governors General ; 
But as the paper never appeared in the En- 
gUflj latiguage, I fhall take fome extracts from 
,it»- which- will make the reader acquainted 
with feveral particulars that deferve atteh- 

■ t * n - . . -0. 

,- "Without contradi&ion, the k Eaft India 

Company of Holland is not in fq flourishing 

. a ftate as it was formerly ; we may for this 

inftance 



ikftarice * JGtffcrttl' 'dirt^t j: an& ' indited : Catifes^ * 
which may ! t& ' ; reduced tti three principal- 
ones. Ftrft, r the too grfeatf Extent of tfceir^ 
poffeffions in the Indies, which renders thaL 
adminiftratidn lefs eafy atod more lubjefib t<* 
inconveniencies. Secondly, ' to the 'ex- 
ceffive abundance of the prodtldtions of the ' 
Eaftj and cohfequently the diminution of 
their price in Europe. Laftly, the relaxation 
of zeal and attention in the part of thtffe' 
etaployed by the Company, for want ofpn*^'' 
perly recompencing the merit of fbme, ancJ 
ponifhing the mifdemeaitors of others. The 
foft of thefe caufes is too evident to reftdat 
atfy proofs neceflary. We khow how vtedk 
the origin of the Company Was^ to What& u 
dfegree of power it increafed within the fpac& 
of half a century ; and how, at all fiicceedtftg ' 
times, an aggrandizement of ftates, and fer- " 
ritories too vaft came to it. The fecorid caufe 
can only be imputed to all the maritime na- 
tions of Europe, who, animated by the ex- 
ample of this Company, have applied them* 
felves, fince the peace of Utrecht, to naviga- 
tion and commerce; infomuch, that after 
reckoning the freight, the ihtereft of money, 
and the rifks of the fea, there is fcarcely any 
beitefit refute from moft of the articles in 
this traffic, that are bdcdta^'cbmriioh ; to thi* 

$-•'■ -we 



we njuft join aoultivation conftantly carried 
on in different colonies, which has rendered- 
lb noany produ&ions much lefs rare, and 
greatly cheaper, than they were many years 
ago.. A natural confequence of the third* 
caufe is, that the Company's- officers, pre-, 
vented in many cafes from making their for- 
tunes, and from reccmpencing themfelves in* 
the manner which they think their due, have, 
inftead of feeking with emulation to advance 
the interefts of the Company, negleded all 
the opportunities, and fubftituted their owu- : 
private interefts for the public glory. We* 
lupprefs other particulars, of which the de- 
tail would be odious. It is only to be wifhed, 
that we may be able .to indicate the moft 
eafy and efficacious means for remedying 
thefe; evils. This is the object which wd 
piropofe in the courfe of thefe obfervations ; 
and which may be divided into three princi- 
pal parts: that is to fay, the navigation, com- 
merce, and government of the Company. 

I 

The Navigation of the Company. 

THE navigation to the Indies is the prin- 
ciple. of the eftabliihment of the Company, 

™4 
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p&d which* plight to b? confidered, not only 
3$:aibciety of merchants, but more ffcill as a 
spmmercial power. Coniider^d under theie 
jtwo^ lights we may conceive the neceffity q£ 
tfoe Ihips being proper for carrying good coq- 
goes, and not lefs capable of defending them- 
ielves than attacking others in cafe of need. 
Never thelefs it is eafy to difcover, that^thp 
-<fonftru£tion of moll part of their fleet^has 
ajDany obftacles in the way of fulfilling thpip 
; 6uds f or even equalling the perfe&ions offo 
^ejgn Ihips employed in the lame trade. . 
tirC: By a ferious attention to this defc$, they 
jJWght have efcaped many evils, which tfrey 
have along time experienced, butprinCj^Jpr 
jpfijate years;' evils .which, hefides tflp|e 
{ flowing from the ill-conftru&ion of their 
„ihips, have not a little contributed to the ^n- 
. opacity of the perfons to whom they. hay c 
. bwfen committed. ' . . '', 

,,lNaval archite&ure is not like many other 
fciences^ fubje& to fuppolitions - T it has its 
^principles and its rules. All depends on giv- 
ing the building an equal and methodical 
*iiru&ure. It will not fuffice to lengthen 
Jchem Ibme feet ; for if we miftake in the pro- 
v portions of* the general dimensions, the fault 
.i^Avil. be irreparable.. They rejeft thole,, of 
>i;6ofeet^^nder .pretence that they dxaw.^po 
..$n->. " much 
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iftu ! (ih ri watef fbr'certain ports ; : and we remark* 
thiajt other peo^ld enter thbfe ports with 
Jhi^S greater thdn theirs ; ftill they neverthe* 
^fs'-tofrftnift theitt from 135 to 150, or from 
*f/Jb to 145. 'Every fpecie is good and pro- 
ber fdr the fervice of the Company, provided 
thfat the largenefs and depth be anfwerable 
t#ttie length. 

J ' J, Nb objection holds againft experience. If 
IttiH 'entry of the ports is practicable for- thfe 
fliips of foreigners, if the banks of Bengal 
are riot to them a hindrance, if other fhips 
ithjm thofe of the Company navigate without 
'riik at Canton, and. the fame throughout 
dhiina ; what difficulty is there in their imi- 
tating other people, by building fuch fliips 
la$theydo, and which may be loaded afid 
Unloaded in all the ports'? An elTay of a few 
■ yeara would undoubtedly decide the fuccefs, 
to the advantage of their commerce and na- 
vigation, not only in the Indies but in Eu- 
' *ope itfelf ; under the fuppofition of a better 
conduit with relation to the manoeuvres of 
them. 

In equipping the (hips, it is alfo necefiary 

that they regulate themfelves by the example 

of other nations, who, with 50 or 60 men, do 

more than the Company with an hundred. 

, By following the models propofed., the ex- 

pences 
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penccs would, not exceed the common coft ; 
and without giving into any prejudices, the 
fhips would be incomparably better, and the 
tranfport of merchandize much more prompt. 
There would al(b refult from it, an augmen- 
ta&on of the naval f<prees of the Company, of 
Which the moft formidable fquadron might! 
^equipped in the Indies, but not mereSbf) fot 
the defenfive. The interloper* the Apqlloi, 
is* a proof of this, among many others; thjB 
,#*ip, on its return to Europe, efcaped through 
the .Straits of Sincapour, by the force of .fail- 
ing, in fpite of the efforts of five of 'the moft 
c/wfidernble cruziers of the Company. • - 
f ,-Thofe which they have are more feften 
ffcnployed in commerce than their real fotifi* 
nefs; it follows therefore, that it is not ; a)U 
ways the intereft of the Company to have 
them equipped at once ; it would fuffici til 
have them armed according to the exigence 
• of the cafe. 

One hundred and twenty men compofe 
the ordinary crew of the largeft fhips 
of the Company in voyages back ; in fmaller 
fhips, the number is about ioo* 



r 

ii. 
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II. 

The' Navigation in the Indies. 

THE paffage from Europe to the Cape, is 
too long for the number of men which the 
Company annually embarks to arrive in 
health. In truth, the Chinefe fhips of the 
Ehglifli, that have hardly half the number, 
go from their ports, without touch- 
ing at the Cape, dire&ly by the Straits of 
Sunda ; but they cannot bring them in com- 
parifon with ours. It is to be wilhed that 
the Company had fome final 1 eftablifhment 
on this fide the Equator, for the refrefhment 
of the fhips. They might fupply this defeffc 
by being allowed to put into St. Jago; where, 
after having refreshed, they might continue 
their route to the Cape : The diftance and 
the expence would be very trifling. 

iThe Navigation from the Indies to Holland* 

WE cannot but be aftonifhed, that the 
jhips of the Company are fhipwrecked in 
their return from the Indies, when thole of 
other nations arrive fafis in port. Theie 

evils 
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evils are owing to two caufes ;. one, the w^nt 
of agility in the manoeuvre ; and the other, 
their being embarrafled with the merchandize 
of individuals. 

If it was poffible to permit them to fill 
their *mpty caiks at St. Helena, and to pro- 
vide live provifion - and pafturage, it would 
contribute much to the health of the crew", 
&nd the prefervation of the cattle. Perhaps 
the Ifle of Afcenfion, which ought tb te 
equally well known, might be as proper <as 
the firft. It is certain, that oiie or the other 
6f thefe places of refrefhment would eafe 
many of the (hips in their return," in traverf- 
kig fo long a voyage as from the Cape to 
Holland. Their holds being lefs taken up 
with caiks and proviflons, would contain a 
xiiuch greater quantity of merchandize ' 

I (hall here prefent two other quefHons,- 
not dire&ly regarding the Indies. One, if 
in return, all the fleet ought to attend one : 
bad iailor ? The other, if it is abfolutely ne-' 
ceffary that the Company's (hips (hould make 
the tour of the North of Scotland and Ire* 
land, inftead of entering the Channel* which 
would abridge the courfe more than a 
month ? ■ 

IV. 
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- . -. IV. - - ■■: 

• ¥ft't Commerce of the Company 'in geniraL : 

,;iiIT ip requifite that commerce fhoiild ei- 
ther hft perfectly free, or entirely conftrained* 
il^ .mixed iiate 13 fubje£t to fo many incon-? 
v#4euce$, that it becomes more miichievoua 
{ban ^vantageous., We cannot here give, 
tjie .(hackles, ot prjefcribe the bounds which 
expend not upon us alone : fuch is the nature 
of that, of the Company throughout the In- 
^j^ pfcepting the particular produce of the 
Qplpnies* as fpices, and other commodities-, 
whereof, they alone are in pofleilion ; it is- 
thus ; . with. the coffee pf Java, and in pa?t 
with the pepper ; but principally the com* 
merce of China. By permitting an entry iu 
the river of Canton, although only tp trade, 
the Chiuefe rendered the Company its exclu- 
five grant of navigating there alone, which 
was more prejudicial than any thing to fo- 
reign .nations. If (he cannot at prefent equal 
them* it is a proof that they have already 
gained much ground, and that it will not be 
difficult for them to advance. 

Her commerce in the Weft of the Indies 
is in yet a worfc date. She has the name of 
trafficking, while others have the effeft : re- 

Vol. I. G ferving 
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ferving the fpiceries, and the copper of Japan 
in ingots, two articles into which her rivals 
cannot break. All that fhe carries on, 
on this fide, will not bear any comparrifon 
with the lucrative trades of the Englifh and 
French ; for, one of her (hips, which en- 
ters the Ganges, there are not lefs than five 
of thofe nations ; and the city of Surat, fa 
famous for its commerce, receiving millions, 
touch nothing of the Dutch. Mocha, Jedia* 
Baflbra, all Perfia, and the coaft between the 
Perfian Gulph, and the river Indus, ought to 
be in the laft furprife, at thofe amazing 
quantities of merchandize, in which they 
trade every year, without feeing rtiore than 
the arrival of a fingle fliip of the Company 
half loaded, and whereof the cargo is not 
worth more than an hundred thouiand flo- 
rins. 

It is a long time fince their competitors 
have been feen granting to individuals, paff» 
ports, and letters of protection, under their 
colours, and of which the returns are well 
worth thefe favours. The Dutch, on th* 
contrary, are unmoved fpe&atorp of this ma- 
nagement, and are contented with their na* 
vigation of Batavia in right, and of fome 
other ports, after having abandoned thofe of 
Siami Pegu, Arracan, Achiu, and other^ 

•whici 



TRAVELS, fcfr. S 5 

which foreigners, doubtllfs, would not daily 
frequent if they did not find their benefit in 
it? 

But what are the articles eflential and moft 
tafeful to the Company ? Without contra-" 
4t&ion t the ipiccs, and copper in ingots. 
The remainder, as pewter, lead, vermilion, 
qUidefilver, camphire, &c. of which the 
trade • is in Common with other nations, 
arid whore of there are generally a good 
market, it is not any great matter. 

But to return to thefe quarters that limit 
Aenififves in fending to Europe fluffs, pepper, 
fak petre, and other minutiae of lefs value : 
as to -the ftuffs and opium on the Weftern 
coafts of Samatra, the Company has only the 
commerce of the laft article, from Baros to 
the point of Indrapora ; and the fame in the 
Weftern Provinces, in a part of the Malac- 
cas, of Jambi, Palembang, and Timor, The 
returning of opium would alfb be left, if it 
Was not advantageous to Batavia ; but where 
is its commerce of callicoes in the comptoirs 
under jits dependence, if we except thofe 
which are made along the Weft coaft of Su- 
matra ? 

'The traffic of the Weftern comptoirs is fb 

pitiful, that the article of fugars will not 

fcffice for returning what they coft the Com- 

G % pany, 
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pany, 'in fending them to Surat, Malabar, 
Cofomande], Mocha, or Perfia ; it will not 
defray the expences of the eftablifhments, 
which they maintain, and of the fhips. The 
profits have not anfwered the expences for 
many years. It is in vain to alledge, that 
this expence is fubmitted to as neceflary for 
enjoying the important benefit of the fpices, 
and the copper ; thefe two articles do princi- 
pally regard the Coromandel coaft ; and the 
being in poffeffion of them, does credit to 
the government. 

When the Company reduces its commerce 
to thefe two articles, "would fhe not lofe for 
them the benefit of the reft*; and how many 
expences will fhe fave by the reftri&ion ? In- 
ftead of maintaining in a number of places, 
a direftor and his fuite, who form a council, 
it would fuffice, that one was employed of a 
certain rank,, with two afliftants. This fay- 
ing would retrench the expences one half. 

In the general reform of the a&ual fyftem 
of the Company, and particularly its com- 
merce in the Weft, we do not comprehend 
the ifle of Ceylon, although the? moft confi- 
\ derable, and the comptoir, the moft • ftrong 
bf that part, not bnly'from its produ&ions 
of cinnamon, but becaufe that js the 
only colony which the Company enjoys ex- 

clufively, 
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clufively, and may continue to enjoy as mi£ 
trefs. In thefe refpe&s, which are very dif- 
ferent from other eftablifhments, (he oughf 
to be diftinguifhed, by regulating her con- 
du& upon the a&ual circumftances of com? 
merce in thofe quarters, which change from 
time to time. 

All tliat remains of Bengal, the Coroman- 
del, the Weftern coaft of Sumatra, Malabar, 
Surat, Perfia, and the Red Sea, the Company 
ought to referve with the trade of fpices and 
copper in ingots ; taking nothing in return 
but what is proper for Europe ; and making 
Batavia the center of a free commerce, open 
to all the reft. By this, that city would be* 
come a redoubted rival to their competitors ; 
and by means of moderate imports, its com- 
merce would procure the Company real ad ? 
vantages, inftead of the benefit ihe at prefent 
finds in fuch equivocal accounts, 

V. 

Of the Commerce of \ China \ 

THE commerce between Batavia and 
China, is very different from that which is 
made dire&ly with Europe. The one can- 
not be too much encouraged, nor too much 
managed ; the other, although important, 'is 
. G 2 much 
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much declifted by the great number of £d* 
feign fhips, which, through emulation of one 
another, frequent the ports of that empire. It 
muft alfo be oonfidered, that the fhips of thq 
Company, -which go from Batavia to traffic 
tvith China, and from whence they return to 
'Holland, contribute to make a commerce 
languiih already fo divided.. Not that they 
ffeould give it up ; it is requifite to conti- 
nue it, but with moderation* ■ When 
tilings have changed their fece at Batavia* 
one fingle fhip would fuffice for this traffic. 
Tea confUtutes the moft confiderabte. branch 
of commerce between China and Eumpe : 
Without this article the fhips douid not re- 
turn half loaded ; the reft* not being ir&por* 
tant enough for compensating the expenses of 
the freight, no perfon would undertake it 
: -This produ&ioa alfo makes the principal 
object of the commerce between Batavia and 
China ; for although the junks kept for the 
ufe of the colonies, for porcelane, potteries,to- 
bacco, paper, and an hundred other minu- 
tiae, the tea is always the merchandize 
which makes the beft return for their ex* 
pences and care.. The < quantity, which 
oomes annually by Batavia to Hgllaxid, whe- 
ther on board the Company's fhips, or thofe 
of individuals, is adtually known only to the 

merchants. 
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merchants. It is probable that the propofed 
arrangements would prevent, on the fide of 
individuals, the tranfport of that production, 
but it would alio facilitate the importation 
to Batavia ; which would at once make the 
trade of the junks decline. 

It may be made a queftion, whether it is 
for the intereft of the Company, that they 
fliould buy all the tea, which the Chinele 
bring to Batavia? The reaibns for and 
againft it are equally (olid. Neverthelefs it 
is certain, that fo confiderabie a purchafe 
would caufe an embarraflment and an inter- 
ruption in the traffic of the junks; the 
more the Chinefe are fubje& to the fales of 
the Company, the more they are matters of 
the lale of their tea ; after infpe&ion, proof 
and eftimation made, befides the formalities 
which decide if the Company retains it for 
her account or not. In cafe (he contents 
herfelf with adhering to the antient cuftom, 
and loads a (hip with tea, received on the 
return of the fupercargoes from China ; (he 
need not th$n mix in that commerce more 
than for the colleftion of her duties, but leave 
to the proprietors the liberty of diipoling of 
their merchandize as they like, which would 
be much more iimple* and more advan- 
tageous. 

G 4 Certainly 
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Certainly this propofition is of confer 
quence, efpecially if we confider that there 
come every year into the United Provinces 
more than three millions of pounds of tea t 
not comprized in the accounts of the Com- 
pany, which reaps no profit from a tranfport 
& "conftant, and fo prodigious ; inftead of 
which, this commerce ought to be made at 
the fatfie time lucrative to them, and advan- 
tageous to individuals. A (hip loaded with 
tea, but with a referved fund, will contain 
About 600,000 pounds; which fold, will, 
one with another, yield 2o>fols, or 240,000' 
florins to the Company. The expenoe*.* of 
tfrribarking it at Batavia, which is valued* at 
'two per cent, on the fale ; and which, -with 
the expence of the voyage to Europe y does 
not exceed the fum of 60,000 florins : there-* 
fore the Company profits about 203,000* 
without other difburfements or rifles than that 
of building, &c. This amounts to a mil* 
lion in five (hips, befides 200,000 florins 
profit, on. the iilver in making the return* 
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• VI. 

Of the Commerce of the Company, relative to 
other articles. 

THE trade of pepper belongs exclufively 
to the Company, in virtue of its treaties with 
the Princes of the country. She ought to 
preferve this trade with the greateft care^ 
and maintain this acquifition with dignity, 
agreeable to her power, lb very confiderable 
in thofe quarters. It is the fame at Bantam 
and Palemburgh, and alfo on the greateft 
part of the coaft of Malabar. We know, 
that the direftion of this commerce is fub- 
jeft to very great abufes ; it is particularly 
neceflaiy to ordain, that the pepper, which 
the Company appropriates, be ready for fale 
before the departure of the junks. 

Another part of their commerce, which 
in ipite of its declenfion, for many years, 
• ought alio to be preferved, and which is that 
of Japan. The re-eftablifhmentof the affairs 
of that cornptoir depend, only upon integrity 
jmd vigilance. 

It has been along time agitated, both in 
Holland, and in the Indies, whether the na- 
vigation pf individuals, between the Eaftern 
Provinces- and Batavia, was favourable or not 

to 
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to the Company. Without deciding abfb- 
lutely upon this point, we may remark, that 
the abolition of thi« privilege WQ«W be v«ry 
hard upon the poorer communities of thofe 
quarters, which furnifh the maintenance of 
that capital ; befides, nothing would be 
gained by it ; for, by oppreffing the inhabit* 
fcmts of. Ambqiaa and Banda, they would 
cut off the refource, and favour the fraud 
aad m^lver&tioa in the delivery of the 
doves, (of which the commerce is fo preci- 
pus to the Company), and would become 
more chargeable than. advantageous. There 
is no occafion to , prohibit to. individuals thp 
navigation of ]\facaflar and.Amboina, b&* 
caufe this province is the grainery of rice for 
thofe quarters ; aad for the lame reafbn rer 
fpe&ing the. people of Batavia, whofe inhar 
bitants are accuftopaed to bring the oils of 
the €rulp& of Cajili ; alfo (laves,, and many 
other fmaller articles. 

■ . As to the commerce of the Philippines, or 
Manilla, their capital, has too great a. con- 
vention with that of the Company to be pat 
fed over in filence. On one fide, thefe ifland.s 
receive annually, by the regifter-fliip, the 
ftuffs of the Indies, and other merchandize 
which they are in want of: ,qn. $ie ^other* 
$bey ; are provided with cinnamon, which is 

much 
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much uled. This laft commerce regards 
the Company; the other, although more 
important, carries itfelf on without her par- 
ticipation, by the way of Surat, Bombay, 
Porto Novo, Madras, Bengal, and by the 
Strait of Malacca to the Philippines, For a 
number of years, this commerce of indivi- 
duals, which is fraudulent, and contrary to 
antient orders, has been carried on under the 
name of the Armenians, &c. By favour of 
this toleration, it has been (b eftablifhed, that 
it wojild be difficult at prefent to throw any 
obftacle m the way of it, without ruining 
that of Batavia with thofe quarters, which 
would by no means be pra&icable. It is ne- 
verthelefs certain, that the Philippines ought 
to be anobjedt of the Company f s attention, 
who has much intereft in obferving well all 
thefe neighbouring iflands. 

Coffee has been for a long time one of 
the beft articles in which the Company 
trades ; at prefent, it feeras rather to fail ; ib 
iufceptible of viciffitudes is all commerce : 
pepper, on the contrary, which has been 
overcharged, poflefles a fale fc coniiderable in 
Europe, -that there is no fear of a luperfluity : 
with coffee they can do no better than ac- 
commodate themfelves to the times. 

Sugar 
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Sugar is another article much lower than 
it was heretofore. Upon ftrong complaints 
coming from Batavia, the regency employed 
itfelf in feeking the caufes of the decreafe. 
In 1740, in purfuance of fbme advice offered 
them, new regulations were made ; • but the 
event was fo far from anfwering, that lefs was 
made by it than before. This is too im- 
portant a branch of commerce to be given up, 
and it ferves at prefent to fill up the flaps 
when in want of faltpetre. 

VII. 

Of the PoJeJJions, Colonies, and EJlabliJhment* 
~* of the Company. 

THERE is a diftin&ion to be made be- 
tween the feveral territories in the Indies* 
fubjeft to the Company, and thofe where, 
they haverpnly the privilege or the cuftom 
of navigating with views of commerce. . . The 
firft Requires fomething more majeftic than 
an eftablifhment ; the fecond, demands only 
fa&ories for the traffic, and magazines for the 
merchandize. The firft of thefe claffes com* 
prehends Jacatra, Gey Ion, Amboina, the 
ifles of Banda, part of M acaffar, and; in fbme 
refpeft, the Malabar. The fecond contains 
moft of the places fituated in the Weftern 

Parts 
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Parts of the Indies, as Bengal, Coromandel, 
Surat, Perfia, and Media. The weftern coaft 
of Sumatra belongs not entirely to them; and 
Malacca is held rather as a frontier, which 
might be abandoned were it not for the colo- 
nies or fettlements of commerce. Ternate and 
Macaflar cover the two coafta of the ifles 
from which they draw the {pices, and 
therefore ought to be in a ftate of defence : 
they might alio fub-divide thefe claffes into 
places where they refide only for cultivating 
the friendfhip of the Indian Princes, as at 
Palembang, Jamba, the comptoirs of Java 
and Bantam. 

When we confider under thefe diftinflions, 
thefe different countries, their . extent and 
their diftance, we fhall be obliged to agree, 
that the Company has pufhed a little too far 
its commerce and its navigation ; and tKat^ 
when fhe reduces herfelf to narrower bounds, 
(he will five great and fuperfluous expences, 
and would not gain lefs treafure. 

VIII. 

Of the Colonies of Ceylon and the Spice-IJlands. 

Befides the kingdom of Jacatra, Macaflar, 
and a part of Ternate, the company poflefles 
the property of Ceylon, Amboina, andBanda. 
There is in the lafl of thefe ifles no other 

power, 
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power ; but although we find many princes 
in that of Amboyna, fhe is not the lefs ac- 
knowledged fovereign of the extent of its tei> 
ritory which belongs to her. Thefe domains 
are thofe which ace juftly called by die title 
*af the Dutch colonies, and where the parade, 
worthy of majefty, is abfolutely neceflary. 
The fruits which the Company draw from 
them, recommence them largely for the ex* 
pence, and infiare them the better the peace- 
able pdfleffion of thefe territories, which are 
the only jielburce of the Company. It is, ne*^ 
verthelefs true, that «heir commerce is de- 
clined, but there are means of repairing the 
lofs, or at leaft ©f preventing the further de- 
cline of lit. 

The Spice-HIands require to be kept in a 
good ftate of defence, and the colonies to 
•fee well provided for. Thofe, who have 
heen napoti the ipot, k*iow how much they 
Jiave negle&ed thefe articles. Banda is ftrong 
by its fituation and its caftles ; Amboina, on 
the contrary, is fb weak, that although they 
have known, for more than an age, the bad 
ftate of its fortifications, they have never 
dreamt of putting them in order. The con- 
junctures will not always permit the execution 
of enterprizes fb, expensive ; but, if they had 
every year done a little, the work^vould lo^g 
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ago have been finifhed. The declenfion of 

. the colony of Ambioaa, is perceptible in 

the diminution of the crops of cloves, which 

are the principal produA of that ifland, and 

the moft material part of the -public revenue* 

It is more than fifteen years that they haw 

not only permitted, but even ordained new 

plantations ; without which, in abundance, 

the want would not be removed. It is the 

• fault of thofe oppreflbn employed in the fer- 

vice of the Company, Who, for a longtime, 

have devoured every thing for their own fab* 

fiftence, and who, not content with a legal 

benefit, tread every thing under foot, till the 

inhabitants, are diiguflcd with their labours, 

of which they fee all the advantages pais to 

ether hands. 

The only means that we know of redreft 
ing the aflairs of the Molucca ftlands, coft^ 
(idered as a private colony of the Company, 
are to recommend the culture of die lands in 
Manado, and alfo in the other neighbour- 
ing ifles., and to augment the "purchafe of 
gold duft, if it be pofiible, in order, thereby, 
to render more fupportable the expence occa- 
sioned by this frontier. 
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Batavia and Jatdtrd. " ' r: 

IT is certainly for the glory of : the Cqm^ 
pany, to interest herfelf in the.lplendqi;a^ 
aggrandizement of Batavia; .this has h#?DL 
univerfallyacknowledged, as true in all^iu^s^ 
frpm the making that city the. bails of \${\ 
c0abli(hment in the Eaft-Indies, and the' r ai> : 
rangements that have been taken in CQjife* , 
«gience, have been accompanied with a flic- 
ceis fo rapid and fo ftriking, that at prelent 
tl^is capital may he named the Queen, of the 
E?|ft, as well for the number of its inha- 
bitants, as with refpe& to its magnificence* 
The revenues which the Company draws frpm. 
that colony, and its dominions, in thejkingr... 
dQm of Jacatra, are eftimated at one million 
pi florins ; but they muft be more than that* 
i£ we comprehend the duties on the faie of . 
mprchandiie, tbofe upon the fifhery, and 
many others, which have been ceded for the .. 
ere&ion and maintenance of a privy council, . 
- We have faid, and we repeat it* that if the 
Company would referve the commerce of the 
Indies with Europe, and in the Indies, the 
returns from the comptoijrs to the Weft ; if 
lb? would colled in the capital, the two prin- 
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cipai articles of the commerce of the Eaft, 
which are the ipices and the copper of Japan 
in ingots : if with thefe fhe was to reduce 
her Ordinary expences to a reafbnable medio- 
crity ; if (he took care to T provide Tier colo- 
nies with all the neceflaries for drawing from 
them the fruits required; if, in fine, (he 
granted to each the liberty of navigation and 
traffic, with an exception to the Eaft of Ba- 
tavia, it is not to be doubted, but that city 
would become, in a fliort time, the center 
of commerce, and the lource of a fruitful 
opulence ; it would be the retirement of rich 
men, who would fix themf elves there by 
choice, as a retreat, or with defign of di£ 
pofing of their fortunes to the beft account. 
They ought to be infpired with the utmofl 
emulation, to negle& nothing that may ren- 
der life eafy and agreeable, particularly by 
abundance, and an uniform price of commodi- 
ties. * 
Numbers of families* who have been fpread 
through divers territories in the Indies, pre- 
fer living in this capital > where there reigns 
more than any where elfe, abundance, repofe, 
and fecurity, under the protection of the Com- 
pany, The Chinefe have began to cultivate 
the lands, which is a forerunner, to them, 
of a perfect and extended culture. The lands 
Vol. 1. H ot 
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of Preanger, fituated about a day's journey 
and half from Batavia, produce, although 
they are not the beft, and in fpite of the lit- 
tle care that has been hitherto taken of them, 
peafe, beans, cabbages, and other legumes* 
What might not be gained from the lands of 
Java, the fineft and moft fertile in the wbrld* 
if they were cultivated as they ought i 

We know by experience, that thofe of the 
Dutch nation are not proper for labour: 
whether from vanity or idlenefs they difdain 
this fort, and love better to live in indigent 
idlenefs. For which reafon, it would be 
proper to employ, in agriculture, the Saltz- 
burgh countrymen, the Palatines, or others* 
who -might embark fucceflively, ten or more* 
on board every fhip the Company. lends. In 
a few years there would then be labourers 
enough for cultivating the lands y arid ixn- 
proving the new ones. No perfon caii 
tfoubt that thefe men would find in the In-i 
dies an honeft fubfiftence* from taking a 
very little care about it: for without burthen-* 
ing themfelves with the coffee of the CpnW 
pany, nor exhaufting the country by plan- 
tations of fugar, which ought to be left to 
the Chhiefe, the (ingle article of pepper 
might fiirnifh the wants of more thian a thori- 
fand. It would be .right for them, during 

the 
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the -five firft years, to advance an hundred 
crowns, to place them in a ftate of procuring 
the neceflary utenfils for cultivation, that 
they might be able to fublift, during the 
time of getting their lands in order. The 
xeimburfement of thefc fums fliould be 
made as foon as their circumftances would 
permit." 

The extracts which I have here given of 
this memoir, and which was written by one 
of the Governor Generals of the Eaft Indies, 
contain many very curious particulars. They 
let us into feveral important circumftances 
attending that famous Company, which are 
up where elfe to be met with: it appears 
evidently that there is much fhew in the im- 
inenfity of the commerce they cany on ; and 
thole, who are lb eager to rival the Dutch 
in the Indies, ought certainly to make a 
ftrong diftin&ion between the trades theqp 
carried on : we find that it would be for the 
advantage of the Company, to lay open all 
the commerce of the Eaft to their own fub- 
je&s, except that of Ipice, and copper of Ja- 
pan ; the other branches add much to their 
expences, but not proportionably to their 
profit. Thefe are objefts which it much be- 
hoves any other nation to get a fhare in, 
though none have a great reafon to hope it, 
H 2 . ex- 
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except the Spaniard*; their being poffefled o£ 
the Philippines might, render them terrible 
rivals of the Dutch ; for ip thofe iflands the 
product of cinnamon is qojpmon, and, in #11 
probability, nutmegs and doves might alio 
he cultivated with equal, fuccefs ; but thefe 
advantages are in the hands of lb lazy jand 
unenterprizing a peopley that the Dutch ha\fe 
little reafon to fear any.thiijg they will dp. v 
But a circumftance of great moment }n thip 
memoir, is the clear proof we have in it^of 
the decline in their Eaft India affairs, ^he- 
<ther or not the author is exactly righjt in ^U 
his obfervatipns on this head is not Qf ,nvjch 
importance; but the general fad on which 
hfe grounds them, the decline of tracje,, is 
extremely evident. Now it is very obferygbde* 
that this decline has taken place in the.r^idft 
of general, peaqe, without any accidents, or 
fudden changes -that Qould • -affeft the , ,copi- 
jjpaejee; Aif^giyes one no flight reaibn to 
9pnclude rT: ^hat the.a^fopr is npt right ip fyis 
^ropofals fiff abaiuloi^ng depart of the traf- 
;fic, w^h dpes not v e^J. the reft, .merely 
-with a : Vi^Wv to, contraftj ^pences : the real 
i: fa£t Is, that gr^at.(i}fiqefs in all trades,, in all 
^branches! of general gpfiiiperce, is ever found 
to attend a$ .j^^^f^^y^d . enterprizing 
period ; ,Un»es jj^whiftk great undertakings 

w are. 
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are common, and in which trade and war 
go hand in hand : the foundation and pro- 
grefs of the Dutch republic itfelf is a ftriking 
proof of this; and that of their Eaft India 
Company is equally to be produced as a limilar 
inftance. While the fpirit of enterprize and 
conqueft lafted, the trade of the Company 
flourifhed ;* but the moment they fet thenn 
felves down quietly to enjoy what they had 
gamed, from that time their qommerce de- 
clined. The Portuguese experienced mi- 
nutely the fame fate ; that vaft commerce 
which they poflefled in the Indies, was all 
railed in the midft of war and bold enter- 
prizfeu : in the prefent age, the Englifh Com- ( 
pairf perform the greateft feats in the field, 
arid is conftantly engaged in war ; do we not 
fiild in this period, while the expences occa- 
fioned by fuch war run higher than ever 
known, that the trade of the Company 
is alfo greater, and its affairs in general 
more profperous than ever known ? The 
dead calm of peace is good for nought but 
breeding corruptions, and flackening all dis- 
cipline; but in the din of war, and the 
hurry of enterprize, there is a keennefs in 
every mind, which has a beneficial effeft on 
all tranfaftions whether of arms or commerce ; 
befides, difficulties arife, and are met with on 
H 3 every 
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every hand, which for ever keep a&ivity 
awake, and make commerce profper better 
than when every gale is favourable, and every 
fea is calrrf; nothing is fo much to be dreaded 
by a commercial people, as that flothful in- 
activity which long eafe and fecurity are 
fure to bring. I have been led into thefe re- 
flections by the obfervations jvhichr are com- 
monly made on the Eaft India Company of 
England; many perfons have found imjjch 
fault with the idea of wars and conquefb, 
but let me remark, that the more of them 
the better ; when once it ceafes to be a fpi- 
rited, enterprizing, warlike company, it 
/will ccafe to be an advantageous trading one* 
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C H A P. V. 

Qf the Prefent State of the T>uUh Commerce 
in Europe. 

TRAVELLERS too often, for the fake 
of amufing their readers, Sacrifice the 
fRore ufeful objects : I do not apprehend that 
a journey through Holland, with fbme re- 
fidence in the principal cities, 'fhould pro- 
duce nothing more than a defcription of ca- 
nals and town-houfes; on the contrary, F 
think it more ufeful to lay before one's read- 
ers, fuch accounts of agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and commerce, as can be gained both 
by converfation with the natives, and alfb an 
examination of their heft writers > with 
proper extradts from fuch parts as never ap- 
peared in our language ; by thefe means, a 
traveller is enabled to mix the ufeful with 
the agreeable, and give better and more mo- 
dern accounts of thefe matters, than other 
wjriters who have preceded him. I con- 
duced myfelf on this plan in the laft chap- 
H 4 ter t 
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ter^ and I (hall- d6 the fame here, but -taki>ftg 
different guides. 1 ^ 

The B A L'TiI C. 

; BEFORE the a& of navigation in £r^ 
gland, the commerce of the Baltic employed 
from a thoufand to twelve hundred (hips. "of 
Holland, which, for the moft part, went half 
loaded, and returned wholly fo? the^om- 
^merce of Norway, alone, employed tliree 
'.Hundred (hips every year, of four or five 
: Kindred tqns. The a£t of navigation having 
^^rained the carrying trade of the Dutjfija* to 
; r her ports to the fingle commqdities produced 
in Holland, their commerce with the&brth 
at once differed a great diminution ; aiicTthe 
j, jincreafe of the EnglMh marine augmented in 
f England the confumption of the commodi- 
ties of the North, proper for the conftru&lon 
T . of (hips ; which weakened the commerce of 
t the Dutch in the northern feas, by the coin- 
.,;. petition of the Englifh, infinitely difadvan- 
itageous to the Dutch merchants in all their 
f (ales. Thefe two caufes, which flow from 
. the fame principle, are the reafon of the ac- 
, tual (late of the commerce of the-Dutch with 
■ ' ' th<5 



the .North, which is .rodiice^. ,to half th# 
which England poffeffes at present. 
The importations at Pe- 

teriburgh of merchan- Rubles. 

dize from Holland, in 
.1753, amounted to 47*69 1 5S 

The exportations to 344,792 3 i 

JExcefs of the importa- 

.. tions of merchandize ■ 

rr upon the exportations. 131,699 26 J 

jn 1754, the importa- 

.. tions arofe to 396,797 23^ J, 

Tfhe .exportations to 3*7 $35 69. i 

£xcef$ . 81,961 54 i 

We may therefore value the importations 

.jojTjfbef. Dutch in merchandize from Peterk 
jbijrgh, at a common year, in time of peace, 

. \af. tjwo millions, or two millions and a quar- 

' ter of* livres, or about one hundred thoufand 
pounds ; and the exports to fixteen or {even- 
teen hundred thoufand livres, or about %- 
venty thoufand pounds ; and the excels; of 
the importations on the exportations, at 
from four to'fix hundred thoufand livres, or 
about twenty one thoufand pounds. The 
increale of the Englilh marine, fince the a& 
of navigation, has doubled five times oyer, 
in their ports* the confiimption of the pro- 
4u£ts of the North, proper for the conftruc- 

tioa 
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tion of their armaments. The conftant ap-r 
plication of England to acquire the empire of 
the fea, has given them to understand, that 
the principal means of following it coniifted 
in a great navigation, and a great commerce ; 
and that nation has likewife procured itfelf r by 
the ability of the negotiators of its treaties of 
commerce, the greateft advantages. It is 
tinder the protection of thefe treaties that 
England has eftablifhed houfes of commerce 
in the North, above all at Peterfburgh, and 
in much greater number than the Dutch, and 
infinitely more rich ; for this commerce re- 
quires foreign houfes to have great funds for 
providing arid contra&ing with advantage, 
both in the fales, and alio in the purchases 
made. It is the Englifh who give price to 
the merchandize of Ruifia, and who give 
the tone to the commerce. 

If we judge of the commerce of the Englifli 
in the North, by that which they carry on 
at Peterfburgh, we may conceive them to 
have half the trade of the Baltic* Accord- 
ing to an account fent from a houfe at Peterk 
burgh, out of 327 Ihips which entered in 
1753, there were 

149 Englifh 

70 Dutch . '* 

3 French 

8 Ruffian 



*u 
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.■ > ■■■.: 8 Ruffian r ;.• • .■* 
• * 25 Lubfcckers * 
18 Daniih - 
*- r ixt Mecklengbuughers 

« 6 Dantzickers 

* • ■ 2 Hamburghers 

lt - ■ 10 Stetiners 

1 Holfteiner 
14 Swedifli 

327 Total. 

The exportations from 
. England in merchan- Rubles. 

, dize to Peterfburgh, in 

I 753» was 2,084,4% 70 J 

The importations in mer T 

chandize only # 999^3 &7 

Excefsofthe exportations 1,084,524 3 J 
Jn 1754, the exportations 
, amounted to 2,207,924 24 i 

The importations in mer- 
chandize 989,693 92 * 
Excefs of, the exporta- 
, tions 1,218,230 31 i 
We may therefore value the expectations 
of the Englifh to Peterlburgh, in merchan- 
dize, one year with another, in time of peace, 
at from ten to twelve millions of livres, or 

near 
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uiear five hundred thoufand; poimds. Thei* 
importations at fivetnitlions* or wear two buii- 
4red and twenty thoufind pounds ; and : the 
balance at fivteor fix millions -of Hvres* ?lri 
time of war* the excefs is much greater* as 
Ifogland imports from Ruflia a much ■ greater • 
quantity, of hemp for her maritime amia* 
njents.. ■•./.■ : ±.- ' •'! bi.,-i 

^ The general merchan- ■ .■.■h«r» 

ydize exported to Peterf- - ^ i* 

. burgh in 1 753 amount- * . ■ ■ •■•>: <■ 
v ed to 3,461,38362 

^Che merchandize entered 3,220,623 76 t 
J&ccefsof the exportations 240,759' 85^ 
Jja/1754, the exportations ;/,o\rv/K 

>o amounted to * 3>577'939 99 - : .^ 

The importations to 3,279^09(7 88 tft 

J&Ctefs of exportations 29 8,842 > rfo 1 ■ 

. ., We may therefore value the balance <if 
exportation and importation in the total tradd 
Of Peterfburgh, during thefe two yeatte of 
peace, at from twelve to fifteen hundred 
thoufand livres, or about fixty thoufend 
pounds. The total of the trade being from 
tbirjty-three to thirty-five millions of livres, 
or about one million four hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling. 

Such is the picture which may be given of 
the progrefs of induftry in Ruflia, if we may 

believe 
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believe the minifters of that empire. It is 
true^ that the government has given much 
attention to gaining all forts of manufa&ures, 
particularly all fluffs of wool, (ilk, and 
linens* which they partly effeft by their 
minifters at foreign courts feducing work- 
men, to go thither. But as they a& upon 
bad principles, the fuccefs is not anfwerablef 
to their hope. Foreigners f tranfported thus 
to Ruflia, are unhappy, and their induftry 
is not natural to the country. 

The commerce of Holland with Norway 
is principally for timber, in return for which 
the Dutch pay large fums of money : with 
Sweden (he trades for iron, and feme naval 
ftof^s, for which (he (ends all the produ&s of 
th&Eaft Indies, and of the (buthern parts 
of Europe, but have been much rivalled 
therein by the French. Her principal Bal- 
tic trade is with Dantzick, from whence 
ihe brings amazing quantities of corn, and 
in return fupplies Poland, through that city, 
with more commodities than any other na- 
tion in Europe, particularly in Eaft India 
goods, wines, brandy, and all forts of ma- 
fa£ures. 
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GERMANY. 

THE trade of very confiderable tra&s in 
the North of Germany centers* at Ham- 
burgh, which can be confidered only as a ri* 
val of Holland ; but the central and Southern 
parts of the empire are fupplied * in a great 
degree, by the Dutch : they have a large tradfe 
with Bremen and Emden, for the fiipply -of 
the interior country ; but the commerce of 
the Rhine is moft confiderable ; the Dutch 
alone have this trade, and they regard themi 
feives aknoft as the proprietors of the navi* 
gation of' that river: this navigation- goe* 
far into Switzerland, and by means of * the 
Mo&lle, the Maine, and the Neekar, a prodi*- 
gibus extent of populous country, with maiiy 
great towns, are connefted, and tra<ie imme* 
diately to Holland. The induftrioufe dty^bf 
Nuremburgh lends a variety of manufec- 
tures, particularly toys, of which inEnglaaid 
there is a vaft confumptioft* and which ate 
called Dutch toys, becaufe we have thtefll 
from. Holland. It is neceflary to be expla- 
natory of this inland trade; as the- writers id 
the Englifti language, who have treated of 
the commerce of the Dutch, have generally 
overlooked it* 

Br 
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' By means of the navigation of the Rhine, 
the Dutch ferve the four Ele&orates of the 
Rhine, Sarbruck, Deux Ponts, Baden, Wur- 
temburg, the BrifgaU Spireback, Alface* 
almoft all Switzerland, and the greateft part 
of Loraine, with all forts of fpiceries, drugs, 
oils, rice, whalebone, tin, copper, brafs wire* 
fugar, tea, coffee, the wines of France and 
Spain, brandies, dried fruits, dried and falted 
fifhfr &c. Of moft of thefe commodities 
there ban immenfe confumption in almoft 
all this extent of country. Holland main- 
tains by her commerce that of Frankfort* 
which ife only a grand magazine-, fubordinate 
to thofe of Holland ; fo that almoft all the 
connections, all the correspondencies, and the 
commerce of that city, which extend them-* 
felves far into Germany, are nothing but a 
commerce at fecond hand, of which that o£ 
Holland is the firft. 

The woods which come to the Dutch by 
the Neckar and the Rhine ; the wines of th« 
Rhine and the Mofelle, the pot aflies, tha 
iron, the tobacco of Swabia, the Palatinate* 
and of Spireback, are all very rich, and make 
the principal articles of the returns in this 
commerce. The loadings of the boats 
which come to Cologne, are for the greateft 
part of fine merchandize, infomuch that the 

loading 
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loading of a fingle barge often amounts to 
five of fix hundred thoufand florins. Sutfi 
is the idea of the foundation of this com* 
merce, that we muft, for difcovering the 
whole amount and advantages, obferve tha 
markets in Holland and Germany, and in the 
other countries that take a part. We muft 
confider Holland as the tegular and forced 
market, where all thefe countries buy all the 
commodities named above* both for their 
own ufe, and fale of the fupsrfluity. We 
ought, at the fame time, to diftinguifh the 
fefpe&ive proprietor* of the commodities, 
and the merchants who come in between 
thofe proprietors ; and obferve, that it is by 
means of thefe merchants that there exifts 
any bargains and fates, freights, or return, 
if we except the article wood, which is alt 
done by commiffion. No merchant in Hoi* 
land makes his purchafes in Germany, nor 
fends any thing from Holland on his own 
account, with exception of wines* bec'aufef 
they do not fend the wines of anjr cpttntry to* 
Holland to fell, but by cotomiflion; arid 
wood is bought only by commiffion at the* 
firft hand ; the wine and timber merchaiitsf 
of Holland contradfc upon the fpot them* 
felves. There are alfb little traders in Hot 
lan4> who charge themfelyes with conduc- 
ing 
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$ng toettthandb* of this fort m their awn 
boat* ta Cologne $ their commerce extend*' 
no further : they remain af Cologne till thejr 
hare made their (ale, and purchased a loading 
for z return ; thefe loadings are not rich ; 
and there ate not, perhaps, ten barges ia 
Holland that life this commerce, on account 
of the proprietors* 

All the reft of the commerce of the 
Rhine* both out and home, is carried on by 
conumflion ; they fell in Holland by corn* 
miifion the hides, p6t-afhes, corn, and to- 
bacpo. Some Dutchmen fpeculatfe in thefe 
articles, and in making their purchafes at the 
place ; this however is rare. All the mer* 
chants, thole from Franckfort as well as 
all the other cities concerned in the naviga* 
ftenof the Rhine, make their purchafes at 
A4$wrdim, or Rotterdam, by their correfc 
fltflfcflflt The boats, which make the na<? 
rigtfto^ fton* Holland to Cologne, have only 
I ttW frlj ^c a in freight from the proprietors ; 
l^h^ fcav* they any intereft in the pur> 
chafe of &le of the merchandize with which 
th*y ut loaded ; and this trade, by freight- 
ing, ^steads np farther than Cologne, where 
the merchandize is unloaded, and loaded 
Igoin on bo^4 *he boats of the country. 

Yol.L , I The 
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;\ The commerce of the R^ine is an obje$f 
of more than ten millions a year ; and beudes 
the profit that the Dutch make .upon, the 
purchafe and fale of the merchandize, " this 
trade further gives three precious branches, 
which are. of the moft fblid benefit; the 
freight of the navigation from Holland to 
Cologne, and from Cologne to Holland, the 
commiffion and the circulation of credit, 
which is a regular benefit without -any rifk. 
In calculating thefe three extenfive branches 
at a value of more than one hundred. -xpiL 
lions, it is eafy to form an idea of the folid 
benefits which Holland draws from the na- 
vigation of the Rhine. 

: If the duties which have been impofefl at 
Wefel, on the navigation of this xiver* are 
fuch as render the navigation of Holland to 
Cologne dearer than the carriage. -by .. land, 
either from Maeftricht to Cologne, .or from 
Bruflels ttf Treves, it is not to be doubted 
but the Sovereign of Wefel, andhisiubjcfls, 
will lofe entirely all benefits arifing from the. 
navigation of the Rhine. All the commerce 
of Holland, which is made by that ,rive^ 
fiaight equally be made by taking .the 
Rhine at Cologne, and the. route by , land 
from Maeftricht to Cologne, or. by taking 
the MofeUe - at Treves ; the trade . might 

equally 
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equally be followed in thefe two routes ; and 
it would in fiich a cafe happen, that the 
' great duties impofed at Wefel, which the 
Sovereign has reduced to a branch of his 
revenues, would produce fcarce any thing ; 
but at the fame time would be ruinous to 
his fubje&s. Thefe two ' new routes, 
which commerce would be forced to take, 
tvpuld add, without a doubt, a new value to 
merchandize; above all, to that which 
would be fent by the route of Maeftricht to 
Cologne ; for this carriage by land could not 
be lefs than three or four per cent, on the 
merchandize, and perhaps more, if we con- 
fider the incumbrance on the merchandize 
that returns. 

Re/pedting the route of Bruflels to Treves, 
the government of the Low Countries is 
too enlightened and too wife not to favour, 
with all its protection, the tranfport of the 
commerce of Holland by that way, if the 
duties impofed at Wefel obliged the Dutch 
to take it. This route would become, per- 
haps, lefs advantageous than that of Mae£ 
trecht to Cologne, and might do, inftead of 
it, if the navigation of the Rhine was loaded 
with heavy duties. 

■ We, neverthelefs, ought not todiffemble, 

in allowing that great mifchief would refult 

I 2 from 
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irom Buiificijufifg this navigation'. With* fofcr 
great duties.. But this evil would fall prin- 
cipally upon all that part' of Geitciiftfy 
#hicfr eipbrts its? timber and other common 
ditleS By ffi£ NecKar^tSfeMaiht,- Sie Mofelle, 
iridi ttre Rhine. The pfojjriefers would life 
forced to ieff alf ffieir. commodit?& all k low" 
pride, tor futB«im£ the Wrtip&Mbti of dfcf- 
$and«£ of (hc&mS foft iff tifc rffaV&ctVW 
Holland } arid tneir trmBef forced to fifpfc&k 

-fuchReaWAftieS, be&fafc taaitfe to' 1k* A- 
veyed By atij' otKer aaVigafloA; -fe&ffiNg-' 
^enarfly clfoj? fcfd coritempfiole pfi&§; : ' li/i 
, The commerce 6F tire l^lefe ft riof JftVfe 

"jecl ibirrip&rfant^ tftf the fia%mbh titfo*& 
the country of Liege is of confe^ieace^W 
nlafcesa greaf cbhfuftMSh of TplceV iu^tr, 

,iea, cdffee, t drugs, fifti, .hides*,; aftd tea^f 
of the cbmm\*Htfes* 8t tire Ind&s*. iMlarirf 
clraws froni thence arms of aS lc¥fe, ftwe%' 

, charcoal, iitfenfils df iron of all lorisY WiJ 

. She caries by land from' NimeguM' Iftet 
manufactured of woollen Huffs, whifcfi itfe? 
jpread m great fnimfeers in tH8 eiiVlrbriS ls# 
Liege, Abr ta Charlie, and fii tte ifoHfJ^ 
orjdlieri; wools' of all f&rtsV 3Kef oft*?* 
&C. &c. This article is vtfy fi'cB, !$&<*- «$<g 
6nly ftag&iiie tflU& fifcifca fiiade'W 
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j^fe merchandize is^t Nwaeguenj ibr being* 
carried by.&nd fd their deftmation,', has eft* 
^Ijed^m^ - 

..r,rv. .. 

,.. ,!r$LE Pj#ck;furnifli to the Aufbrian pro- 
jfi^es Rifles, ,fugar, tea, coffee, 4™gs <tf 
^Ji,^srtS, cpcpa, linens, Iiidw fluffs, ray 
!&$£, Spanift TO 1 * £<W» .fefs, po|- 
jj$#s^tjn, lead, Rhenifh, 'and .Mofejle jvuieg, 
4bpfe ; pf .^pajiii, tpfcacco, ojls, fifl* dry aijl 
.faited^iyprjr, jhe fruifs s of Prpyenceand It^i^, 
«$£$» jetton, a^4 all the merchandtze , q£ 
jj&&cl^vant, $ax-feed, timber for building, 
: «£ec,.. ;.j£hey draw t prjncipafly in returji,'9Qrh, 
f ^ii; VcpkWa fe«ns,' Jage t ^r^ awjj 

I i!r j'JTije cpn^er^of^thefc provinces. Is .ona 

^pf^e-qjjpft -advan$agequ$ ^ranches; ofthat^ 

Jg^ljand, Slje ?quld .not jofe ^yvo articiesi 

.jfcPfP interring t^gn tfc faje ,pf printed 

, j[ineji£, and 0/ J$p£r. The paper mjJ,Is : ha\je 

y^e}} J»U?h W?rffe* ^f^l^Jte Jgarsi, ,', aipyd'. thi^y 

'ita? S^iifid^^^s ^arit\^dliijen$ 

^fld fottons, ,,^t An\?ers j $he .Dufcfti ,\yiJU 

di ifcmte && flfe Wn?. m ef 9 e jfetti . tl^e qq1<* f 

?ii!»» e «r e ^ng coleteed. mill^' > " 
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"* The admhiiftration of the Auftrian pr<** 
Vi rices has made, from time to time, feveral 
efforts' for drawing their commerce out of thfc 
hands of the Dutch ; but thefe attempts are yet 
too weak, for giving afenfible decreafe to the 
Dutch trade. Such are the burthens which 
they have laid on the importation of herrings 
from Holland ; and. the precautions takeft 
for importing all the Spaniih wool that fe 
wanted at Oftend, ^vhich the manufacture** 
at Limburg, Verviers, Juliers, Ai* la Cha- 
pelle, &c. draw at prefent from Amfterdam 
and Rotterdam. It is certain, that the ad- 
mhiiftration of the Low Countries will fuc- 
ceed, when they come to be-dire&ed oil 
good principles, in providing thefe provinces 
by fea with herrings and falted fifh ; but 
they can never make it an objedt of com- 
merce with foreigners in competition with 
the Dutch, while the provinces remain *h 
deftitute of a marine. The article of the 
import of Spanifh wool, eftablifhed at Ok 
tend with fiiccefs, cannot fubfift to the de- 
triment of the Dutch, any longer thari the 
Republic does not prohibit the fhips of its 
^fubjefts from tranfpoiting the wool to any 
but its own ports ; beCaufe the merchants of 
the Low- Countries, from whom they pro- 
cure the commiflions, are* not in a ftate of 

loading 
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loading the Spanifh wools in {hips of their, 
own; they are obliged to freight the Dut?h 
Jfcips.. "If" they undertook the navigation 
themfelves they could get no freight to 
Spain, Cdrifequently, the trade would become 
ruinous to themfelves and the manufacturers. 
Thus the Dutch will preferve.all they poflefg 
of .the commerce of the Auftrian provinces^ 
while .thofe provinces remain without a trad T 
ing marine, 

.■ GREAT BRITAIN. , 

FROM the eftablifhment of the Repuh- 
lie there has always been a great trade be- 
tween it and England in fpite of the efforts 
.of the envious of both nations* which are 
absurdities ; while France and England, are 
at all times rivals in doing mifchief the one 
to the other, and perhaps alfo to all the 
-other nations of Europe : they have disputed 
^jrith each other in negociations of alliance 
with the Republic. Each of thefe two 
powers has prefented a fyftem of political in- 
terefts to dr^w the friendfhip of the Repub- 
lic : it is certain, that the French negotiators 
might make a merit of the greateft and moft 
fcnfible interefts of commerce, nor could it 
be. conceived poflible for England to remove 
I 4 the 



:\ty i^\^^ia^pf&t ^ on^A to employ 

: frmiteft& fftpeawr tfc thaferWhich rHe imttHh 

4iately fkun?comxtteR:e f ^HoJtehd 'farmttify 

carried oh with England &-very cofofitertiSfc 

One, for the ^tuatton in which etoiftflaerce 

' was in general through fmropei ihh 'has 

declined vtefy much flnce itS5 T » *h e epc«h«- of 

>#*# H& "of mvigatitm :b ^glaiidi yiThei 

putch take of England, tobacco, tinfwfcolfcjk 

jjpods,. jewels, clincalleryf corn, lead,/ &p, 

From ^ciitknd qn& 5rejan& &k *)«f atfd 

•falmon* butter, tallow, hides, coai, r&e. 

,&is*mmfiqfcrCfc ^ 

.Inland. tAfter the cpttfi^te 

\lafcd of this merchandize Ato*peta^8^,*s 

t <j'*pttfted, but does not yield the-J?fl|chri9^i^ 

%t 6f more^thati a miltion, . ;-;r»f?* 

v- *The duties or sbfdlupe^ 

-jfcign irtSntiftf&upes, particularly 'On $n^ 

Hfitot' ftQtfv 'Holland, qrexxwjng to^ie^Wffc 

^vith which Gwat Britain, ami above aliens 

land, fras given fo the cuhu*e of^ftax^-aiiH 

■ fhe making* of ftoen. The *3£pqrts fcwn 

Holland afc 4l»oft entirely reduced to 

■jpices, ^ gains thfe ffeigfe? 

» and the cbfnttiSion of $H 'that is:ftrnifl«W 

£'y ^Holland ; .fo that ?f tJhc^halsnce between 

&e ttVq cOtiftt!*«S- ^^arsTWt fq5®&df^ita^ 

g?ou$ 
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!g««teT»» the farmer :as itTeabf k, 'k is •&*- 
«ifa&#lik balance i* fo amK&r?tffe&e4 fcygie 
i*»ei«ft of thtft imme«fe proportion .of 'ffce 
vfiational debt ©f England, Tvhich belongs^ 
*bt32*n;oh. ■'■«'• 

;t- -•• ■":•■; ;•: ."■ ■ ' : .' .. ■: -■' • •• .'•" ,"5 

in *ti..- .■:■". ■ ■ . -^ 

^#ifete -been always very cqnfidfcrabls, ahd* if 

^ry great importance to the tiVG cafci&n$; 

t*ttt abetve all torthe French, by she prtodi^r 

4&as tquantityof merchandk&e Hvhidi 4f)ie 

lDat*h ■ draw fixrni that kingdom; both <&r 

^tfhelr 'ovm ufe, -and for xmdiitainxng >their 

-eorAjHerce with other nations?: but it may 

4» truly iald 9 1 that this commerce is> alfiy nf 

fxuich confequenoe to the Dutch ^crotonjy 

w4*r^theirown neceflary confumption 5 but by 

^lofing this trade -they would aiib lofe >the 

*benefit'of their expectations to, France ; -a^d 

in their importations, the benefit <4f ihetf-t£ 

•4brtments for the North, a branch t>f freight 

.^aid navigation • very extenfiye^ with sll -tke 

• /*ccd3&uy advantages of the a>ag*zines ' in- 

rJiolJand, of merchandize €sat : -to}dpid brought 

^firbm'Prance, -articles infinitely -precious jn 

ijHakitaining the population of the. Republic, 

y Jt (Hdnifinre imports -tjie- D«db >xnuch^ to -cul- 

«?. :■: tivate 
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tirate with care this commerce, and to mam* 
tain tbeir fupririority over the Hapfeatic 
towns* whofe competition they have to &£• 
*ain. . 

. It is not left true that the commerce of 
Holland is very interefting to France, and 
that fhe could not be removed from it with- 
out. lofing the precious advantages of a great 
competition, and thofe likewife which refute 
from the interior confumption of Holland^ 
which is. not to be defpifed ; for if there are 
|MfQdu<3:ians in France, which Holland can*- 
not do without, there are alfo many others* 
3nd much interior confumption, that would 
fee wholly reftrained, if France burtheaed 
this commerce* We may therefore hold it 
for a very plain and finiple truth, that the 
immenie commerce between Holland an$ 
JFranc* is refpe&ivelyufeful to the two nation, 
jand that neither of them could burthen jp: 
I without doing mifchief to the- other, and alip 

to themfcives. - .— ' 

rl , , We may. divide in general the cpmmerce 
.which the Dutch carry on with France into 
f two branches ; the trade by land; and that by 
lea. The firft has for its objcdt the manu- 
factures, clincallery, and the modes which 
the Dutch draw from France by the Low 
Countries.. The maritime commerce, we 

know 
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know is carried from all the ports of that 
monarchy, and is not bounded by the pro* 
du&ions of the kingdom ; it embraces alio 
thofe of the Colonies, and fome articles 
which her Eaft India Company receives from 
her eftablifhment in the Indies and China, 
The Levant alfo furnifhes many articles of 
confequence, by the way of Marfeilles, 
which enter into the commerce of Holland 
with France. 

The interior confumption of Holland, 
founded in luxury, takes many commodities 
imported from France. For although oeco- 
nomy reigns among the Dutch, the con- 
fumptioii in their tables and their drefs is in- 
finitely increafed. Neverthelefs this impor- 
tation from France furnifhes a rich re-expor- 
tation. It was eftimated, before the laft war, 
that the returns from America to France, in 
fugar, coffee, indigo, and cotton, amounted 
. from one hundred and forty to one hundred 
and forty-five millions per annum, or 
6,343,000!. fterling. Near half thole com- 
faiodities, excepting the cotton ufed in the 
manufactures of France, is feat from France 
to Amfterdam or Rotterdam, either on ac- 
count of the Dutch, or to be fold 011 account 
of the French : all this rich part of the 
commerce of France is entirely employed in 

re- 
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jfc^xpoftatioa ; jfor Hotiaod dcaips foorfay 
JK#» Gatonie* as much a^i&ittcefiaty >for <faer 
mkn cx*n£*mption in . ail che& article. , f - 3 
?< *3rhis immenfe wpoitatiaii ibom FttftU* 
*s -made £iirireiy day Dutch ihips ; *thua #t 
jptffiog to tixe advantages of cominsrGe *h* 
jWieer^nty) which ac^^ ,the ^ulktff 

Jwying and felling, we *>ugbt to xaMaftft 
ilttfif great Turn, Js^whidutba liohos oCtti>e 
Republic are increafed with a pjkyfi^l jQ^ 
,teinty; the freight, importation aad^Hpgftt 
*ifl«ri y «beciAoms f :Ae lpadingand wIspA* 
iag m -the ports of Holland* ithe Afetfiefccftf 
i#tott$p> &e. *nd .the commkSon^ '#dNP 
atlfoider inodetaH,«the importations aftjinfr» 
^l^mtions of JHollaixi, her naivigatipn, *&i&}~ 
ItOpe* and the advantage* of aflmtaiejtfs^f 
•goods in jjer .^geaeral maga»bc t tbe»i»i£to 
?$r$Gtch of commerce aucuse precious jtosbtr 
r>ihan that jvith France, aud,whieh;ibe- PJjgta 
rik> .preierve with > the jgjaeateft caaoe : ihcxfetsi 
^Ibft &roe advantages <rf < her iwring iiflwwy* 
:l>ut that <>f France is t^o we^to.o^ iv^n 
$l!iWDgft foreigners ; but it h increjrfed;to>4a 
fax infinite •; prejudice in . the; interior jccw- 
.4vnption of that kingdom* : ^TheiF/^ufth 
*J*ave «ot . roadeiayeak .#fla?ts «Jbr .gcttiugiktla 
vi^eir^wn^haqds their *rade*Jto.thc North) 
^>ut the ituus&wtis ^ qf Jthataj^Wt ^^tioii* 

pally 
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pStf^-ficaxfko& hy flfcS commerce of After 
jrftt^ *equiw too great cncouragementsr £tfr 
dsfcryhfg oar fh^rr .- own commero* of th# 
N0H&? fec*u& the benefit is much inferior 
ttf&tt of ther American commerce* Ttere** 
*&<^a«*tlifer ma&o, whkh ought fof a tati$ 
ferite to £refef *e the Dutch in pofiefiWi^ ^ 

th#eteai^^ M*y 

tfftfc* cdkmnercfe of France, ami the fittfataqr 

df iftt*ft of die French merchant*, TW 

tfWtttn^rcd of ihe North de*pai*ds very oo»£- 

iwtbte fttns to be advanced far a long timfl* 

Jtid c<*ftfd|ueirtiy_ a great fcapi&iU bug efcv- 

flbyed for 4 rety moderate profit } while tbfi 

JftteHift jpaid for mohey* employed in thtf 

wfei&erce of Fiance, is always rfec&oitcd qt 

^* percent: Few of the Frfendi tnerchaftt* 

cfefdtft ftftnH {efficient for waiting: the tetugi 

ifcfr fdl little profit : they are uibd to trade^t 

fetttl capitals, and to make theit greater opf- 

-rflthtttt rather tra their credit .than their $#« 

r fiat; but in the commerce 4f the Nof$h 

? nothing can be done by credit* efpeci£%£n 

-Ruflia, where they muft give a yearns credit 

in Celling, and in buying pay a year befort- 

* hand, in order to trade to die beft advantage. 

-Thfci* ate but few merchants in FWiic^.in 

t&aJke of fuftaming £b tong a credit* to;^o 

- -JWljmd any mifchief by Mw^tifkm. ;„ j 

v 1 :-; The 
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* • 'T&c merchants of France' carry on- flie 
Americarl' commerce with very moderate 
funds ; they fend off cargoes almqft entirely 
dn credit, and they get eafily and quickly 
new funds when they have received advice 
Of the returns being expedited, upon which 
they may make their affurance. It is the 
fame very often with the funds of the ' 
Dutch, to whom they fend their returns oh 
tommiffion, who remit them two thirds, or 
three fourths of the value, with which they x 
fupport the credit of the firft cargoes, and 
gain frefh credit for new ones. It is duly 
the American commerce which gives' itx 
France that happy facility to the merchants 
which their capitals fo much require. Thus 
it is, the French merchants themfelves, who 
contribute the moft to maintain, the Dutch; 
in pofleffion of their carrying trade, and'the 
Commerce of the North, which they will 
preferve in the fame manner a long time, 
efpecially while the commerce of Francft 
with America continues flourifhing. 

S P A I N. 

THE trade with Spain is divided into 
two parts extremely important, that 'of the 
produ&ions natural to Spain, fahidi arfcxar- 

ried 
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tied on in the different ports of the kingdom; * 
and that of the American produ&ions, de- 
pendant on Spain, which is all at Cadiz* 
Spain is not fo abundant as fhe ought to be 
in her home produce, nor fo much in Eu- 
rope as in America ; but fhe is enough lb for 
doubly enriching the induftrious nations, by 
furnifhing their induftry with a great num- 
ber of new materials, of which fome are pe- 
culiar, fuch as her wool, cochineal, &c. and 
alfb by finding a great confumption for the 
produfts of their induftry. The trade of 
Holland has fuffered fome diminution in 
thefetwo branches of commerce with Spain, 
but this diminution is much more fenfible in 
fhe laft. 

The competition in the firft part of the 
Spanifh commerce is, on the part of France, 
England, and the Hanfe Towns, infinitely 
ijicreafed. The Dutch have, befides, loft 
the advantage of carrying on this commerce 
jvith . their own manufa&urcs ; they have 
been obliged to employ thofe of other nations, 
and to make an ceconomical commerce of 
raw materials, inftead of working them up, 
as they did heretofore ; this branch is never- 
thelefs very rich ftill. 

. .The clandeftine commerce between the 
Colonics in . America is At. prelent almoft 

entirely 
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entirely m the hands of the Englifh, h? 
neana of their cftabli&ment* m the ifles of 
Jamaica and Providence, and by their inter- 
courfe wkh the §pani£h Colonies is become: 
extremely eafy> and alio by the eftablilh-* 
ments which have been granted them by the 
kft treaty of peace, in Florida, Caropeaeby* 
and Honduras ; infomuch that that i&tipit 
makes at prefent, by Spanifh America, hal£ 
£s much a£ the commerce which all Europe 
heretofore Carried on by way of Cadiz. It 
is very difficult to re-cftabliih this rifck and 
important coibmerce, in which the Dutch, 
had & large a part in ite.antient ftate; tho 
Hierthant8 of Holland can only make ufeiefe 
complaints, likethofe of all other indtfftfious.. 
nations of Europe, equally interested in the 
declenfioh of the American commerce at 
Cadiz. 

But if it is difficult to flop the abtofes of 
dandefUne commerce with New Spain, fo 
prejudicial to the legitimate commerce of all 
the nations of Europe, it i*, perhaps mart 
difficult ftill, to prevent an entire comjueft . 
of that part of America, which has great 
reafon to fear the forces of the English Co* 
lonies of North America, united with thtt 
Mother Country, Thfe taking of Lotiit 
ferugh, by provincial troops, in 1746, wftft 

th« 
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the firft effay of the natural forces of New- 
England; and the Englifh Colonies of North 
America have, without ceafing, fince that 
time, extended their population, their in- 
duftry, their commerce, and their marine. 
The cities of Bofton and Philadelphia have, 
alone, more than two thoufand fhips at fea ; 
and they are at' the fame time infinitely for- 
tified by a great number of regular troops, 
which England maintains among them: 
we may eafily forefee, that thefe Colonies 
will, one day, form enterprizes more ex- 
tended, and more rich, with equal fuccefs. 
The conquefts of Mexico and Peru would 
not prefent, perhaps at this time, more dif- 
ficulties than conquering Louifburgh ; but 
would be of much greater importance, both 
to the Englifh and to Europe ; and we fhould 
fear that the. a&ual fituation of their com- 
merce, and their maritime force, would 
enable them to perpetuate this ruinous fupe- 
riority/ without the projeft being founded 
in the fyftem of their government. The 
Englifh Colonies in North America have at 
prefeiit more fhipping than England itfelf 
had' at the beginning of the laft century/ 
Alt their natural produ&ions, if we except 
the'lMterials proper for the conftrudtion of 
fhips. ar6 the fame as thofe of England ; and 
V<L I. K thefe 
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thefe Colonies being given to manufactures, 
and with liberty of navigation on the Euro- 
pean feas, 'are come to be in commerce 
a rival nation to the European Englifh. 
The trade of peltry, and the materials for 
fhip building, with the confumption of ma- 
nufactures, do not indemnify England for 
the prejudice which arifes from a competi- 
tion already very mifchievous,. and which 
cannot fail of increafing ; for, on one hand, 
the manufactures which are carried into the 
Colonies ; and on the other, the degree in 
which they extend their population and 
their agriculture : they fend into Eu- 
rope a great quantity of rice and corn, ; &c. 
which come in competition with the Englifh 
corn in all the markets of England. ! 

Both European and American -Englifh, 
have equally a great intereft in putting a flop 
to the effeCts of that competition, *or to in- 
demnify themfelves by other branches* of 
commerce. The Enropean Englifh have, 
above all, a particular intereft in opening 
new markets for their manufactures, of 
which the confumption has ceafed to in- 
creafe in Europe. The lale to the Weft 
Indies, by the clandeftine commerce, al- 
though very confiderable, is hot fufficientto 
make amends for the diminutipn of the con- N 

fumptioa 
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fumption of Europe, which is owing to the 
exceifive dearnefs of labour, and the neceffity 
pf Supporting the weight of the public debt, 
will not allow a change. 

Motives, fo interesting to a commercial 
and warlike nation, with forces fb confidera- 
ble, both in Europe and America, ought. to 
make Spain fearful of lofing one day or other 
ihe,riches of the Weft: Indies ; and other na- 
tions of being deprived of the part which 
they take of thofe riches by a legal induftry. 
A nation that fuftains and authorifes for fb 
great & number of years* a clandeftine com- 
. merce, at the expence of all the indubious 
part of Europe, will allow us to believe, that 
flic would equally legitimate in her eyes a 
violent ufurpation, which fhe might honour 
with tjie title of conqueft. \Ve may regard 
the commerce of Europe as menaced with 
this revolution, if Spain does not fortify her 
Colonies with care, if fhe does not render 
laccefs to them infinitely difficult, and if fhe 
does not meet with a powerful afliftance on the 
part of other 'nations, in cafe of an attack. 
It is thus, that the commerce of the Dutch 
by Cadiz to the Weft Indies, is extremely de- 
clined, from the clandeftine trade of the En- 
glifh : in America ; .and will perhaps be one 
day entirely ruined. 

K 2 POR- 
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THE firft and .principal branch of; |$us 
commerce has-been, fince 1703 in the h^nds 

'of the Eqgliih : it coniifts of the importation 

•of woollen manufa&ures, which no nation 
but England has fent in any quantities .; to 
[Portugal: this has rendered the Engh£h ;al- 
moft entirely mafters of the trade of Brazil, 

i which was given them, hi the treaty |nade 
by Mr. Methuen with the crown of Pflr- 
tggal in 1703 ; it h^s constantly brought in 

. ar^lance every year in favour of England ,pf 
five hundred, thoufand pounds : a balance ,ib 
great drawn from Portugal by onefinglenatipn, 
hasleffcta&thers but a very moderate com- 
merce wkh that kingdom. The exportation 
pf corn to Portugal was a very important 
object to the ^ Dutch, but the Colonies of 
New-England have, for forne years laft.paft, 
carried great quantities thither of as good a 

v quality as. that of Europe, and at a much 
lower : priqe^ 
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» THJ& IJfttfih ;have a , very great trade to 
Italjr; ifcJtfr a capital maik# ? .for their mer- 
chandize 
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chandize of the Indies, of America, and of 
their fifheries ; and for alraoft all the mer- 
chandize which they import from Germany 
and the North. This trade is principally 
carried on by the ports of Genoa, Leghorn, 
Venice, Naples, and Meffina: thefe five places 
are the magazines of all the merchandize 
which the reft of Italy furnifhes to foreign 
countries, and of that which thfcy receive iii 
tfeturh. 

This country has been the original of all 
the filk manufactures in Europe ; but the 
French have rivalled the Italians with great 
fuccefs. The manufacturers of Lyons, who 
fend to Italy every year an immenfe quantity 
of their fluffs, efpecially rich ones, fhew 
plainly the declenfion of the manufactures of 
Italy* Ordinary filks are made at London ; 
alio' at Berlin, Vienna, in Denmark, in Hol- 

: land, in France, and at Lyons. Almoft every 
ivhere there are filk manufaftures, where 
the mechanical part of the common bufinefs 
is as perfe& as at Lyons. At London the 
blue is finer than any where elfe ; and the 
black is very (uperior ; the workmen there 
are alfb better paid, better furnifhed with 
every thing, better watched, and are more 

■equal in their chain, and finifli better every 
thing they make. Without entering into 

l - : '■■"-' K 3 infinite 
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infinite detail, when we compare the fub* 
ftance pf fluffs ai}d the beauty of colour, or 
black fating hi general, with thofe of EngV 
land* we cannot hefitate in the choice, if 
t-jbere is not a great difference in the price. 
Many of the filks of England are incontef- 
tibly finer than thofe of any other manufac- 
ture, but others are preferred, becaufe they 
are cheaper.— The articles of genius, tafte, 
and art, are difplayed at Lyons, in all' their 
richer; and the merchants of that city know 
Jjow to make the moil: of the fruits of their' 
i^.Ouftry,' exhibiting their fabrics particu^ 
l^rfy.in.all Courts ; for Lyons is the ittanu* 
fadure of all the Courts of Europe. : ' 

\y> ..'. ..: ■•■;. • ' • '.V 

*,r,-i The. LEVANT, .,.'.: 

, U TH IS commerce has been along time 
{he,firft and richeft branch pf the trade of 
gqrope; it is to this branch of commerce' 
that we owe $he mulberry trees, filk and 
$aaaufa&jires of iilk, find the birth of almoft 
$\1 the ufefvjl and agreeable ^rfs {hat wq 

WW* • . ;/ 

, u The benefits, received from the Levant 

f r^de ? like that of Ruflia and the Eaft Indies^ 

£onfift in the returns, particularly for thofe 

Rations whp are able $9 export cloths ; ror 
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this is the only article of exportation made 
by the merchants to the Levant, that is truly 
rich and beneficial to themfelves, and to 
thofe nations that fabricate them. The Le- 
vant was accuftomed only to the Venetian 
cloths, when the Englifh, French, and 
Dutch entered into a competition with the 
Venetians; and as fafhion took very little 
with the Levantines, thefe three nations 
gave their firft attention to imitate the Ve- 
netian manufa&ure : theie cloths were imi- 
tated very promptly in England, France, 
and Holland ; and this imitation was, after 
the difcovery'of the new route to the Eaft 
Indies, the moft fatal ftroke to the commerce 
of Venice. This branch, the moft precious 
of the Levant commerce, is almoft entirely 
loft by the Dutch ; a decline which they have 
met with in common with England. It is 
uniformly the effeft of the high price of la- 
bour, which has for a great number of years 
railed the prices of the manufactures of both 
England and Holland. ' 

England, always employed in the care of 
extending and preferving her commerce, has 
taken all poffible precautions for prefervihg 
the fale of cloths in the Levant ; except thole 
which could alone revive this branch of 
commerce, which was tot carry them as 
K 4 ch<ft£ 
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od.Jcheaper-' to>>maafeet than > thofe; of France; 
3>he Frehxzh r feave;it<hkiJito a greater. .cheap* 
nefs of their cloths, a more proper conduct 
for » in&tring* and perpetuating the :fale^ by 
Submitting the commerce to. regulations ex* 
ttemely wife,, concerning the fele of .the 
goSodainthe Levant, and their maiiufejftuteb 
in Languedoc. 

^ #:hey diftinguifh in the fale of cloths^ in 
the Levant, the free ports, from thofe whisk 
*qxz not; that is to fay, they diftinguiflt»- the 
market, where the cloth is Ibid in r stale!© 
beconfumed in the place, from thofe whpre 
ithe^ bale* of drapery are difpofed of h^ 
.whoifaie, in truck for merchandize, or far 
ibeing exported : in the firft, as at Cairo and 
•Copftantinople, where this icanfunaptioi* is 
limited, the retailers, from the examptef6f 
,thofeof Europe, alk an equal price to fervetheiai, 
4$ ; a rule ■;■; from whence came the French re- 
gulations, which have prefcribed fixed prices, 
atodthey alfo judge, ; that this rule may in 
^'father ports be ill placed, and burthenfbnie 
to the trade; they judge, by the local cit- 
tufoftances of the commerce, that it is nte- 
ceflary to unite the French merchants, for 
felling, to the men j who are themfelyes 
tiftited and leagued -for buying, Withooit 
the* affi&ance of regulations,' there Would 
*.■■■* often 



often fee, bdtweea the mejefcants of -neigh* 
bpuring ports* a competition tarhich would, . 
lijfce a civil war, be mifchievaifcs to*aH. 
v • * It is- to thefe regulation?, ;(;which; the com* 
naerce particularly demanded),' and to the 
cheafmefs of the cloths, that the French owfc 
thtfrptoiperity of their commerce to* ritoLe* 
vant, and the fuperiority which they have 
acquired .over all other nations. They have* 
kfcfides the advantage of aflbrting in thdr 
eipoits three articles, which are become o£ 
infiliiteiconfequence in .rthis commerce, viz?. 
4ugar, the coffee of. Martinico,. and indigo, 
^larieillfes,' which is the only "magazine in 
France . for tlie Levant commerce, drains 
thefc three articles iirom the firft hand, and 
the oonfiamption of fugar, .and; coffee ,3f 
'Maktinico, is prodigioufly. extended in tfcfe 
Levant* Independaatly of their dried fruits, 
the Levantines are come to ufe much .fugar 
ia their coffee, and to mix the coffee of 
Martinico with that which they draw at pre- 
fect from Arabia by the caravans ; infomuch 
that there is fcarcely finding any coffee of 
Mocha in the markets of thp Levant, that is 
©ot % mixed with that ,Ojf JVIartkwfo, 

It has been ptfoved, by a ftate taken from 

the. regifters in the Chancery; #f France, and 

\>y thofe of the cuftoms feat to the French 

.■v.,; Minifters 
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Murifters in 1750,, that from the epocha of 
the French, regulations, the total . of their . 
jales is augmented confiderably ; that thofe of 
the Englifh, which were but one year be-. 
fore the regulations 2200 bales, was found 
to be reduced to 400 bales, and. fometimes 
lefs ; that fince this epocha, the Englifh have 
not fold in twenty-five years more than 8700 
bales, often, twelve, or fifteen half pieces; 
while the French, in the fame period, fblci 
43,35 2 bales, often or twelve half pieces. 4 
". Notwithftandtfig two a&s of parliament 
for flopping this decreafe in England, ffill.it 
has continued; and the Engliih have no 
me^na of regaining a fuperiority, or even 
xaifing a competition, but by a low price oiF 
labour in their manufactures, which is ver^, 
difficult to procure. ' The Dutch are unifec 
the fame difadvantage as the Englifh in this 
.commerce, in refpeft of their cloth .manu-. % 
fa&ures, fince they are nine or ten per cent^ 
dearer than thofe of France ; arid it would 
be equally difficult for them to lo\^er the 
prices by a cheaper rate of labour. But the. 
Dutch have not the fame reafons of politics 
qx jealoufy, as the Englifh, which will not, 
permit . x them to carry on their commerce 
with the manufa&ured - fluffs of foreigners. 

Tie 



HOLLAND. ijy 

The trade of Holland appropriates to itfelf 
the manufactures of every nation known, and 
generally employs, with an entire liberty, 
the produ&ions of indiiftry of all countries* 

- Freight and CQmmiJJion, &c* 

OF the commerce of freight, thole of 
banking, commiflion, and infurance, m are 
branches of the Republic's trade the moft 
Iblidljr rich ; but particularly thofe of freight 
and commiflion, which two are always furc 
and privileged, and accompanied with no rifles; 
but thefe branches have, at the fame time, 
their fource uniformly in the aggregate of 
all the other branches of commerce in the 
State ; infbmuch that their decrease, their in- 
preafe and prefervation, depends entirely oil, 
and" varies according as the general trade in 
the ftate more or lefs flourifhes. We muft 
therefore regard all the other branches of 
the Dutch commerce as fo many canals, 
which carry into the heart of the Republic, 
the alupent of freight and commiflion, bank- 
ingand infurance ; which enriches at the lame 
time a thousand brokers, and furniflies a 
fhoufand means of fubfiftence to a numerous 
people, TTtafe are the trije and moft folid 

riches, 
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lifehes, which refult from a # great oeconom*- 
JC$ commerce, fuch as that of Hollands 
■ ? Navigation is, without contradiction, thtt 
JpTiticiple of a great power and what ougfhfc 
to be more intefefting to humanity, it- is the 
fource of a great commerce ; the nation wfio 
poflefles it multiplies on courfe *its fhipsj 96 
proportion to it ; and practice always btfftj£& 
ihis advantage, that their failbrs^lteti^fe 
toOre hardy, and navigate trtbrfe "fecinftfyt 
than thofe of other nations ; for whitK- rat- 
ion fuch a nation employs fewer men, 'and 
can make the tranfpbrt of commodities & : & 
cheaper rate than others. ■ >vij,t 

! A commercial nation draws to it? all fffife 
materials neceffary for conftru&ipg 'IMptf* 
ie'amen, and all forts of workmen aCcef&iy 
ibr, or that concern the marine. It ^is 1 tfiVfe 
that Holland has infinitely augmented' her 
population at the expence of other 'ri2tioflfe' T ; 
it is thus that a navigating nation may de 1 - 
ttlroy the '(hipping of other nations, or pre- 
sent their raifing any ; it is in this refpeft the 
-fame; as with other nations iii manufactures. 
They are the lame conferences' flowing 
'from the fame principles in two different? 
i&i>je6ts : but navigation has a much ftronger 
influence than the other, in raifing a political 
po\Ver;- for manufactures can only draw 

riches 
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tj^jbes to .a ftate; but navigation, befides the 
riches.it procures, gives a real force to th$ 
ft#e;, it is, at the fame time, very difficult 
fqr^tions, who excel, or who predominate 
iu;. the arts of manufa&uring, to prevent 
oth^r nations from eftablifhing the likp 
among, themfelves by the fame induftry* 
B/Jtit is very eafy for a nation, who reignj? 
UfiPP the fea, to prevent any other nation* 
from becoming fo powerful on it as to rival 
tliem; thereon. 

^ The principal end, which ought to be the 
Aim of all nations who navigate, is to son- 
ftrud perfect fhips, and to raife good failors, 
and.alfo to build them cheaper than other 
oattqns. Holland enjoyed for a long dmp 
%tiefe two advantages ; the firft, as far as the 
.fitiaation of its ports would admit ; and the 
'jfecopdi from the low price of labour, and by 
- procuring with great oeconomy the mate- 
rials, at the firft hand. 

The commerce of freight is principally 
maintained by that general (Economical trade* 
which makes Holland the general magazine 
f>f merchandize from all parts of the world. 
*We,are not neverthelefs to believe, that the 
Dutch navigation is carried on totally for 
thpir own account ; ov that their conimerce 
^uiufbrjnly; confifts in going to buy the mer- 
chandize 



■h 
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chandize of Southern nations, to form aflbrf* 
jnents for the North ; of from the North, { to 
ibrm thofe for the South ; but it is by this 
commerce that the Dutch have formed a ge- 
neral magazine ; and this being once gained, 
Holland was immediately regarded as the 
firft market in Europe ; and it gave birth to^ 
-another branch, infinitely precious, . and 
which equally produced the means of fu^fift- 
ing the people, and much extended the com- 
merce of freight* This market* being: is* 
girded by the merchants of all other nafions, 
as that where they could, with mofl eafe 
and moll: convenience, fell or buy all forts ■©£ 
merchandize, has given to the Dutch- ; a 
commerce of cornmiffion very extenfive j^ i$- 
lbmuch that a great part of the merchandize, 
which is brought at prefent to Holland by 
Dutch fhips, is for the account of foreigners, 
and exported for the fame : and a great part 
.of the commerce of Holland confifts *in : buy* 
.ipjj and felling for the account of others. 

Of the Progrefs and Decreaje of Commerce. 

THE different branches of commercg, 
\yhich confift in the employment of fhip§, 
and making faks and purchafes on the ac- 
count of all the merchants of. Europe, and 

• leaking 
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making the circulation of a great credit, and 
an immenfe fum of paper, always accompa- 
nied by the benefits of brokerage, &c. arid 
the infurances have, as we have obferved, for 
their foundation, all the other branches of 
the commerce of the Republic. Thus is 
the univerfality of commerce in the ftate, Is 
more or lefs fiourifhing, fb alfo are the parti- 
cular branches which depend upon it. We 
may neverthelefs obferve, that thefe branches 
of the commerce of Holland, have not their 
prosperity founded in the benefits arifing 
from other branches, but uniformly from 
the volume of merchandize w^hich fills the 
general national magazine. It is ri'dt- of 
much confequence to thefe branches, that 
the merchants buy and fell with little or 
much profit, but it infinitely imports them, 
that the merchants keep in the magazines of 
H6lland, always in the fame degree of abun- 
dance, the aflbrtments of all the merchandize 
of tHe four parts of the world ; and that the 
ceconomical commerce always fuftains the 
reputatioft which it has given to Holland, of 
being the firft market in Europe. But if 
the decreafe of the other branches of com- 
merce diminifli, the amount of the maga- 
zines in this article, it muft iieceflarily 'fol- 
;low, that the commerce of freight, of com- 

miffion, 
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xniflion* of banking and infurance, muft di- 
minifh in proportion* 

Since the a& of navigation in England, we 
may obferve a decreafe in the commerce of 
Holland ; but a decreafe, perhaps, too trifling 
to attraft the immediate attention of Jthcgd-; 
vernmeht. This decreafe has had two eaufes, 
independantly of the ad of navigation g. jone 
, of which might have been eafily fordeeh/bto 
perhaps prevented ; and the efie&s\of*rthK 
other have been confiderably tveakehfcL- 
The wars, which have happened fince that 
time, and the progrefs of the general know* 
ledge of commerce, which has withbut 
ceafing extended itfelf through all other naw* - 
tions, and muft neceffarily diminifh the trade.' 
of the Dutch. - V 

The wars terminated by the treaties 6f 
'^limeguen, Ryfwick, and Utrecht; arid 
laftly, by the laft treaty of Aix la Ch&pellej 
have fucceffively obliged the Republic to 
make ufe of a vaft credit, in borrowing enof- 
moufly to fuftain the expence : thefe debts * 
have burthened the ftate with an immenfe 
fum in intereft, which could not be paid but • 
by augmenting excellively the imports, • 
which have fallen, for much the greateft pkrt . 
of them, on the oonfumption of a country 
whofe limits are extremely bounded, and 

confequently 



consequently upon induftry. This hasten* 
dercd labour infinitely dear ; this dearnefs of 
labour has not only retrained almbft all the 
manufactures and induftry, for interior con* 
fumptioh, but it has alio' given a fenfible 
ftroke to dhte commerce of freight, an ac* 
ceffary part, -and the moft precious of th* 
commerce of ceconomy : it has rendered 
fliip-building dearer, augmented the prices 
of ail the ifrork* on which navigation de- 
pedds, and like\Vife all that of the ports and 
magazines. It could not be poffible then to 
augment 'the price of labour without giving* 
inrfpite of every effort of the ^economical 
©etch, a fenfibki advantage to other nations, 
who wityldf raife a 'tirade in freight, and of 
buying arid felling. 

* /The fecoitd caufe of the decreafe of the 
confintttte of Holland has made as rapid a 
ptojgrefe, and continues to make it in our 
days. If 8" Company of the Indies has lofi 
infinite advantages by the eftablifhment of 
thofe of Englahdi France, Denmark, and 
Stffedeti ; but it is in particular the competi- 
tion of that of England v^hich has done her 
the moft hurt. All other nations now aim 
at carrying on a commerce thither dire&ly i 
and the nations, heretofore the leaft commer- 
cial in Europe, have almo# arrived at this 
Vol /I. L point. 
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( foint> *The part* of the Baltic, and .iha «♦ 
ties of Gfcrmatiy, carry on, is far as it is pvtir 
4$le, their trade direftly with the South df 
'Europe ; and iricreafe every day a competi- 
tion with the Dutch ^ in their buying and 
ifelling trade. Each nation endeavours to 
have as much commerce as it can; and itone 
4>ut what gain fbme increase at the experice 
iofthat of Holland. "* ; --.hA n? 

i % Nevertheiefs this general induftty night 
foellbe allowed to reffraift the trade of Hdt- 
land ; but fbme wanted to extend it to Kfcrfott- 
tire deftru&ion* Her returns from the J$3tft 
Jndijes and America, joined with her fifittry, 
place her in a condition of 'forming, ^fl&itf- 
tnefets, which would always give ll©r 
4i decifive fuperiority over the Hanfe Towiii, 
who never can procure themfelves eqilal ad- 
vantages! and this fuperiority wouid> be 
greater yet* if the Republic gave a new^ At- 
tention to her Colonies in American If: their 
. imjtfovettierit was well conduced, their prd- 
-Vlu&io&s might be extended to replace, ift : the 
total of their commerce, a part of the tifctii- 
^liution it ; has undergone It is ohe of tlie 
/iribft pteeious branches of the Dutth &£&, 
and merits «more than the precarious " att^ii- 
*&dvi it Ka$ met with, ■ " ~ , :r>: i *.- 

: --*■ v- -^ ^'-If 
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rlrwe obferve : with attention- the a&ual 
Jarogrefs of iuduftry among all the nations- erf 
Europe, we (hall fee it happen, and perhaps 
ipeedily , that all nations- will have a nattiril 
/commerce, and a degree of power* propoc* 
tioned to the riches of that commerce, nearly 
relative to the extent and nature of the ter^ 
rijboty which each nation poflefles, whether 
in Euirope or America. The territorial 
:*iches are the tpit riches of the ftate ; and 
^bfcigovetnmen^, which applies the national 
induftry to give them all the value they arfe 
triable of* is that which will give the ftate 
*:pawe* the moft folidly fixed, It is this 
principally which ought to render the Dutch 
mora precious of their American Colonies* 
It is oflly ia America that Holland can gaia 
the advantages of a territorial power. 
- Commerce does not at prefent afford to 
any nation in Europe the legitimate means 
4>f acquiring great riches from any. thing 
but its territory 5 or from new diicoveriag. 
Tliefe are, without doubt* difficult* \but 
they are not invincible to modern induftry. 
It/ is certain, that there ftill remain to be 
njade in the interior parts of Africa, in Ame* 
ricft* and in the Terra Auftfalis, difcoveries, 
which, though they have been often fruit* 
Jefsly attempted, might yet be made with 
the greateft fuccefs. 

L % "The 
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Tbe Whale Fijbery. . 

i VARIOUS, have been the placarts piiift 
lifted by the. States for the regulation of tfrf$ 
fishery, which was once entirely in the hapdj 
of .a Company, but it was at laft thrown 
into the moft advantageous fyi\cm ^ha$ 
Jtould be devifpd, ajid great fuccefs has be§;i 
the Gonfcquenccj- Thp Dutch fend eyery 
year two hundred and Afty fhips from Afft? 
,fterdam, Rotterdam, $a$d«n,. and Ifcni, 
and the confequenceof^ttepapts agreat rqany 
more, Befides the hazards of the fea, which 
are great, there are otliejr^ which render, th? 
fifhery often very unfruitful to a great num* 
ber of (hips. There are fonw that qafrjijivc 
whales, And others, who are forced to rejtyrn 
with only one ; a return which does not! fay 
expellees* . *j^ 

»i 'The ihips. deftined for this fiihery aw 
from two. to three. hundred tons, and tlw 
cretars proportioned, to the number. ofceH*- 
loups which each veffel tab?* to fearfikf^f 
the whales, jtndiharpponthpnjj; each .flripilU* 
four, five, .fix, or feven* chaloups* audita 
each chaloup^iix or^ieyen tmen : befide&j&c 
ihips: which gt>,ojily for ^^&«y* thq^are 
-cfeery yeasvtwimtjkftYft o^jdjurtj-. fa&$&ps> 

.; from 
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from 50 to 70 tons* who go at the fame time 
for trading upon the coafts with the favages, 
exchanging axes, hatchets, pots, &c. for 
fkins and furs. But the benefits arifing f&m 
the whale fifhery are much diminifhed* by 
the competition of the Hamburghers, Danes; 
itid Sweden. In 1765 only 190 (hips were 
fcttt, infte$ci of -250 formerly. " Art has 
given for feme years -a fmall encouragement 
to It, by employhig'fhe Ipermadeti, intteadaf 
tvax, for candles. This part of the whale, 
which finds but a very moderate confumption 
ill pharmacy, is at prefent dearer. 

:':'■■■* 

The Herring Fifhery. 

'' THIS fifhery has been the cradle of the 
Dtltch marine, and the firft.fource of the 

-riches of her commerce. The herragg 
fifhery has been a long time the moil can- 

'fiderable branch of the commerce ofTHol- 
fend : it was therefore called the Golden 
Mine of the Republic, and the Great 
Fifhery, to diftinguifh it from that of the 
Whale, which was not comparable to it* 

'M. de Wit, in writing on thia fifhery, aflerts, 

that there fubfifted upon it four hundred and 

fifty thoufand perfons. It had been repeated, 

lifter M. deWit, in all the^writipgs that 

L 3 have 
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have appeared on the commerce of Holland, 
that the fifhery brought in. evpry year {ixty*t 
fix millions of florins. Thofe who have 
cohfidered the: a£hial ftater of this fiflicryy 
look upon this Valuation las a very great ex-^'t 
aggeration; and it is one in effeft, if wen 
Were to believe, that it amounted to 60 os- 
70. millions, divided among all thofe inte-v 
rafted in the filhery, whether merchants, r 
&Ci or common fiihermen. But it is nofcthe\ 
fkne, if we would, eftimate the iwans; o£ 
ikbfiftanps which the fifhery fpreads through* 
the Republic, and the utilitiy which /this,; 
njbterial gives to the different branches .of * 
i(fa;commerce : this is the true light iiv whiclv< 
it? ihould be viewed for valuing it properly* ■ 
aud cultivating the real - amount !of it to the-?, 
fkte. 1 . In this method we fhall find, that tho£ 
$ftiniation> of ib many millions is .not jpM-a;:« 
haps too excefiive ai prefent, although : thfe : 
fiifa/y is' infinitely decreafed. - . ■■ , ? , 

cSThere are at preient 2000 buffes of aUjaa^ 
t'KWi§,ei»pioyed; ii> ,thi$ fiihery; .tho'{^i.pC ; 
HQllarid are more numerous than any pthdr; 
bilt they dp »<# £X?eed 1000 annua%, ^J*. 
is ^branch, of «Hiiniejrce that jia§; loft i$an}r 
of: its advantages by the .^RRipetition q£ 
J&aace m& .EpgJawi." * ^ • -.v.. 

h:r:. :;^-; ." ;:,» ,,lv ,'^^r ..% : : ,GpK*0l: 

mm .j ; y ■ ...... . .. . ., i % ■■ , j .■ ' » . 

* j,#e Cpippacfce <Je la Hoflanck, Topi t ; & 3, 

1 
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General Ohfervations. : r 

■■■:.■ '■;•) 

IN England, we have been amufed with ; 
fa many accounts of the Dutch commerce- 
in dictionaries, treatifes, and political pam- 
phlets, three fourths of which are copied* 
from one another, until the fir ft intelligence -, 
is in feveral inftances one hundred and fifty 
years old, that any perfon ufed to commercial- 
reading can hardly fail of being difgufted at 
it: this great fault in our authors is carried 
to fuch a pitch, that we have new books* 
every day publiflied, concerning Holland, 
which take the accounts from Raleigh and, 
de Wit, and other writers as antient, for; 
their guides in the prefent ftate of its trade, 
&c. The truth is, the Dutch commerce is 
much changed fince the beft writers flou- ■■ 
riihed, who are known in England ; and it 
is the bufinefs of a perfon, who travels 
through a country with any attention, to 
jre&ify the errors of thefe eternal copiers, byt 
giving, as well as he is able, the prefent ftate*. 
of every thing. Five hundred books will- 
tell the ftate of Holland in the year 1600, 
but I want to inform the reader how matter*? 
are in 1768. Whatever comes within the! 
fphere of dired obfervation I fo explain ; and 
L 4 yrtiat 
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what I cannot thus become acquainted with, 
I lay before the reader in translated ext rafts 
fitom new works, publifhed abroad, and al- 
moft unknown in England ; of which, /lur- 
ing my. refidence in Holland, i have heard 
good chara&ers for authenticity, from pen- 
fcns very undemanding" in 'the compflWrce 
add politics of theirs county * : 

• But, before I quit the fubjeft of the'ttatfe 
of'Holland, I have in general to remark, that 
there are in England two ideas cottfmon coti* 
owning it, both which are Very erroneous ; 
Some imagine, that the commerce of thdL 
Republic is funk to iiich a degree, that her 
decline is fwift, and foretells at nt> kmg pe± 
riod the diffolution, rf or at leaft the futfjeQion, 
of the ftate to a neighbouring power ; others 
on the contrary, who have heated their iitfia- 
ginarions with the idea of the amazing com* 
.meace, and maritime power they once pofc 
ieffad, will not readily allow the real declen* 
fton, which has undoubtedly come upOtL 
them ; but confide^ the Republic at prefemf,. 
in, wealth and power, upon principles that 
would have been juft through the firft half 
of the lair century. : few perfons make due, 
allowances, for changes, nor will they rea- 
dm >ifcer a mean caurfe, when extremes are. 
(v .^utSh ipaDia dazzlklg and hrilliant* The, 
..../ truth 
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truth is, that the Dutch yet- poflcfs a very* 
considerable commerce ; it was formerly* 
much fuperior to that of England, in ihip* 
ping, tonnage, value, and profit, but at pre** 
lent much inferior hi every one of thofe &w 
tides, and of this there can be no doubt : ifc 
is alio a fa£fc, that for the laft twenty year* 
the trade of England has much increafed* 
wfareas that of Holland has been on the de- 
cline, if we may believe the moft cajidid 
men amoog-theffl ; and, at the fame time* 
that England has increased her commerce,/ 
the other powers of Europe have done the 
lame: the French trade indeed has not, ex-- 
ceptia a few particular branches, gained any 
thifig;; but the Spaniards, Italians, Germans, 
Panes, Swedes, and Ruffians, have all aid*- 
vauced; and, as the author quoted above 
juftlyobferves, at the expenceof the Dutch.* 
This general emulation in trade continues 
m its full force, and even encreafes every day, 
to the diminution of the Dutch carrying 
trade ; and Ifhould obferve, that the declen- 
fion of their commerce and manufactures has 
not been owing to the high rates of labour, 
(a point in which he is certainly miftaken) 
4b much as to this general fpirit in every 
country of fupplying itfelf ; were this en- 
tirely -general, the Dutch common-wealth 
■-. l ' would 



yrn^ld fuA into inanity Xtbnft is no..(Kxafi<»J 
tehave' recomfe' to .the v rife, of prices, awhile. ; 
a^caufe fo jcouch;mor^ obvious and fimplfl^ 
equally explains it. If it is faid, that the ^ 
Dutch labour is dearer than formerly, I reply* 
that this proves nothing, unkfs you, at the 
fame time, prove that all the labour in J5jir< 
tope is not dearer than it was formerly*- 
This* from the encreafeof money is general*: 
but when kingdoms and ftates are bent upOft-, 
becoming trading nations, they danotea*b 
q&ire into the prices of labour in Holland*:; 
but take every meafure for fupplying them*.! 
i&<*6s with thofe manufactures and produ&su: 
wfckh they formerly took of foreigners, i.^u>^ 
l$tit notwithstanding thefe general, caufi^ 
wfoich have arid- do operate towards thfc>;de-»^ 
clihe of the 'Dutch commerce, yet thatinla^^ 
ti&h is in- the exclufive pofleffion of fomon 
branches, which will continue them. in* so 
gfc&t trade, whatever oppofition they . may 
m^with* Firft, the fpice trade, which isc* 
tctfally theirs, without any competition, andk: 
in' lvalue amounts to between one and two: 
millions fterling per annum; this is. the only: ;, 
instance of a monopoly we meet with in the- 
world ; and I fhould not orait to remark*., 
that it fhews the general amount of trade to" 
be much k&tban is commonly fuppofed; &n 
■:-; ha4 
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had no fuch monopoly ever exifted,* and */ 
fdppofition of one wasftated, it would be* 
imagined more than to anfwer the purpofcs .. 
of -all other trades. Spice is generally ufed> 
all over the world; and yet the profit of aa;- 
abfiblute and complete monopoly does not • 
amount, we find, to two millions a year«,> 
Some writers, of no flight credit, value it at: 
no* more than one million. If we could get 
pofleffion exclufiveJy of the fugar trade of 
the whole world* what a card would it ba 
thought ! much more than to make amends 
for the lofs of others ; but the fadt is, tha$ 
monopolies have, in their very vitals, the 
principles of decay : prices muft and ever 
will 1)e fb raifed that the consumption will 
generally decline, and the vaft expences of 
preferring it will altogether reduce the pro- < 
fit to a much fmaller funxthan any one could • 
previoyfly have imagined. 

v However, the profit of above a million to 
fo fmall a {late as Holland, with the ad van-? 
tages of extending a monopoly in other 
branches of trade, is an objeft of very great 
importance, and cannot fail of tending very- 
powerftilly to fupport the Dutch Republic, 
as long as fhe is able to protect her trade. 
The herring fifhery is another moft impor- 
tant article^ of . which the Dutch have fo 

ij.:A great 
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great a fhare/'as not only brings in immcrffe* 
funis to the Republic, but alfo breeds them v 
an infinite number of excellent iailors; and 
the fame obfervation is applicable to the 
whale fiftiery. * 

Relative to the maritime power of Hol- 
land, in which capacity flie ufed to be nattied 
Jn common with Great Britain, it is by fome 
taken for granted, that thepofleffion of vdry 
numerous mariners is the lame thing is a 
great naval force ; but this is an error i thi 
Dutch marine is not contemptible, but, 4t th'e 
fajne time, it is infinitely inferior to that 6f 
England, and their naval military ftores are 
by no means filled in thfe manner they were 
in the laft century, when they disputed ihk 
empire of the fea with England ; indeed they 
are fo far declined, that give them whatever 
notice^ they may require, yet they woukf he- 
ver have it in their p6\ver to revive their 
fiavy fothuch as to be able to face the'fin- 
fcifb power' at lea ; with A viaw to this com* 
parifen fhey are ab'blutely funk ; but with A 
general view of the maritime force of Eu- 
rope tliey are ftill fbmewhat relpe&able. 
^tfaval power depends principally on the 
number of good feamen ; but it alfo depends 
on numerous well bitilt {hips* well provided* 
on ample fibres and magazines, on numerous 

dock 



clock ..yards* fouacteriea* &c; and- many fhijH 
carpenters kept, in' conftant employ ; all the& 
areas* requisite as numerous feamea in the, for* 
motion of a gceat maritime ftrength ; and ttut 
whole mil: accafion fb* great an expence^ that 
very confiderable treafures muft be at coau 
maud, or a aatibn will never fee a powerful 
navy, whatever number of Tailors' fhe may 
have. 

The afiaiirs however of the neighbours of 
Holland hays, for many yearsy run in^fuch 
a channel, that fhe has. pretty well e&aped 
from thofe interefting fituations which 
threatened her neutrality : while fhe is able, 
by her negotiations, to keep neuter, the de r 
clenfion of her naval power will not have 
very bad confequences ; .but in cafe fhe is 
forced; to take part in a war, then indeed her 
negjeft of the^fea might prove very fatal. 
The confequences, in fuch a cafe, would de- 
pend on the feveral circumftances and com- 
binations arifing from the part fhe took in 
the quarrel : if fhe joined France againfl 
England, a condu& which I do not appre- 
hend fhe would ever fall into, unlefs forced 
to. it by the French armies, her fecurity 
againft the naval power of England would 
depend on the potency of the united fleets of 
.France and Holland ; which uniou would 

be 
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be fo truly unnatural, that its effeds woul3 
not probably be lafting : if fhe joined Eng* 
land againft France, her trade to the Colo- 
nies would be fafe* and her coafts would be 
protected, however low her marine might 
be. 

But if, as is moft probable, fhe fhould be 
able to prelerve her neutrality, then her 
navy will (carcely ever h^ve any chance of 
being reftored to real power; but, on, the 
contrary, will probably declipe, until it is 
reduced to but a fhadow of her former mar 
*inct 









CtiAP. 



ir © v --ir L t A SN «> ? ?f # 



v ..-"J 



C H A P. VI. : 

* M 

yturney through North Holland— The Country 
* "—- * Agriculture — People — Voyage by * the 
* IJlands to Htirlingen— Account of-Frizetimd— 
< *Leemvarden~-Dockum 9 &c.~ Agriculture* 
•v-* ■. . . . . 

I LEFT Amfterdam the 25th of May, tak- 
ing the boat to Sardam, which lies on 
the other fide of the water : it is the principal 
town for (hip-building in all the provinces, 
being noted, when the Dutch navy was in 
the Height of its profperity, for the common, 
though exaggerated aflertion, that if you 
gave them fix months notice, they would be 
ready to launch a man of war every day for 
*a year. Here are at prefent great magazines 
of timber, mails, yards, cordage, (ails, an- 
chors, cannon, and every thing neceflary for 
building, rigging and fitting out all forts of 
fhips ; I counted fixtcea large merchantmen 
on the flocks, but there are docks for build- 
ing many more at a time : but here is no 
greiat appearancfc 0/ the military marine, for 

a man 
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for a mau of war careening compofed the 
whole fight. But it is not only for fhipr 
buildirig that this place is noted, here are 
many other manufactures, particularly of 
paper, there being, many paper-mills ; and 
they affilred me, it was the mrift cdftfiderable 
paper mannfaftory in alj. Holland? it em- 
ploys more than 600 men, befides womeh 
and children : the men earn, on an average, 
about four florins and five fHvers a week:, or 
nearfeven (hillings, but fonae of them much 
more : thefe wages feem to be about ecju^l 
to the feme manufacturers in England* . htffc 
their living is much dearer; this is compete 
feted by the fuperior frugality and iobro- 
etyof the Dutchmen, which far exceed that 
of our poor in England, , 

The number of wind-mills at this plaw is 
furprizing.: thofe for la wing timber for ihijp* 
building, &c. are admirable contrivances,, as, 
they* facilitate and cheapen work tofuch a 
degree, that it is much to be regretted' w$ dp 
not imitate them in England. The Dutch 
have had them at Sardam more than 130. 
years, in all which time they have found, 
the immenfe advantages of the praSice, and : 
yet we In England have obftinately perfe- 
vereH in keeping to the hand-faw, at leaA 
forty times the expeace; The onl^ argfl- 

" : ■• ment 
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ifient 1 have cirer heard advanced in its fa- 
vour was, the providing employment for 
( great Aunibers of fawyers, all of whom 
firoula at once be turned out of work, if 
mills Were genearally introduced : but this is 
but a feeming qjije&ion ; for it is abfurd to 
fappofe, that ; fuch able-bodied men as faw- 
ydfs, ''could remain without work; they 
woulcl turn hewers and carpenters ; and the 
cheapnefs of thfe*inanufa&ure, occafioned by 
the milk, woura' bring fb much greater a 
Cfttiftimption, that all the hands dependant 
dft it would be increafed. This was found 
At Holland, and particularly at Sardam; 
wliere the eredtirig of faw mills increafed 
twenty fold the number of fhip carpenters, 
and which appears by authentic regifters. 

Here aft alio many mills for grinding dy- 
in£ woods, and dying roots ; alfo powder 
nulls, of which there is a vaft manufa&ure : 
thefe mills render Sardam a very corifidera- 
Kte pKici r ; and their ftru&ure is fo cttrious, 
that! a ftranger will find no where in Hoi* 
laftd more entertainment* or ftronger mo- 
tives Tor refle&ion on the vaft ihduftry of th# 
Dutch ; or on the great benefit of their fru- 
gality and contrivance in manufo&ures, than 
in this village. 

Vol. I. £f From 
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From Sardam I returned by water td 
Buiklloot about noon, dcfigning to make the 
complete tour of the finall province of North 
Holland, to which I had been much advifed 
by feverai Dutch gentlemen, who alfered 
me, that I fhould find feverai objefts in that 
track, highly worth feeing, though it J was 
generally neglected by travellers. From fjii^ 
village I took the boat to Monikedajpai* 
through a country, part of it extremely 
pleating, and the meadows and paftures n^r, 
it, appeared to be very rich, and excellently 
managed; the dykes, gates, bridges, ;*ad 
rows of trees, with the regularity and neafo 
nefs of the canal, are all highly finifhed 4$ 
the beft manner. The neatnefs and ple^i^ 
clcanlinefs of the. town- was liich, thai J^jjffj- 
tcrmined to ftay the nigfrt, inftead of gqfllg 
on to Eidam, which is the next ftage qq,^. 
canal. I walked through every part of, the; 
town, to admire the cleanlinefs of the,pe$r 
pic, which much exceed sany thing I hacMeeiv 
in South Holland : this retired corner of the, 
world items to have efcaped the taint of [fc^ 
*c-.ign examples. My accommodation lyyp&r 
not excellent, but paflable, and rather ch$aj\i« 
1 had an excellent difh of fifh, and a bp&Jft 
of claret, for about four fliijling EngUfh^ 
but. Mor/ikedam ftands on the fea* .. l : &ft L 

quired: 
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Quired the price* 6f fbme meadows near' the 
town;; and I found they would; if let, brin^- 
iii Very near. Four pounds an acre Englifh. 

T was in the treckfchuyt for Eidata by eight, 
o'cldck in the morning of the 26th, and ar-» 
rived thither in a little more than an hourV 
I am quite reconciled to this mode of tra-* 1 
veiling in company ; at firft it was difagree^ 
abfe through a want of cufto'm,"and it cer**; 
falnly Would be conftantly fo in England ; ? 
but: among foreigners, it is much better^ 
Thi& place aHb ftands on the fea : there is 
nothing, except the : neatnefs of the inhabit 
tjattts, that is worth obfervation in the town J v 
but in the environs, there is much that calls' 
for attention. The neighbourhood is mbftly 
Cafred Purmerend, that is the name of a lake, 
Whieh was here formerly, but is now all 
driiited to the circular extent of more than 
twenty miles circumferance: there are other 
inftatnc^s of this kind of excellent hufbandry" 
itt : Ndrth Holland. I fpent the whole 
ritohiing in taking along walk of feme miles 
teethe rich meadows, which were once co - 
Yettd with water ; I put many queftions to 
thfc-peafants, and met with much ufeful in- 
formation. Among other particulars, they 
informed me, that the foil, which indeed I 
fa&frcf by : viewing th<p dykes, Was a rich 
5^— r . M % blacky 
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blacky fowpj ;compeied, to appearance, of 

fandand day^ but more like a flime fettled 1 : 

Jthe grate is admirably richj but full of weeds : 

and here let me remark, that none of tfie 

JDutch, I have yet met with, feem toliave 

any notion of true, well laid meadows ;* jt^c 

luxuriance of the herbage teems alone to Ke 

attended to j a great fwarth of hay y as J^ave 

Jbteardthe mowers in England talkof^yqy 

will find here; that is, a multiplicity" x>£ 

weeds; forae of them rank and large, 'whicft 

j»uch offends the eye: yet thefe meadowk 

jbst at from 40s. to 5L an acre Eiigji^. 

; Their fertility fhew what is to be pxj>e&ed 

jfrpm drained lakes ; we have jio inftarjco of 

%\}is in Britain ; yet the meres in Huntingdon 

and Cambridgftiires* and the lakes in Stpot- 

_land y would furely admit of this culture': tnp 

^rfchnefs of the foil may be much better 

judged of by the fize and fatnefs of the.^t- 

^e, than by the herbage: larger cbwsjaiiai 

,iheep I never met with : they feem to to the 

breed, which in England they call the Hol- 

.dernefs c;ow,; and the fheep much refenpble 

^ifrofe of the marfhes in Lincolnfhire, but 

JL think are rather larger* I was informed 

^hpt thefe immenfe cows give about four or 

.five gallons (Englifli) .of milk in a dzy ? at 

tfop morning and evj$ingf milking r ; "this 

however 
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however they reckon, a good cow ; and fhe 
pa^s, in 1 the. famous North Holland cheeft 
ai># Gutter, about tight pounds^ Sterling afll 
niialij. The cheeie is well known at thfe 
polijfe tables in England, as wdl as Parjthe- 
fad ; but I muft freely own, i think, our 
North Vfakfhire is beyond comparrifbn fiipc- 
flor.V befides, the Dutch £at it too new. 
"''ifteife'I muft remark, that the produ&s of 
¥Keir icbsvs much furprized me : I have cows 
<?£ jriy own in England of no handfbme ap- 
jpe^ance,' which much exceed theie famovls 
cpes*iri Holland, in the quantity of milk they 
viel^^ although their pafture is not to be 
compkfcfd to this of Holland : I know not 
what to attribute this to, unlefs to the bad- 
rie$/of the herbage in this provihce : But 
npt^ithftanding this inferiority, a Dutch 
fcoor, wth 50 or 60 acres English, will ma- 
nage to live as well, or better than an En- 
r g^5i" farmer with 20o hundred acres : thia 
is owing to frugality y and the lpiHt of ne&t- 
rieJGT; in fbme inftances the'lajter may feeih 
tq pe expeiifive, but the faving in others 
much more than makes amends; this 
peaftiefs and cleanlinefs ■ is not only 
'Aewn '.[ in the hotrfe aiid ; ifurniture, but 
in all the farmings offices 4 ; fo that all the 
cattki though brought up only to milk, are 
" ■ M 3 ranged 
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f&tlged, jrpgpl^rly. in a cqw #*U, -,'as ipleaii ae 
^^arjQUjrisif,}, found this W ( M?7 * lean eafijj 
jJQpcqfre.fr joftuft be the fame all winter ; and 
Japping thfi fcattfe in, this ip^pner fends wop r 
jj^filUy jto ipreferve thgir healfh ; and at the 
fame time, it raifes manure, of which; the 
JDutch farmers well know the value. vAll 
the tools arid. ijnpl§menu of husbandry tW^p 
froors ; l^eep in the inoft exa& order; , $fe^qir 
jfcjythes, .fpades, {hovels, forks, appearing 
Jipufhold inftruments ; their w.aggoijfcwgrs 
;COnftaiitly as clean ^s 6ur chariots ;. a#d,th[s 
^iiitiOf pleanlinefs is carried tjirpugh fcvtfjy 
.fcbing * now it muft be allowed, . that i$hfc 
JjJuthman requires ftiorc time for his ^npatr 
#fifs th^n other country peafants do foritbeir 
flbvenlinefe j; but, it anfwets very greatlyo^p 
jhem ; -for -there, is much difference imtAip 
jvear pf arty kind pf tool, kept quite ;ckaj3i 
jSuid uudsr .coyer, or dirty and expofejitoiali 
mathers; from which great difference I &mt 
gliide, that no time i§ better -{pent than;tHat 
employed in a general neatnefs and cleanli* 
jiefs through all the parts of hufbandty* Thfif 
fuch neatnefs is quite rafipnal in Holland^ 
we piaylearj) from its appearance equally in 
all obje&s. The farmers do not {hew Ut 
paly in thfcir implements j and their cattk; 
jjut like wife in their fences, in the banks* pf 

their 
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*heir^tches^ ritei* -dykes; thte^%alls^pal^, 
hiedges 1 , Ac- whatever the fehee is., ryair^m 
ftrre tfrHfilid it m exact order ; and in all pdhv 
Mt Works it is equally confpicuous-; the cat 
nals, bridges, dykes, &c, are all in admirable 
repair. ' 

; ' From Eidam I went out of my way t& 
Purfnerendj in order to fee in that neighbour^ 
hood a felons drained country, once a great 
lake, called the Beemfter. 1 went by fhfc 
canal, being juft two hours in the boat^ 
The lake was drained in the year 17 12, the 
whole work being completely -finished in 
four yelars. The track Qf land contain 
10,000 acres, of whiqh 7000 are profitable 
meadow, orchard, or garden ; the remaining 
3006 compofe villages, roads, dykes, canals* 
drains, &c. It is upon the whole ope of th$ 
greateft cviriofities in the United Provinces^ 
fbec appearance is as beautiful as $hat of % 
dead flat c^n t>e ; the fpil is wonderfully fer- 
tile;, the verdure fine; the fences perfectly 
neat ;. the rows of tre<??, the orchards, and[ 
thei gardens numerous, and thriving;, vatft 
Iterds of exceeding fine cattle ars-ieea-.iflt 
every part of it; upon die whole, the yievjc 
of tk$ .country difpjay.s, in every particular, 
the J( jpark of, wealth in the inhabitants ; ancj 
^ri«her (pot is, hardly to be $co. The rents 



merits it; for here%@ fifkh^JtHSidtmi chat 
,#flJtftiGre ^Mh*ftSdi zbtoqg§pv& f»r *acre, 

-gtt&t pfetfty*. -• Tfcte VwN* 1 * t «»fc of tfcfisv fiicl- . 
-JfiSzed me in another particular ;L thought 
kbit' tbuntiy apf>eated Well ft^keLd^^tohlh 
fcWned cattte, confideriftg thfete-ig v^lijttte. 
'wfetble land in it, ftrf raifihg whrtcfc- p^twri- 
~#>iisj but they informed «aeV thtto sfo&dff- 
^l^teper among their Cattle, whtefoh^xjgn- 

tiftued many yeats* had thinhedthtem much; 
-ftrid txiade all the fanAers y fcty^irtiOTfcihi 
-trying, atod backward -in? iayiug iflbtatigo 
tfttotes. Tfcty <&fty tyia ; gt%at trade id fetin 

Ifeafte with Denmark and H^lftein ; b^ib tike 

kilftemper MVingmadegr^atxavages^hr^lgh 

« "ihftfe £o\ihf ries> the price was not only uwwrh 

tiffed, but gteat hazards remained of irajtifcg 

^■'|feft€tefl : lfcafts; befides which, the Statet'had 

°Md great interruptions ori the tmport^ttioji, 

■ H 'tti ^account of the diftemper ; for whidi-^ea- 

) >fiftfs-¥Key L 'llif6rinaed me, the Cotjntry wasdkr 

J'^hderftdcked in horned cattle ; and -that t&aey 

^Hadj-iftiMd ttf them, gone into keeping 

ai flteep ; Hibc& tadre-thsuv- formerly. "I taMe 

enquiries con cfemitig k the- con^^r^tiv:fe ; jf«i»fit 
v lj6CTreeh* thetfi r j- and tfaey : jgerie^tty^ agreed, 
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, i JFrona Purmcr^d, I; tat&bapt Jo.^Hcfflp 
the 37th >in i&e afeerno<m* It is a confi^r^. 
hie? feaport, \Vrtii a nuach better harbour th$st 
-itoaiftexdam, qr. any other iplacepn the-£iijpw 
flarSea; and it poflefles more trade thaqii 
jfrphfod to find do .near that capital* Its>h$tf- 
riag ; fishery is very confiderable. Ixftftlp 
ififeik- enquiries here concerning it ; and th^jr 
agreed m their accounts, chat it was vaftly 
deefcbed from the competition oC<>ther>^9-» 
;*ion«* but particularly the French. Moft'gf 
• ; $iei cheefe, and other produce of North, ifcjU 
•had, is (exported from this place. Hoofn 
being, once almocft destroyed by a bank brea|> 
91g 9 and letting in the. lea, that element'** 
iiiom fenced out with one of the vafleft hajafcs 
Jibftve any where feen in Holland ; it is miu^h 
ivioflh viewing. My accommodation, atjfhis 
: place was but indifferent, and the expenses 
ueKtravagant ; but I have obferyed, that &e 
_vf)utdi landlords make hardly any difFercg&ce 
rm their reckoning between good far.fc a/id 
:i : bad ; travellers therefore Aowld. order, r ,#ie 
::h^ of every thing, as .thegr w*U.,bave thorn 
; : 'Marly as cheap, as tha>wx>j^ft VJO . _ .. . ,, . 
/, , .From Hoorn to Enkhuyfen x {as.r diiliked 
^.jtjhoat^yfea,' J enquired for another con* 

veyance, 



^^in<^ v bUtthftreJ-wasttDthiflg'- l but a ftage- 
^teggon, fr.l-'fiat-.my. baggage by it, (and 
bilked. • 'Thetfoadfeads through a flat, rich 
itteadowv all' the* way much .interfered with 
Cartals and dykes. T obfervedy the country 
villagers kept their cottages as clean asirt. 
dtty part of Holland, arid indeed it extends 
*a»ifoch a degree of nicety, astobeperiS^tly 
cHlertaining to view them ; this minute 4fc# 
tention extends beyond their houfes; all iti 
invkons are the fame : in any little offices, 
<#i<biits, »the garden, the fences, the pa!e$4 
l^e gates, and every thing- you are furetb 
find J in excellent order. The employment 
fc£$Hd poor feerned to be principally n#e* 
fnakiiig fot * the herring fifllery ; • whiolij 
hbwever it may be declined,-- yet empldy^k 
renumber of their poor. I made enquiry 
f&tothe benefit it was of to the father of &&4 
sniiy, by going • in the buffes 5 afnd I found** 
that in pay, allowance, and* herrings, if 
equalled twelve (hillings a week of our m<4^ 
aey i .. "• --* 

Ly>i took up my quarters at The Artillery 
\ford at Enkhuyfen. • It is a town almoft in 
the; fea, being nearly furrouijded by it ; butt 
from which it is -defended* like. Hoorn, by 
vtfft banks: canals bring imall veffels into 
mod of the ftreets. it is a well built town* 

and 



and very elegit ; ,many>o£ the ?boufe$ila>£ge 
pad hgndfbme, and the. Stadehoufe is a^on6- 
derable*edifiee. = Their trade is. &oftlj.i&thfi • 
iberring fifhery ; but they catch . large qjaaar 
pities of faltfifti, and' they export much:. of - 
tiie produce of the country adjoining ; k$r 
iides thefe articles, they carry on a good twfe- 
$^rthe Baltic, and build many fltips ; fo ; $&& 
altogether, it is a place of confiderablejpra* 
&iqfs, and the merchants are rich. - r -,1 

;, Xx> Medenblick is eight miles more; il 
jvalked alio, for the fame reafbn as before 
This is but an infignificant place ; and- n$r • 
inn* The City of Hoorn, a bad. one ; yet be* 
ing much tired with, a walk of 16 miles ji 
jftaid the night of the 28th. They have-** * 
ihare of the Baltic trade here. The vthoht 
country is as rich meadow-land as can-wsll 
be conceived; it is much divided intoiittita 
portions, the properties of diftui^t perfotea 
but.ibme of it that is let, yields, at the rate 
pf from three to four pounds Engliih per 
jicre ; but this is particular pieces. Theyq 
is mugn cattle, notwithjftanding their dread 
<?f the diftemper, befides great numbers* <&j? 
very large iheep. As my defign, was to pa& 
pyer to Frizeland from the very Northern 
point of Holland, taking the Iflantls in my 
vay* but at the. lame time to ice Alkma^ 

and 
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and, the country around it, I, found it was 
ijeceflary to oq the latter fifft';' but I was 
afflin puzzled, as the treckfchuyt goes only 
i>y Hooch, there being only a waggon di- 
rectly from Medenblick to Alkmaar ; and as 
tl^ very appearance of that, machine was 
&f6cient, I determinedonce more to take to 
hiy legs ; ^nd, though the diftance is no lefs 
than feventeen miles, to make it a day's jour- 
Xi?y on foot. I fent my baggage by a Dutch 
wipper to Helder, in the Northern point of 
Holland, a little fiftiing town, to remalii 
Ifrere till 1 came from Alkrtiaar. The 
country through which I pafled, once con- 
ned principally of lakes, hut, like the'Beem- 
#er, they have been all drained, and ntfW 
make an excellent appearance, being all cut 
into rich meadows, and hardly an acre ^in 
tfee whole track loft. Ail the canals anjj 
flykes are planted with rows of trees, <tf 
wnich, If any thing, there are too many! 
T^e villages are thick and well peopled, and 
alii of them carry that agreeable neatnefs and 
good order, which would alone make travel- 
ling in Holland wonderfully agreeable. The 
wpmen and children were principally em* 
ployed in making nfets. At Broeckeffpell, a 
little village which is about half way, | 
baitjed fit an iiin, which in England w>opi4 

: " "*' he 
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be called a hedge alehoufe; 'but I remarked; 
irfrat the houfe, and all the furniture, were 
as clean as in any other. Clearilinefs is me 
chara&eriftic of the people, efpecially of the 
lower ones. ""' 

I got to Alkmaar in the evening of tH? 
29th, and fixed at thh City of Amfterdabx 
mri, where I met with extreme good enter- 
tainment, and much civility. This city i4 
as well fituated, refpe&ing beauty, as atijff 
one can be in a country perfedlly flat ; it fi 
{unfunded by a great number of garden's, 
orchards, and rich meadows: Very near it, 
they fhow a grove, which would make i 
figure in the beft regular garden in England 
it is beautiful. The ftreets of this city are 
regular, and well built, but the churches, 
and other public buildings, have not any 
thing very ftriking in them. Upon enquiry, 
I found there was neither treckfehuyt, nor 
chaife, nor waggon to Helder ; I was therer 
&re again obliged to determine on a walk', 
iind this was to be a long one, for the 'difc 
tanpe is 23 miles ; for the firft feven, I got 
two horfes for myfelf and man, but no of- 
fers of money could tertipf the owner to al- 
low me to have them on, becaufe he had bufr* 
hefs another way. The count ty is all thickly 
tffewed with villages, and is exceeding rich 

meadow 
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rrtoaflow land* Every boUfel iaw has a gar* 
ddn*< which the boors all cultivate extrtemety^ 
*tfll ; net-makifcg goes on throughout thte 
cikmtry. 

'The number of their poof, which the 
Dfetch maintain by their herring fifhery, is 
very cpnfiderable, and fhould make us, on 
T*lk*fe coafts they go to fifli, mdre attentive 
to reap advantages, which nature has -laid* at'' 
cWp doors. Our poor rates, in vaft tracks df 
the "i country, * run extremely high,' and to- 
others, our poor areftarving for want of em~ 
pigment ; while our more induftrious and 
meritorious neighbours maintain thenifelvesr 
ctfrour fi(h, and have the trouble of going 
200 leagues to catch, that which we mights 
takfc in our own harbours.. The whole 
circle of European politics does jiot oflfet i 
moire ftriking inftance of fupinenefs. The- 
infinite advantages, which would attend the 
eftablifhment of a great herring fifhery/ m 
fdfcftfe of the Weftern ifles of Scotland, that 
a& the baft fituated for the bufinefs, ought 
to engage our government to ad with more 
vigour in that affair. All the plans, that- 
have been laid down by the corporation of the* ; 
free Britifh fifhery, are nugatory and ridietr^ 
lous. - The only poffible way of f ucceeding 
(and the Dutch owned to xne more thain 

opce) N 



onpe)- would bes to . build ■ a town tin the Wsft i 
tern ifles, and make it the .feat of the whok 
undertaking. . There to buikLaH. the, bqfibfc 
and boats ufed, to make the nets, to efta.bliikr 
manufactures of cordage, {mall anchors* &c. 
with yards, docks, magazines, &c. alio; ; Joi 
fove .theihips that carried the herring9, t€>; 
market,' built and rigged there, and in regular 
employment;: the coopers that .made theibaur 
rels fettled on the fpot ; $Kq bounties £haul4 , 
then be given for every bufs, boat, or barrel- 
of, herrings.; but the company ihould^ atafc; 
ajl,, attend to provide an immediate marjt$|;; 
for .all the fiih caught, and halted and barrslje4i 
according to their dire&ions, under the eyfb 
o£their infpe&ors. It then fliQuld be tfoegri 
buiinefe to load their fhipswith them., arttJ;^ 
freight away for the Mediterranean, Portugal* 
apd the Weft Indies. When once the ftfhuKr : 
m#i .found a certain market for .all ^thejjr, 
caught* and cured honeftly , their profeflioi* 
w^yld .encreafe amazingly ; new towA^:: 
v^59juld riie up, and a general alacrijty fpread : 
through all the. coafts. This would fprfu.r 
to$W jnarkets for all, the productions of tha„ 
neighbouring e£fcates r which would animate 
their culture ; and infinitely incresfe the: val- 
ine of the laud. All thi^ - is in the power* : 
nft$ fii the King and Parliament alone, byt 
'.- - of 
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of any great nobleman of considerable pro- 
perty in the iflands. A private capital o£ 
20,000 1. would go further than five times 
that fum in the hands of a public company. 

I went Out of ray way for the fake of 
viewing Schagen, a village, around which, I 
was informed, I Should fee the richeft foil in. 
Europe, and the fined meadows. I examined 
them attentively ; it is a black, moift, deep 
loam, nothing can have a finer appeance ; but 
I did not find any great difference between it. 
and the lands in other parts of the Province. 
As near as I could get my information, an 
acre Englifh of thele meadows will more 
than fummer-feed a large cow ; fome of them 
are let in large parcels, at 3I. mi acre. Moft 
of the foad, from Schagen to Helder, runs 
on the top of a vaft bank, which fecures one 
coaft of the Northren promontory ; it is 
hardly two miles wide from fea to fea, and 
is as great a curiofity, I think, as any in the 
country. Helder is a little fifhing village* 
very pleafantly fituated. 1 was {hewn to the 
inn, which was but a.miferable one, however 
the cleanlinels made amends much better 
than any circumftance would have done at 
iuch a place in England. On enquiry for 
my trunks, I was infinitely furprized and dik 
appointed, to find that they .were not arrived; 

Mynheer 
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Mynheer Van Hoelft, the Captain of thfc 
{kipper, had not been heard of fince his de- 
parture ; but my landlord knew him well,' 
and he aflured me, I need be in no pain for 
my baggage* as the wind had been contrary 
thefe four days. Neceflity has no law, I was 
obliged to fubmit, and, much to the land- 
lord's fatisfa&ion, inftead of making my 
paffage over to the ifle of Texel direftly on 
my arrival, I was forced to ipend the flight 
at his houfe ; however, the Dutchman pro- 
vided me feme foles, lo.bfters, and a tender 
chicken, with a bottle of bad claret; fo I 
ought not to complain much of my quarters, 
confidering the place was only a fiihing vil- 
lage. 

Early in the morning of the 31ft, my 
Dutchman informed me, that the wind con- 
tinued contrary, that I had no hopes of fee- 
ing my baggage that day ; that Imuft make 
myfelf contented ; that he would have an 
excellent difh of fifh for my dinner, as he 
purpofed going a fifhing with his own bo#t ; 
that it fljould be back exa& at three, and my 
dinner fliould be worthy of an Emperor. 
The 'fellow, J believe, has a little foreign 
blood in his veins ; he is not fb phlegmatic 
as rile Dutch in general ; but civil, boafting, 
.and at the lame time attentive to let me fe$,- 
. Vol. I. N that 



ttfat h$ puffed -ttify his te^feilky of pleating- 
ike. • I liked the fellow -Hdkl; him I woui<& 
have a dayVfifhingvfrith hhfl$ thtft hfe ihottkif 
fake a cafe of cteret witli hitti, a ftove*, bread; 
Jafcce^ &fc. we would dkie in his hoat oil ths 
fih, fre& as they Were taught. Thifc p*d- 
$6fal pleafed him much ? I ordered ^edefeifly 
•hd about ten o'clock -we fet out oft *Htf;fi&4 
ittg fchetae. The coaft is ; well &ppli&l* 
fre caught fine turbot, fbles, exceeding' fifid 
plaifej which, I think, are preferable tothefr 
foles; arid crabs, with feverttl other foft&'i 
hid Haadie a delicious dinner on theni* <&3 
Hfetch dift, ftewed in greafe of Shfekef^Je&rj 
might bethecwkery of *h^age f 4wtnkl3 
not of the prefent. I did not find oiled but- 
ter even at the loweft inns. * -'-'i-' 
•■• In the night, my friend the §skpp6t-4ki 
livedo and with him my trunks. tFh&ffext 
niorfaing* June ift, I hired a floop to tarry 
tit over to Texel, of which ifland I^iirpodd 
taking a view. I got there in lan hoitr^nd 
talked to Burch, the town in it, ordering; 
the Hoop to coaft thither, as I had agreed 
•With the failors to -carry me to Flie Iflahds 
*iwf frorte thence to Hariiagen. The Tfck& 
4r«bout fik wiles long, and four brda&¥ : *he 
4dil"iSa rifch meaddw, and in every 5 tcfipeA 
like Notth Holland; the banks audi fand 

- ,;.:■;■;.:: .:• r..,. •. ,- .-■.,.. , • chills, 



K ♦"Off fc ■£* A : M -D. c t 479 

Kills, for defend! QgkffOQi the,fea* ; are wry 
Along and wellnaade. At Burch is a ftrong 
&«ttficatioa 9 with« a garriion ia (joaftant duty ; 
'flfhtia. ifland is totally fed with fheep, of 
whigli, though large* they keep four to aft 
aene ; hut they do not fat them. They are 
pfiflcipaUy ew£s, which they milk regularly 
di&r>a>iK&,.and make oheefe of it ; I tailed it* 
a&d'tofonder much that any writers ihould 
iie fct^bfurd as to call it excellent ; k 
i$ ,itesy in^iflterent. The inhabitants ap* 
piy.then^ifelves principally to the herring 
ii&ery* in, which they are reckoned 
gteqAtr: proficients than the iailors on the 
main, land ; here are alio many pilot?. From 
theTexel I pafled over to the Ifle of Flk* 
which is about nine miles long, and in ibme 
fAaces thcee or four broad. The face of the 
country is the fame as the Texel,.a flat of 
good rich pafture, with ftout banks to 
4dgfead.it from the fea* From hence I em* 
tarkoi for Harlingen, and landed there in 
Ijhe- night of the 3d of June ; taking my 
quarter* .af the Peacock inn, where I met 
;\jyifchrindifferent accommodation. The land* 
dor ijlewed me on mjirft coming, into a 
n ifcit: of common room, where there were 
Jttahy forts of guefts. iSFhis I had met with 
onririUages, .but not in confiderable ipwns. I 
MlAihim, Imuft have a room to myfelf; he 

N 2 replied 
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replied hi English, that he had none; .upoii 
which I ordered the beft (upper his towij 
Would afford, a bottle of claret, and another 
of white wine, on condition I had a rooibLl 
This brought him to his heft behaviour, and 
1 was accommodated to my wifh. ' Thi's is 
ona4nftance in a thoufand, in which travel- 
lers receive a treatment proportioned to 'Jtjie 
money they fpend ; not fliould thofe, Who 
are apt to be too (economical, condemn 1 th6 
inns and landlords of a country, when the^ 
$nind only the keeping their money in 'trait 
pockets, But whenever a tour, whethe^^t 
pome or abroad, is thought of, if it be 6n 
pieafure, and not merely on bufineft, itifr 
5furely never worth while to lave fifty bi" 
three ff ore pounds in five hundred,' and 
thereby render a very long journey dija- 
greeable. 

Harlingen is very well built, the ftreets 
are regular, and moft of them have hand- 
ibme canals. The harbour admits fmall Slips 
into baibns that are quite furrounded with 
houfes ; but thofe of a heavy burthen mtift 
he unloaded. There are Ibme confidetfbfe 
paper manufactories, and alio ibme fabrlts of 
ikil cloth, which are fiourilhing. I tnide 
aaexcurfion or tw£into the neighboring 
country, and found a great change from 
T: North 
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I^Iotth Holland ; fpr ioftea^of the unvary-' 
ipg itfch meadow lands of that province, Here?: 
I .^Rfihd agreaft mixture of arable fields ; thfey 
ip^ much barley aq4 wheat, and I obfervqi^ 
jteyeral fields of very fine clover ; alio others 
fallowing fpr the fucceeding crop of wheats 
anc3[ fojne for coleieed, which, they faid, they 
should ibw the latter end of the month ; th'ey* 
U&Jt for extracting oil from the feed. Here 
lefe njs remark, that I think the Dutch are 
.ipijcfrworfe arable farmers than'grafs ones'£ 
i^BJrVt. this indeed lam not furprized, for it 
xpy$ he much more difficult to conduit fuch 
laiid than nieadow, which admits not of neai 
th^faras yariety*. Some of the follows, I 
oJ>fewecl v were kept in a manner common in 
England i that is cloddy, and not abfplutely 
fijee 4 from weeds ; and I remarked, that the 
wheat crops were not clean. I am no huf- 
Jteujdman, and Ihall not venture tQ pro- 
nounce* whether abfblute gardeft manage 
moat* reipefting the entire freedom frorft 
wtcds^ will anfwer to a common farmer by 
fnp^e than paying the charges ; biit it cer* 
tainly ihoyld be the aim to corrie as near fuch 
peffSpftion as profit will allow ; but the books 
jof ,£ufbandry, which I have read, feem to 
4weU on this point*M the fine. qua rionu 

:..;,.;' . N J ., . TUe 
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The-pafturfefc kb6ut Harfihgjeri ate not equal 
to thofe of North Holland.' ' '■" 

' I took ! the treckfchuyr w Francker the 
jth of June. Itid's'vcliypr^/nrattbwtfs 
t|ie buildings much better t hail thofe of If at- 
lingen. There are many of the Friirfatitt 
nobility that ufually refide here ; andtttfcVfi 
nniverfity, that has given education 1 to fom4 
Writers noted for their learning. The iSmte 
day 1 paffed on through a. rich country, wifti 
touch arable land in it, to Ueuwarden; w&icH 
is' the capitfal of the province. It is ilfN 
rounded with fbme flight fortifications ;*the 
•ftreets are regular an<Twell built, antl kept 
tyery clean ; and in Ibme parte 6f it, are carfala 
yith rows df trees. The Prince of 'Orange 
has a palace here, which I vieWfed; btiit it 
febntains nothing worthy of obfervation. 

As I had a letter of recommendation to M. 
$atityn, a gentleman of conflderablfc wealth 
ih this city, I waited on him Toon aftei 1 my 
'arrival, and he was fo obliging as to walk 
ifrlth me about the place, and explain what- 
ever I defired to be informed of. I accepted 
his invitation to dine with him, and was 
genteelly entertained. He carried me in the 
.afternoons round through feveral villages, 
in his chaife j duH^wiiich time he gaVe ixie 
* feveral 
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fcyei^i ijtferefting partku^s.coQC^raing thfc 
province of Friz^land* ; :,,,... . ;. „ ; « 

, There is a good deal of arable land w dif- 
ferent parts of it, ( but much excellent me$- 
clow?; upon my obferving tp hirn, that £ 
fhpygfo the meadows in North .Holland fra4 
a richer appearance than thofe j had fecn. }t\ 
Iff Vfeland ; he replied that theirs might np$ 
]bp ; equaJ in general to thofe of Holland, b,v# 
that many tracks were excellent,, as I might 
judge by the horfes, cows, and iheep; alj 
thqfe #re large, but not fp remarkable as: Mr* 
§»ptyn feemed tp think them. , The South? 
Jt^ft part of fhe ; province is but poor land* 
jjiyoh of **. Andy , and not fb well inhabited 
#Stjhereft. Hefaid, their farmers wer$ ia 
jje&eral reckoned very good ones, though nop 
equal to the beft in Flanders ; but, that they 
^d ieveral articles of culture jm as great, or 
greater perfe£tipn than in that famous ter* 
ritory; particularly carrots and turnips* 
*$hdt in maniifa&ures, Holland, &c. much 
expended them, though they poffefled fomp 
.cpiifiderable fabrics of woollen cjoths, .an^ 
.a|lp of linens ; their trade was not flourish- 
: iflg. ; : He remembered, hefaid,. wh^nth^re 
\v^s; much t more.,, bufinefs carried on, at 
^ZJockum^Leuw^xden^ .Harlingep, and Sta- 
ijffifpn than at preferif*; that the herring 

N 4 fifhery 



tytfo 'latttf; tbwhs; - 4: r f tteg^"'fe 5 kiMW^^ 
^W^^tein^th^ reiflbn of tltti^dccienftte^f 
*&*& f kttd "ife Yaid;-tKat it v Wd$ libt pefctrljar 
^fe^le proVitice 1 of Fiizelahd 'only, butv'tie 
/^reiitendecl, i 'pretty- geherilly '^clt att r c#tir 
] $#£ 'United Pwviitites ; but that the imttfehfe 
"tytiAi carried on at Amftefdam- and : Rotter- 
dam, did hot allow the ^^\ttiGbnWbe v fo 
S*tee. - I obferved, that the gredt »afed 
°ifebp6it of their Republic having been a^gfe- 
' Jl i|l^al^onimefCe with afl countries, and'bf 
^niafchig Holland an univerfal i»aga2ine ;: for 
ac kIF prbdirfts and all commodities', that^^x- 
1 ^nfdfedbtifinefs depended folely oh- other' fta- 
- f *tta'rfo!? attending to* trade 9 but whfctt >nall 
M ^fttofrtd theih were ftriyjng as hard $s poffifcle 
-^ ^et ; -all they could, and eyery people 
• -Ranted a grdat navigation, the Cafe altked 
* )l! ftwSchy and every one grew rich at ourfex- 
* ^tice; : But, added he, it is you (meaning 
" j;< EiigIand) that have doae us moft mifchief; 
* [ll Wfl'arfe all fenfible, that our grand rival in 
'/jfrade is London, and every great Jncreafe of 
^ffrit city's commerce, \i made much at' the J 
:ri0 «penCi6 ; of th^t of Amfterdam, &c. l But he 
t( ] 'further remarked, that th#r country had'fwo 
>thet cAufes,t6 ^hJ^h* they attributed their 
' "declihi, iibkl6±A debts, lay* he, and a change 

'^' : ' ' '' Pf 



^9Jfo,jacg^ bayq.j[iaf^^ 

^ffl^q^ree^ r ^a]:.U. giieyoufljy ^ 

^lidali oux hOTae* GanltinfiptiQu is rerudjei;^ 

.^effiyeLy dear ; . but. even, this has not be$n 

rp£^£theili cqnfequencp that the changerpf 

g^nperjf has brought about ; * pur co^ntgr 

^a$;oace famous for frugality* and even /or 

' p^rfimony* our great commerce was Jppg 

^un^d in this, for we could «f&rd to . triple 

-wfeefe op nation could rivjal-gt£#ftd the clqf* 

attention given to commerce, which -here 

. far- et^eeded' what was any where elfe to be 

piet with, gave us a great fuperiority : 4*ut 

: i ji(?w> our merchants are come into ifldyl- 

gqtices! even into luxury , which has crept-in 

■''hy^egrees ; fo that drefs, equipage, tableland 

h : i\\ family e^penees are amazingly inc*eajed; 

r|he coniequence of this is . very ftrong, .and 

-fatal; a n>an with an hundred thoulandilo- 

iijifts, if he Jives upon theprojjuft of tenthpu- 

.-., fftnd, and. applies that of ninety thoufand^n- 

'. littally to his trade, it is very evident* iftat 

.; he will be able to increafe and extend,. his 

r v <jofnmerce, .in a very different manner from 

* /; \vhat he will, dm if hetipends tjbei prodti& of 

;r , thirty thoufond ,in his houfe, -and incr.c^ es 

:^:& s teade with oiily u fe;venty thoufand:-but 

,.'- • this, 



Itoqgsr pa*M)f tMirJacowtkan thqy tey wp* 
tbafl is, tb^r* they -kgxeafe . their tsade with 4 
3^ difference between the oecftopnay o^p^ 
*«fcwIu£U and the extravagant pf the : Qti#E * 
t^v fijtna^iDg f and a difference not pnly (oita 
individuals, but *lfo tp the #3te; £>r y<*u ,0jf$? 
cfifily^GwcQiyc^.tbtf, in exa£t proportion* as 
^r&adeftf a* individual deqreaie§# f0 mycft 
fcnflft tbfrgeaejnaj aggregate of anajtion's 901% 
gosrce 4eqhne *!&> TO$, change of r o\ur 
fitters , is ^y^fiUle in jFrbeJiaivd.a^iiji^^j 
ytfet patt of Holland ; . we h#d always, a uor 
J^lity rl that kept, then^felv^ clear of cqftir 
IPjjrce^ ^u 5 t t^,affe£btion iiicre^s. every 
day in ten-fold proportion. Thefe nobjef 
have raifed the rentals of their eftates in a 
inoft extraordinary manner within thefe 
hundred years, and live in a more {plendid 
way than formerly ; our merchants, when 
grown rich, vie with them, and are fond, in 
■this free country, of outfliining them ; this 
competition does us infinite mifchief ; and 
the raifing it is all the good which a nobi- 
lity, does sin a commercial Republic. They 
belong to monarchies, and ought to be con- 
fined to them : what good can a nobility do 

ia 



in a country that exifts only by trade, white 
that mobility defpife trade ? I attended with 
great pleaibre to thefe ientiments of M. Sau^ 
tyn, which certainly abound with mucH 
truth, aad -a refined knowlege of the real in* 
terefts 6f his country. Our converfatioa 
lafted till our return to the city, when tak- 
ing toy leave of him and his family, I let 
t)ut the next morning for Dockum. 

That town contains nothing that is wor- 
thy of obfervation, unlefs the bridge, which 
is lofty enough to admit fhips full-mafted 
under it, is reckoned foch. They have 
Something of a trade in exporting butter and 
cheefe, of which the neighbouring country 
produces very large quantities, the land be- 
ing chiefly difpofed in pafture, and the foil 
rich. 
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fymngrn^WinfchMtn-"- Happinefs <tf:thA 
<l fewer clqfes of the People in this Co#Hti$~ 
L\i Zfmzneyta Coevorden>~~Actident ihattefel 
^■)4&e\ Author which brings ^ him acqt/amted 
\xi&tith:a viry intelligent T)utchman^^feKhi 
^sli^Bmfleduc^^Captmn Retfs improve ffieMitfi 
t ^fwq/ie LAnd^Bergettopzoom^jQtirnty /ijfa* 
jbiZkalattd—^Gidture of "Madders / r !; ^ 

■jc*ri:-, ■ T .' " ■ * ■■'• "/'*■■ '■'-'• ::;■ 
yT$NE the 7$t I left Decfaim, and took 
i{tr:4be Wat to Groningen, the<:apital towrf 
fillip province of the fame name. Theittft 
t^cejs twenty one miles, through a cpurir 
gy .the chief of which is applied to grazing* 
lands appear, to be well managed and 
rout, and kept in the fame neat way that 
^ye admixed through every part of HoJU 
I#jd. . There are many villages which ieen> 
pggulpus* This twenty-one iniles took ws 
" e whole day r frcwn interruptions of injury 
aices, fom^ of which were put of orcjer. • 
Groningen is a very handfbme and remark- 
$kl^ re Z u ^ built c ity> the ftreets crofs 

ewh 
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each other at right angles, having numerous 
houfes that make a very good appearance; 
and the public buildings, which is not often 
the cafe, add much to the beauty of the. place. 
It is furtduhded with a fcirtificatioiv which 
the inhabitants reckon very ftrong, prihel* 
p*ll^ I\^eJie^ becaufe theoutwwts-wa* 
defigaad by Gohorn^ , St, Martin's chttfcfe is 
\vwth ieeing:; they have a Temarkqb)le oqgam 
iti ic 1 which m* (hewn to iirttogers ;; >a»cj t&vtf 
ccmdu4t them to the topydf^he* fteepk, \ftm^ 
whew» is ^ Very . exttofive p*efpe&, pft^Hthe 
adjacent cqtfafcry, aad Well worth viewing, 
from its being asoufitry chiefly of richiahdp 
interfered with fine canals. The great 
iJjttaro fe remarkably handfQiiie,* rcgufeiT 
iaidDOty- and well built^ tieie aHb, thbuj 
CSfroningen is an inlandplacfe,. is a beitftif 
harbour &>t 4hips, well fenced wh^t^a^S* 
whereon is a good appearance of buijn&ffit 
.^Fhe canal that brings up theft ihips is* a jtalij^ 
riokle one. There being other canals^ w,^3fc£ 
.branch every way frbm hence, die towi 
cftrries en i good trade w&r ; all the neJg^ti 
fcourifig countries ; and pretty far into '<S&J£ 
many. " Upon the whole, I have not, iiiice 
my ariival in Holland, feeri ;a place t&ai 
pleafes irte betteh . . ; ; ' ' .- 
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^ :|une i the 9th 'I ■ ■ left, .>tbis . town for 
Widfchoateo* at rite diftanfcc : of twenty 
failefc, which wealfo performed in the tredb- 
&huyt, taking; ms up fix hours; The whole 
Country is exceedingly well peopled* beiog 
£rfl of villages, and the. land /mpde the fflooft 
<?f by cultivation* It is a rich foil, tappjie4 
chiefly to pafturage, With fome arable laods* 
thdit feem well managed ; for the -crops tvers 
clean, and the fallows well tilled. The peo- 
pte feem remarkably chearful and happy $ 
2nd that neatnefs and regularity, which l 
jffcurer traced every where through the other 
^rwbices Iiiave travelled 1 , is ftrong here* 
This happinefe and content of the lower 
dbgffts of a nation make travelling remarks 
bly, agreeable ; for nothing is fo miferably 
irkfotoe as moving through a country where 
the inhabitants of it are foopppeffed, as to be 
sH in poverty and tags. But thefe great 
diftin&ions are all owing to variations of go- 
-ffernment ; arbitrary power fpreads nothing, 
but 'poverty arid mifery, but a free govern* 
ment blefles all the people that live under it. 
All the parts of Holland, through which I 
have travelled, are rvery heavily taxed ; much 
heavier than in any country in Europe, 
where arbitrary power reigns; that is, a 
givttt number of people, pay more here to 
;.*.. the 



the State,* and/pet ievery : badyus at their, e$fe« 
fldnevopjmdSed* Add mttft weahhy ; tfhoiiffif 
mt'thh Single «ciyotimftarice ^advmaufclwl 
ifte'.Vaiae'iof Hberty ? -Afe(b4ii^ power ^ ktw 
pwerJfhes fa heavily, Uhatvthe ^people ^inv* 
Mthin^'ter *pa5 r 5 the money torn from th& 
pedple by ^regularity aiid private oppreffibn^ 
arboimte tor infinitely more than aU;lhk 
weaith that' goe^ 'to the coffers of the'MbE* 
aarch* :•" l The King tyrannizes ovet the nd^ 
t)$ty ; : t!he nobility ov6r the gentry ; tli§ 
gefltiy^ver/the tradefraen ; itHtaiijof fhenl 
fladce and bpjprefs the countrymen. . In fuel* 
a -fy'Ctem, frttm* whence .can property cams,^ 
Nothing can exift with any feeurity h&E 
landjeftates, for labour,, jndufhy, and hlg& 
nuity .can create incomes only in free gjte 
veriiment fufficient to yield taxes taiheiHb& 
*Hbw would a Dutch boor be able tobear-ior 
tfonfiderable fhare in the public leviep,if Bier 
'wxp ' opprefled and brow-beaten by every* 
neighbour, his fuperior ? As wealth 13; jfr 
much the idol and purfuit of nil the -Mb*} 
narctxs now in Europe, it is iftrange, : fo0X£>. 
Scheming head has not fallen ;upon a meih& 
o£ qualifying the effects ^ef arbitrary power 5 
iiot for the fake of the rnterefts of humanhyv 
but for. ail iqcreafe of thieir fuirje&s wealth.* 
tJ !ffie encouragement o£ ^iixukure* trad** 
c: * aud 
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and manufa&ures in France, carry fbme* 
thing of this appearance, but nothing yet 
tdone has been fyftematical ; it has been by 
£ts and ftarts, and ever been rather from 
royal momentary bounty, than from efta- 
blifhing more real liberty in thofe points 
that would tend moft to make people rich. 
The great difficulty is not the gaining a con- 
ceffion from the crown, but from the nobiKty 
and gentry ; who had rather be opprefled by 
a court,, than not have the power to opprefs 
^heir inferiors. Winfchooten is but a paltry 
town though/ fortified ; but its principal 
Urength is from its fituation, having feveral 
marfhes which would much incommode an 
army. 

At my leaving Winfchooten I made en- 
quiries concerning the roads and Canals thro* 
ihe province of Overyflel, and found that 
rile principal paflage was that to Amfter- 
&am ; but as I wanted to view the Eaftem 
yarts of that province, of which I had not 
met with any good accounts, I declined that 
joute, and determined to go to Coevorden, 
which is thirty-nine miles from Win- 
fchooten. There is no canal thither, nor 
any public way of travelling it, but in zn 
'irregular poft- waggon. I agreed with a 
perfbn, to whom my landlord carried me, 
'* for 



H L LAND. t$3 

tot ati aukward fort of chaife, which held 
me and my fervant ? and with fome difficulty 
my trunks ; he was to furnifh me with a pair, 
of horfcs and a poftillion, for the fum of three 
and thirty florins, and I was to pay all .the 
expences in going. The matter of the chaife 
further infifted on our being a day and half 
on the journey, which he faid was neceflary 9 
as the roads acrofs fome marfhes were very 
ba4; andhe.faid, that at Sleen, a little vil- 
lage ia the. way, I Jthpuld meet with tolerable ft 
accommodation. 

J&arly in the morning on the ioth, I fot 
out, tjms provided, for Coevorden, andmadp : 
our firft ftage to Mepfohe ; to which we had, 
a goQd road, through a rich country, well 
pepped; but at that place we turned off. 
iatq a much worfe, the roads bad, and th# 
villages but thinly foattered ; the foil was iar 
{gmti places fandy and poor, arid in general; 
lo\y and marfhy I not managed and improved £ 
in .that mafteriy manner which I had <&** 
foryed in the other parts of the United Pro*- 
vingefc. Many marfhes were indeed drained,-* 
b\it.femal Were yet to do, that were vifibly 
capable pf the improvement. We had not v 
Idfc Mepfche two hours, before our chaife- 
bfpl&e dowii»- but fortunately it was in figh^ 
oi : $. large farm houfe; the farmer, who 
;.. Vpit; I. O proved 
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proved a very, civil . Dutchman, was in his 

.yard, and upon obferving:our diftrefs* came 

to affift us. I ordered my fervant to inform 

him, I was an Englifli gentleman on my 

road from Winfchooteirto Coevordeix;. that 

I expe£ted to reach Sleen by night,; but 

feared this accident would make it difficult ; 

.that I fhould be much obliged to him>.if?he 

would give me what afliftance he was able; 

and that I would readily pay him whatever 

he demanded. The farmer was extremely 

civil, ordered the horfes into his •' bafft ; 

ihewed me into his houfe, where he ititto- 

duced me in a plain, feiifible : maimer to his 

wife and his daughter; and lent away Grie of 

his ions for a neighbouring peafant^'who 

fupplied the place of a wheel-wright ;• but 

in the mean time, he entertained me . with 

fame butter-milk, eggs, bacon, and greens, 

with good cheefe ; he was an elderly man, 

.with a countenance as expreffive of an open, 

honeft heart, as. any I had ever feen. - His 

Won -returned in about an hour, and informed 

-^us, that the man, who was to fet our cfeife 

-oiv its legs again, (the axle-tree being brok£) 

t'^vas abient^ and wbuld not be at home : ' till 

i^ateat night,: and his family fcnt . u&word 

tfhnt he could not be -with -us till early hi the 

' niorningr-'vA* -ibon -as -the honeft -feMner . 

-■•- .•-."- ••'■ heard 
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heard this meflage, he turned to my man jrgl 
faid, let your maftef know, that he muftie 
fatisfied to ftay where he is ; my houfe is at 
his fervice, I cannot entertain him well, but 
he will be better off than at the inn at Sleen, 
which is a mere hovel. I had picked up 
Dutch enough to underftand part of this difc 
conrfe, and I made my acknowledgments to 
him as-well as I could in that language. I 
was, much pleafed with my good fortune, in 
the accident happening fb near a man that 
was fo ready to affift me ; I fhould have 
found it far more diihreffing Ayith the general 
run of peafants* 

-The farmer, in the afternoon, went about 
hia bufinefs in the fields, and I defired leave 
to accompany him, and take my fervant with 
with me for an interpreter. I think travellers 
do> not attend enough to country bufinefs ; 
BQt coniidering, that a well ordered agricul- 
ture, and improvements in the foil of a ftate, 
are one of the chief pillars of every country. 
JtiU not that gentlemen can be expedited to 
taJfcor write fcientifically upon matters of 
.hqftxandry, the ufual courfe of, education will 
.iiaot admit of it, nor, perhaps, would there be 
my; great ufe iuiit:; but ignorant perfons may, 
/ill thepfein ^ektioiiiOjf what they fee, be of 
xfmrisc Jt&thflfe .whofe inclinations, or way of 

klL::\ O 2 life 
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•Jt >r S/^ / jad them to the practice of husbandry 5 
which is an art that was ever in much 
fefteem among all wife and polifhed nations* 
The great objedts that a traveller, efpetially 
one which propofes to piiblifli the refult of 
fiis travels, ought moft to attend to, are thofe, 
which have the greateft probability of being 
Wfeful to his own country'; thefe are t!he 
laws, and their effe&s ; whteh, tiotoever, caft 
leldorti be accurately mveftigated, unlefs the 
ftay in a foreign country is of fbme durations 
the trade, its rife, progreis, and decline ; the 
manufa&uresV the fame ; and, as I have jaift 
obferved, if they would give forte attefctioa 
to agriculture, I lee not 'where the harm 
'would be ; on the contrary, it might protfcf, 
in many cafes, u&ful. It is in conformity 
with thefe ideas that I have, during my ftay 
in Holland, made fcveral enquiries concern- 
ing the ftate of hufbandry, whether of paftu- 
rage or arable land, and was I ikilled in thfe 
art, my enquiries would be more pertinent. 

My friend, the farmer, informed me, -that 
he hired his farm of the Count of Zencyle, 
and that he paid at the rate of fix florins ah 
'Englifh acre ; but then he had much land of 
a very indifferent quality* The whole of his 
farm equalled 160 acres Englilh, as near as 
I could compute. He had pafture and arable, 
♦ - as 



a o i* l a n s. %#r 

as well as marfh and fandy wafte in his 

farm, and alfo another piece of land, of large 

€XtejE*t, partly belonging tp him. I could 

jiqt clearly comprehend hi$ meaning, bu£ 

ihQuld apprehend, that it is the fame, in fad* 

as an Englifh common, the right of which is 

in foveral farmers* hut,no cottagers. As we 

walked over a piece of poor, fandy ground, I 

aiked hir», if he could nof improve that foil $ 

he replied, it was already very valuable to 

him* for the fallow year yielded him, with* 

xnit gay --.tillage, a gi;eat crop of fern. This $ 

,thpughf was very ftrangeimibandry, as I hifl 

,u&aHyiieardithfttplai>t rep.refentedjn England 

as a : pqgftieipus weqd; but he explained himfelf 

:by;-ijiyiqgf . &at the fern ferved him in the 

nwftfafRple .planner for bedding, his cattle in 

fhf&-,WjiQter flails. He pbferved, that this 

j>iece $f fandy land yielded a very large quan- 

jily^f manure by this means for his bettqr 

.fends,- and^ at the fame time, thfit his cal;t}e 

(Were better bedded than with ftraw only th^t 

tb^ey >vafted in feeding. This made yne en- 

quire q£ hind , if he always kept his cattle in 

houjes in the jvitjter. The qld man feemed 

furprized at this queftion, and aiked me, 

.where I fuppofed he kept them . I told him, 

,thajt in. England, all o$r farmers l^eep their 

cattle iuthei^lds, during winter > as well ^s 

j . <„ O 3 fummer* 
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fummer. This he could not well compre* 
hend. He informed me, that all the cattle 
of this country, old and young* and of all 
forts, were regularly kept in hbufe through 
the winter. I aiked him, if this did not 
prove a very expenfive management. He re- 
plied, no : but if it was more expenfive, it 
would be abfolutely neceffary ; firft, for the 
good of the cattle ; as they would, he aflerted, 
be pinched fo with the frofts in winter, that 
twice the common quantities of food would 
be inefficient to keep them in heart ; and 
fuch beafts, as were very; tender, he thought, 
would not outlive a winter in the fields. 
But, fays the old man, where is your dung 
railed, if the cattle in England are in the 
fields all winter ? This was a queftion, the 
propriety of which ftruck me, and for which 
I was not prepared with an anfwer ; ancj the 
farmer, feeing, I fuppofe, my ignorance, 
went on : by keeping our cattle houfed, we 
not drily preferve them in good health, butalfo 
taife ja large quantity- of riianure, wherewith 
we improve thofe fields that will probably 
pay the beft for it. It is very common, laid 
he, to feed the cattle with hay, turnips, and 
winter-cabbages, and to bed them at the fame 
time with ftraw ; but thofe among us, who 
have fern pn our lands, give the ftraw to our 

cattle 
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cattle of inferior, value, and bed all forts with 
fem* which we fijidai} improvement of the moft 
valuable kind; for it enables. u§ to fubftitutQ. 
ftraw as food for much of .our ftock, inftead. 
of hay,, Another material point is the value 
of the dung ; we find,, from experience, that 
fern makes, better manure than ftraw.; inlb- 
Hftfch that two loads of dung, made- with 
fem, is equal in value to. three -made witt} 
ftraw. r* Fern manure will laft much longer 
in the foil than that of ftraw. .1 considered 
all.thisrinformation concerning fern as very 
valuable; --for I well remember, that 4ii -Enr- 
giand, a great deal of fe^n-grows- on ; very 
extenfiye common? * and that *ie -ufe is rnf^db 
of: it; it is • left to rot in the cpiBiiron&^eci 
-warrensj,as if impoffible to be juried. to^iy 
.goad ufe ; but, I am afraid, that if 4ke-ia6U, 
whi>ch have been urged to me hy ..this. Dutch 
huibandman, were ftated ever io cleady .to 
our Englifti farmers* they \yo.uld make ,na 
fort of impreflion on them* but would dis- 
dain to take any fuch leflbn. 

This very intelligent farmer allured me^ 
that he was the more attentive ta this, appli- 
cation of his fern, becaufe he found, that the, 
goodnefs of his- crops depended entirely oi\ 
the quantities of fuch manure, ufed. He 
faid, he {hould not be able Xq nwke any profit 
O 4 by 
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liyl h$s c : ftttiiy' if he negle&ed the article of 
«ifitig ; a8 r ftiuch 4uhg as poffible in the win- 
ter. He ufed not only his fern far this pur- 
pofe, feufc'jttt^de great ufe of a very marfhy 
$ft>bf land 1 he had, which was ib wet that 
IK* cattle tould get to it, except for about 
Jrtroftribnths in the height of fummer ; this 
jjiiece yields 1 him a vaft cropof rufhes andflags, 
toithe a*nount of feveral waggon loads. He 
' 3$>plies th&ii to the ferae ufe as his fern, that 
a8, ! for bedding his cattle, and finds an equal 
•advantage in it. Another circumftance he 
jtefbrtrie&tiie of, and which I think may be 
dfefiil to mention, is a method he has in the 
tsfirtariragemerft of his dung ; at the fame time 
ikitit he beds his cattle with fern or rufhes y 
ittd firews fand among them, in pretty large 
qteititjes : what the purpofe of this was, I 
^odld hot Conceive, till he explained it. It 
fjg'for fcncreafing the quantity of manure, and 
Ulfo the quality of it, by abforbing all the 
<=flrtoflfe'J ! arid - he faid, that it was not of the 
"^^ft^ prejudice to the cattle. I muft own 
rj tffi?s l -pri<ftice ftruck me ; I had never heard of 
r aAy flmildr one in England, but yet, it 
Wg&t be' there imitated with profit. The 
^anagenient of his fheep is exaftly upon the 
■fiike^lah'lfof inftead of folding them in the 
ftdfcte, $$*•&%]& cuftom iu England, he, all 
;-*'r' '■ winter 
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winter long, forms his fold adjoining to his 
barn , and litters them in the fame maimer 
as his. cows* ...,:.. c 

. < ! {The old man, obferving me very attentiwi 
to : this . conversation, extended his walk . to 
fliew roe.' his crops, which feemed to be very, 
good ; he had fields of moft forts of common 
gisaia, and one or two of buck wheat, which 
he faid was very profitable. The only jp&« 
culiar oac r notkoewn in the fields of Engn 
land, was . carrots ; he had a long field of 
thenv **•' which he had a large parcel of wo* 
men and cfaaldrea weeding. This, he laid* 
was the moft profitable crop on his farm* 
Night coming on, we returned to his houfe* 
where his wife and daughter had been pre* 
paring : rfupper ; it was common fare, but 
good >of the <fcrt, and I -eat it with the greater 
pleafure, as,l obferved that the cleanlinefs of 
the houfe was truly Dutch. I gave my man 
orders to take care that the chaife was well 
mended early in the morning, and retired to 
reft in a clean bed, much pleafed with my 
reception. I took an early breakfaft before 
my departure, and gave my worthy friend a 
purfe of florins with more pleafure than I 
had a long time parted with money. He 
was extremely thankful, and we puihed on 
for Coevorden, to my no fmall fatisfa&ion in 

. efcaping 
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ricfcjdng thcibiii^t Sleen. The country 
tar, travelled* through is indifferent, not 
rich, and nmcb marfh land ; we did not ar- 
liwtt&tCoevorden till at noon of the nth. 
Ittis fituated in. a: low nurfh, which renders 
h}><mth its fortifications, a place of much 
;(fcength, being efteemed one of the keys of 
the United Provinces* * Li the war of 1672. 
k>, proved fc, for the Bifhop of Munfter, 
toaking himfclf mafter of it, decided the 
tfempaign. ■.-•It - is not otherwife a place off 
top note r there is a manufacture of thread 
Jit » it* which employs many poor women 
md children. , 

to Ff om Coevorden I agreed for another 
«h4ife-to carry me to Zwoll, the diftance 35 
miles. Beixig forced to come again into the 
terms of lying on the road, though I could 
fiaud d .was not to expe& good accommoda^ 
panto I breakfofted at Hardenburghs, and 
IBaobed Omraen in the afternoon ; where I 
was<-agreeably difappointed by finding a very 
dsceat inn. The town ftands pleafantly on 
a*iver» All this line of country is,marfhy, 
ipdrfqme of it .poor ; but the road runs on 
higher and better grounds. It is not, upon the 
whole, an agreeable country, though, fincel 
Iffk, Winfchooten, it varies from any other I 
lw4?feeu in iHolland. On the 13th in tha 

morning 
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morning I got to Zwoil, which ir-t confided 

able place ;it lies between twd iiwsrs,? and 

has a branch that runs thraoghxtfofcftotttoi 

It is well built, the ftreets regular^aaAdithwwr 

are feveral public edifices, that: will catch? ithi 

attention of a ftranger. The fortification*! 

are the greateft ornomentto rt, from^ewij| 

planted regularly. From Zwoft I toofc A z& 

gular poft chaife to Deventer, the diftsndfc 

twelve miles. This is a rich-^unt*y,>&id 

very well kept, but there ar6> fome- mtirflt 

lands and fandy tracks within fight a^iev&ESl 

places. I went to the Crown in*^ whfcrent 

met with, pretty good accomdation, bat 

dear. Here is a tolerable* appearance' of 

"trade, though nothing in comparifonof wfo&fc 

it once poffefied when a Hanfe TVwkrm 

There are many people of fortune tnake"?it 

their refidence, which renders the ^tdwi 

chearful, and the more agreeable tdflrangflfB J 

but the public buildings have:nt>thitig>>^m 

them deferving notice, though "ftrangets <a« 

fliewn an uncommon old tower of grefer>3a& 

tiquity, the walls of which are near twttftf 

feet thick; a notable fortificatibn -before #tet 

deftru&ive compound with lalf-petre WaS'Sfrf 

vented. ;r • >^ ?:; s:! ' : ■ ^o-:!v 

The next morning I went "t^ ^ZutphMfl 

which is eight miles further;'- ! T-he eount*^ 

is 
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is but indigent. On feme rich, fandy 
UimnsniSkey kxrt tobacco here ; which being 
in fmufioLpffoduAof hufbandry in Europe, 
, #Mi^llast.i:Jiad?nt3i jwhore feen, I flopped to 
qhfczyp it.ii^Cfaey dig their lands into fibres 
4^06 fidgea, atid fet the crop in rows* They 
&$3, iti requires irery xich land, aad that it 
{toft taaich rfcifchief to -all the country where 
f iterated, far it robs aH other lands of ma- 
&kQ 4r mtl ait; the lame time exhaufts the foil 
J»u la ;very .exteaordinary degree. They di4 
j»fctf«ckon it* tjidfe circumftances*confidered^ 
toone profitable^ or ?but little fo* than com- 
riga hiiifbancfcy. Zutphen is fttuated in the 
itfidft of -drabed fens, but is neyerthelef* 
l^k^n^byiClae ^habitants to haife a Very 
whoteibroe air, Jt is a large and well built 
*D¥i^:^axtd fiatorigly fortified; the pubiic 
feaild^^gk a re Jbandfome, and fo&xye .notice, 
jflftitt^^ over the river Berks. 

3uh$ijfcld church is a fine buildiftg, and the 
iS^pkVery^ighiiall the towns in Holland 
hfirfa»t3beir :Stadthoufca as well as Amfterdam, 
htobsttoa&y of them are viery mean edifices* 
:HiC9rtiur Towu*halls in Engliih corporation 
tiftivns, which areigenerally heaps of rubbifln 
*3This however of Zutphen deferves notice. 
-KtThe fourteen miles from Zutphen to Arn- 
h&iti, by Doefhusgh, isthroqgh various jortp 

-,•■ J :.< ..: ■•.•; : !' OI 



t>f lands, but fbme of them vtxf iiwKffereofcl 
I was informed, that riioft ;ofothe\ooiHity of 
Zutphen, and a great part of Gb^kfcrlahd* 
confifted in general either of niarfhefc, h«a*h*? 
or but half improved fands, which mubb fottf 
prized me; for I had conceited* that tfc& 
United Provinces were fo thickly iutebkwS^ 
that almoft every fpot was richly cwltivatedr j 
but the cafe is, the people are very uticquafllji 
distributed ; the province of Holland is rfu4$ 
of cities and towns, and every inch ctiitrvaw 
ed, but thefe parts, being much tnoreioaexrf 
the way of trade, are not fo thtaog&d ' witfat 
people* Arnheim is a very fine<atyveitremBljl 
Well built, with feveral beautifal^r6et^>!^it 
is the refidence of many perfbns of- fhrtuh* 
mid diftin&ion, who fuppost *hemfeWe# 
without the affiftance of trade. • >Th&l$lwd 
is very lively, having a greater, air > of! cfaearj 
fulnefs and eafe than moft 1 had beemii* 
of late. My quarters were ^t the 1 P&k&oft 
inn, which is kept by a Frci#hmafi,wiho'fead 
a ('mattering of English; I viras'treaGediwfcll 
here, and ferved with a table-that almo$ 
deferves the epithet of elegant, and yet th# 
cxpence was not extravagant. ^ From thik 1 
place t made an excurfion to fee Loo, the fa* 
mous fevourite feat of King William* TiW 
-whole- i^fi^vite-coimtryi-^Ji he^ths-and fo* 
- • - refts, 
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:&ffg, iadrin the midft of which ftartds the 
palaoe*.; .. .. It contains nothing that figures 
ipmckto an Englifhman, who has viewed 
J&fccfine buildings in his own country. The 
^aniens are what the Dutch moft admire ; 
hut thefe are quite in the old ftile, with wa- 
terworks, bafons, and regular cafcades ; but 
itfa»*fhady walks they fhew you with feme 
*ftentation, and they are indeed very well 
planted, and the trees large, but all is dipt 
ftft&regular. Rofendall is in the fame tafte, 
feUi the building highly ornamented. Ano- 
4^er.excurfion I made was to Nimeguen, oa 
fti*e rcanai which is cut ftrait between thefe 
icfcitfs* at their joint expence. It is a large 
and confiderable city, ftrongly fortified, be- 
iikg confidered as one of the keys of tf*e 
Jtfaited Provinces) and is the capital of that 
tftfcGJuelderland* It is very populous, hav- 
j^cfeveral manufactures that are flouriftiing. 
-PShsye are ten churches in it. St. Stephen's 
£bft.f»rincipal, in which is a very fine monu- 
«ae#t of Catharine of Bourbon, wife to A- 
dolph VII. Duke of Guefder. The Stadt- 
Jbduie is a confiderable edifice, but has no- 
jfeilig elegant in it* From the old caftle 
there is a very beautiful profped of the ad- 
j*?£nt country. This place is much noted 
£& the treaty q£ peace between .the F«pp& 
,- . and 
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and the allies in 'i*6 7.8V of -Chichi Sir -Wil. 
Temple has lefrfb excqJledtaii aicount^inq 
Early on the 1 7th 1 left .liArhheimy onmgr 
way to Utrecht. It is two ^pd! thirty mikfct, 
through an extreme pleafant,tod much "bfcjjjt 
a rich country, abounding with feats: toifl 
villas. It is well peopled, and feems>Tidbi 
Utrecht is one of the firft citks in the United 
•Provinces ; it is fpacious, and very pdpuloii^ 
i&ul excellently fituated id a beiutiful ^oukf- 
try* The chief ftreets, tofrich »are;fegMto 
and well -built* &re cut through with can&tefe 
the new Gratch and the Vaert run through 
the whole city, having no lefs than five atid 
thirty bridges over them; The -edifice^Ofli 
the former would do credit* to any citjNui 
^Europe. The fquare is ipacukrs, ^n<i is $bfc 
centre- of feveral regular ftreete, that cufi&fclb 
another at right angles. Utrecht is lohgGr 
than the Hague, and next to it^ is thep*£#- 
cipal jefidence of the nobility , arid all polite 
perlbns who live on their private fortiuail; 
b&fides which advantages, it is the capitit'Gf 
1?he>;province of the fame name, and wfreifc 
the tevereign courts are held. The cathtJ- 
Oralis in ruins* nor is there any other pubSfc 
buildings that delerve notice. The fteepfe 
of this- cathedral is however one of the highlit 
in Holland, and-from it I hid the fatisfa&ieh 
.: of 
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•of .viewing an amazing profpe& over Five of 
the Seven Provinces, and a great way further 
towards Cleves in Germany. They (hewed 
me above fifty walled towns in the neigh- 
fcourhood, none of them more than a day*s 
jcrorney from this city* Utrecht is the feat 
.of aflburifhing univerfity, in which are gieat 
iwmbers of ftudents from various parts, par- 
ticularly from Germany and the North of 
Europe* One of the moft agreeable fpe&a- : 
cks here, is, what they call their Mall, from 
that of St. Jameses park* It is near three 
quarters of a mile in length, wkh four large 
parallel walks with rows of trees : here the 
fceft company in Utrecht parade backwards 
and forwards, efpecially on Sunday evenings 
in-fummer. The environs of the city are 
perfeftly agreeable, being full of gardens* 
orchards, canals, and walks ; but the foil *s : 
-toafandy for the rich verdure of meadows, 
•and therefore there are arable fields very near 
the city. - 

I took my leave of Utrecht -on the 20th, 
and went by the treckfqhuyt to Vyann, 
in my way to Boifleduc. This is a little 
town of an agreeable appearance, which doer 
not belong to, Holland, but to the Counts of 
Brederode. The air is reckoned remarkably 
clear and fine; but this may be occafioned 

•by 
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by many people retiring here under pretence 
of the air, but really from very different mo* 
tives. It is very troublefome to the Dutch.- 
The Country is moft of it fandy. Gorcurn 
is the next ftage* and is fituated on the river 
Waal; it is pretty ft rongly fortified. They 
are famous here for frefh water fifh ; I had as , 
fine tench for my dinner a6 ever I few, and 
the price is moderate. From hence it is to ' 
miles to Boifleduc, through Worcum and 
Huefden, both which places are fortified* 
The country is all indifferent ; but even tha * 
# nvorft foils, and the moft uninterefting na- ^ + 
tural views, are rendered pleafing by the 
great fpirit of neatnefs and regularity which 
is every where found. 

Boifleduc is one of the grand frontiers of 
Holland, being extremely well fortified by * 
art, and better ftill by nature. It is fituated 
on arifing ground, in the midft of an exten- 
five marfh, through which there would be no * 
poffibility of approaching it, were there not r 
caufeways made, and thefe are ftrongly for- 
tified by redoubts. The town is five miles 
in circumference, being on the confluence of 
the three rivers, Domel, Aa, and Drefe ; and 
its' ditches are filled by their 1 waters, which 
contribute much to the ftreogth of the * . 
place. Thefe rivers form fevetal very fii\e * 

Vol. I. p canals, 
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canals, which run through the heart of the 
city : over thefe there are fifty ftone bridges. 
Ten good ftreets center in the principal 
fijuare, which has a fine effe&; but this 
fijuare is furrounded by timber buildings, 
which are mean. As to public buildings, 
the church of St. John is a very noble one ; 
but the clock, which they fhew with much 
oftentation, is not fo greatly ftriking. The 
Stadthoufe is a handibme edifice, raifed on 
the plan (but much fmaller) of that at Am* 
fterdam. Here are feveral very flourifhing 
manufactures, particularly in the linen and 
woollen way ; and fome of knives and other 
hardware, and alfo of needles. . I made en* 
quiries into the ftate of thefe fabrics, and the 
report I had was more favourable to them 
than ufual ; moft of them being in a fiiccefs* 
ful ftate. The linen trade is not fo flourifh- 
ing as formerly, but, I believe, even that has 
no reafbn to complain. The country, for 
feme miles to the South Eaft.of this' town, 
has many extenfive tracks of wafte land, 
*vhich* would well anfwer cultivation: but 
the inhabitants do not in general feem much 
attentive to fuch bufinefs, notwifhftanding 
ihe fuccefs of certain individuals, who have 
attempted it. Amongft thefe, there is a 
Captain -Hey, of whofe gje&t undertakings I 

had 
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had read in two or three books lately pub* 
lilhed in Holland. This gentleman is let* 
tied at Tillebourg, twelve miles from Boifle- 
.duc. I took a journey thither, purpofely to 
view his improvements : the hiftpry of which 
is this. In the neighbourhood of that towfii 
are very eXtenfive heaths, that are comrtion, 
the appearance of them not at all inviting,- 
and the value to the public contemptible. 
-M. Rey, of the regiment of Pepin, petitioned 
the States of Boifjeduc for a grant of a part of 
thefe heaths, engaging at the lame time to cul- 
tivate them* IJis requeft was refuted, fronfi 
that little fpirit of railing difficulties, which 
is fb often found to arm againft thofe who ever 
purpofe any novelties. A year elapfed after 
.this refafal, when, by fome means or other, 
the knowledge of this affair was fb fpread, 
jthat.it- came to be debated in the States Ge- 
neral ; where a member, fenfible and worthy, 
I doubt not, propofed, that the Captain's pe- 
tition ihould be complied with, as an object 
.that tended evidently to the public good. It 
: was at once agreed to, and Captain Rey put 
in pofieffion of the lands he had defired. 

Itisa miftake in feveral writers to fay, 

that this gentleman executed all his works 

.merely with his pay as a Captain ; for I hafl 

it fronrhis own. mouth, that he began with ja 

Pa" ' *: {npl{ 
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fmall private fortune, which was of gfeafe 
ufe to him, more in gaining him credit for 
the fums he wanted to borrow, than in the 
application of that particular amount. This 
fortune, however, was but inconfiderable. • 

Upon my arrival at this gentleman's farm, 
I ordered my fervant to inform him, that I 
was an Englifh gentleman on my travels, 
and having heard much of his great improve- 
ments, was come from Boifleduc purpofely to 
defire permiffion to fee them. The Captain 
came himfelf to my chaife, and very politely 
delired me to alight, telling me that he 
Would fhew me what little matters he had 
done with the greateft pleafure, and imme- 
diately conducted me to his houfe. It was 
about one o'clock ; the Captain faid, he 
fhould dine prefently, and in the interim de- 
tered permiffion to fhew me his chateau, and 
his farming offices. 

All thefe, he informed me, he had built by 
degrees, for that not a ftone was to be feen 
before he began" his works. The houfe is 
fmall, but fubftantial, confifting of a little 
paflage in the center, and a parlour on each 
fide ; one is the common room, and the other 
for company ; behind thefe is a kitchen, and 
• an adjoining room for his work people, with 
fopic other cimyeniencies } and over all four 

bed- 
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bedchambers. He has a large barn, twa 
(tables, three houfes for cows, and fame ather 
inferior offices, (unrounding a fquare court 
near the houfe, When he had (hewed me 
the(e buildings, he returned to dinner; a 
flight but genteel repaft provided, not expeiw 
five, but frugal. The Captain is a man of 
fenfe, and has (een enough of the world ta 
avoid that very falfe politenefs of apologies^ 
I give you, Sir, faid he, addreffing himfelf to 
me, good bread, good beer, good. wine, and 
good cheefe ; as to all the reft, I attend no 
further. This is certainly the fenfible line 
of life.; a man may always have thefe in ftore, 
fo as not to be put to a nonplus if any ftran-. 
ger calls upon him. I have heard this Ian*, 
guage more than once in England, but never 
till now beheld the conduft really exifting, 
aijd reduced to pra&ice. The- converfation 
turned upon agriculture, and the Captain's 
improvements, *' When Icame here, Sir*" 
(aid he, I found all an open common,, co-. 
verectwith bufhes, fern, and other trumpery, 
without one inclofure, or a fingle. advantage 
that I could apply to ufe. I fir ft ere&ed one 
half of this houfe, in which I refided whil$ 
all the other works were going on, I began 
with a pair of horfes and a yoke of oxen, 
With wh^ch I broke up a field of ten acrea. 
P 2 I could 
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I could have managed a larger undertaking, 
but the fences were not completed, for I 
have ever made it a rule of condudl, to inclofe 
completely the piece of land I defigued to 
improve. I have obferved fome wafte lands. 
in France, attempted to be improved, with- 
out attending to this rule, but never with 
(uccefs. My crops upon my firft inclofure 
were good, and gave me courage to proceed 
with Ipirit in my undertaking. I (hould 
have been better able to encounter the dif- 
ficulties I met with, had I been more, prac- 
tifed in hufbandry ; but for want of expe- 
rience, I jnade blunders at the very begin-- 
ning of my undertaking, for I was too eager 
after profit in (owing corn, whereas the firft 
bufinefs ought to have been the raifing winter 
food for cattle ; and this, faid he, ought to 
be the great objeft in all beginnings." I did 
not comprehend this reafooing, as it appeared 
'to me, that raifing what would buy food for 
cattle, was in efFeft raifing that food ; how- 
ever, as M. Rey continued his obfervations, 
I did not interrupt him for an explanation. 
" The year following I enclofed two fields, 
each of ten acres, which 1 was forced to grub 
.lap, to bring the land into order for ths 
plough to work in. This was a great and 
an expenfive work ; and I made it the mor$ 

6, 



fb, from trying an experiment in cutting 
the furface of a part for burning it, from tha 
pra&ice of a French nobleman, who has 
published a work on improvements of wafU 
land. The foil alfb being fandy, I was much 
troubled in fnaking the fences ; my method 
was to cut a ditch, and plant a live hedge of 
hornbeam on the bank, which $ you will fee* 
has at laft anfwered perfe&ly well ; but the 
expence oFdefehding it, while young, with 
the rubbifh that was cut from the heath, I 
found confiderabie. I purchafed this year 
three cows, and began to think myfelf a 
Confiderabie farmer. In -this manner, Sir, I 
continued a gradual increafe of cultivated 
land for five years, making alfb occafional 
additions to my live ftock, to my fervants, 
andulfo to my buildings ; and it pleafed God 
to profper my undertaking, that 1 then found 
but littlb difficulty' in getting credit for 
twenty thoufand florins, which .enabled me 
to enlarge greatly my undertakings. The 
year following, I borrowed as much more* 
and the expenditure of that furn, with the 
•annual one of my own favings, brought my 
works in fuch forwardhefs, that from thai: 
time I have had, not only an increafing, but 
a profitable farm. I have been for fometime 
paying off : gradually thofe incumbrances, arid 
P * 0*11 
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ftalj foon be perfe&ly free on that head, A 
little experience pointed out my firft errors, 
and the way to avoid theni. J made it a 
point to increale my cattle, as faft as I was 
able, and could do that only by bringing my 
lands to bear grafs, The common nqeadows 
require a rich foil, I therefpre adopted the 
artificial ones. I tried Lucerne, efparcette, 
clover red and white, fpurry, &c. In Lu- 
cerne, I have never done any thing, except 
in one fmall piece of rich land, that had been 
manured in a more ample manner than I 
copld poflibly afford, if I had extended the 
culture of it : the great red clover and fpurry 
have been my principal friends j for I m^y 
truly fay, I have had more atfiftanpe from 
them, than frqm any other branches of my 
cultivation. Turnips and carrots I Jiave 
principally depended on for the winter fub- 
(iftence pf my cattle } and I find, th^t they 
prepare well for the grafles, J$y adhereing 
to the modes which J Jiave found pipfl ad T 
vantageous, I have no doubt pf cpntinuing 
to increale my profit, Npr flio\ild I forget 
ta obferve to you, Sir, that I have fpund no 
flight affiftanpe in my undertaking! frpm a 
iettle fettlerpent I have on ijiy l^nd, of five 
Palatine families, by whofe means, at the 
(amp time $at J Jiay? fycqn $ gjodtj friend to 

{hem, 
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them, they have done much in returning it f 
fb that we are truly the better for each other.* • 
} here remarked to him that I fhoujd fuppo{e t 
the fucpefs of fuch undertakings, on what^ 
ever icale they are carried on, muft depend 
yery much on peopling the waftes, defigned 
to be improved; for without plenty. of 
hands, how are improvements to be carrie4 
on ? "Very true, he replied, and I am coi*. 
vinced from my own experience, that no* 
thing would anfwer fo well to their High 
Mightineffes, as the fettling poor Germam 
families on the numerous and extenfivs 
waftes which are in the provinces of £ut- 
phen, Guelderland, Breda, and Overyflel, for 
they would prefently make them well cul- 
tivated provinces ; but improvements of thefe 
waftes jnuft be rpade by private peribns, for 
fuch cannot well profper in the hands of the 
public." 

The Captain (hewed xne the principal 
parts of his farm whiph lye very agreeably 
around his houfe ; it is 3. very pleating one tQ 
view, for the fenpes are new made, regular, 
^nd kept in excellent order* The crops, I 
pbferyec}* were all free from weeds, and every 
field appeared ip. good condition, ; What a 
pra&iqal farmer would pronounce on them, 
| J$iiqw npt, but I own, M. Re^ appears to 
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me to be an excellent hufbandman. He was 
entirely *hofpitable, for he infifted on my 
ftaying all night, which I complied with* 
as I thought his converfation was uncom- 
monly fenfible and inftru&tve. I could not 
leave him without refle&ing on the great 
things, which may be executed by the force 
of indfcftry and perfeverance. Captain Rey's 
eftate, on the waftes of Tillebourg, is a new 
Creatioa; feveral families are fupported by 
that land, which before did not yield enough 
to keep a fheep. This is by no meaas to be 
considered fingly as a private acquifition, the 
State reaps probably more profit from it than 
the individual ; for increafing the value of 
Tthe earth's produ&s, is encreafing the na'- 
tional wealth : and what acquifition can bfe 
more valuable than that of new induftrious 
fubje&s ? The States of the country, who 
reje&ed M. Rey's petition, muft now be 
convinced of'the pra&icability and the profit 
of improving thefe waftes, and thp States 
General have plainly (hewn their fa gacity in 
'granting it. But what is very aftonifhing, 
this bright example has had fcarcely any ef- 
fects, except one or two inftatfees of im- 
provement which I heard of, but in fuch a 
confufed manner, that I could hardly make 
out whether it was on new of old inclofures* 
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Is it not amazing, that M. Rey's great fuo* 
cefs, fhould have no followers ? I apprehend* 
that gentlemen, in a fimilar ftate, are afraid 
of attempting fuch undertakings, left they 
fhould either be lofers by them, or perfedfc 
flaves to the work ; and indeed while perfons 
are ignorant, it muft require a certain enthu-* 
fiafm in the mind to carry a man through all 
oppofing difficulties, till fuccefs hath iecured 
and crowned his wifhes. 

Tillebourg, though out of the dire£t road 
to Breda from Boifleduc, was now,my neareft 
way to it, I therefore took my leave of the 
Captain, thanking him very fincerely for his 
hofpitality, and made the beft of my w&y to 
Breda the 24th. The road leads moftly 
through uncultivated heaths, that require 
fuch fpirits as M. Key's to Improve, and 
Would doubtlefs repay their attention equally 
as Well. Breda deferves the traveller's atten- k 
tioii. It k one of the ftrongeft towns in 
Holland ; the fortifications are very regular, 
and kept in excellent repair ; the fituation of 
the place is low, for the fea caii be let into 
the ditches, and from thenfce over much of 
the country, which muft render an army's 
accefs to it very difficult. The whole barony 
and town belongs to, the Rrince of Orange* 
who is the Spvereign, and has a modern built 

cattle 
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caftle for his refidence when here, with gar* 
dens, and a fmaall park. It is a large place, 
populous, and well built. From Breda I 
went the 25th to Bergenopzoom, which is 
twenty miles, through amuch richer country* 
This city is large, and the ftreets regular ; 
the church and the palace were fine. build- 
ings before the fiege in 1747. The market 
jilace is very large and handfome, but the 
fortifications are the principal obje&s in it. 
The Dukes of Parma and Spinola, both found 
them too ftrong for all their power, which 
gave it the title of the Virgin fortrefs, and 
impregnable ; for as fuch it was reckoned 
before Marfhal Lowendahl came before it* 
It ftands in the midft of marfhea ; fo. that 
every advantage of fituation is united with 
thofe of Cohorn, as he was long employed ta 
conftrudfc whatever works about it he thought 
peceflary for making it as ftrong as poflible* 
A ca^ial keeps open a communication with 
the fea ; and to defend this canal, there arq 
jredoubts, forts, palifadoes, &c. without; 
frumber, and a village ftrongly fortified in 
the midft. In a word, nothing \vas IparecJ 
to iecure to it its pretences tQ being impregn 
nable ; and it is the general opinion in Hok 
Jand, that it really is fa ; and that the French 

would 



Holland. in 

would never have taken it with their cannon* 
unlefs they had ldaded them with goldon 
balls. 

Having dined, and fifiifhed my view of 
Bergem, I took boat for Go6s, in the ifland 
of South Beveland, in the province of Zea- 
land, Vhere I put up at the Golden Lion, 
which is but an indifferent inn, and the peo- 
ple not very civil. The next morn, I made 
an excurfion to view the ifland, which 
is about fifteen miles long, and half as broad. 
Thef land all lies low, and is defended from 
the fea by high banks. The foil is extremely 
rich, but not all applied to pafturage. I &W 
much corn, which appeared to be very fine 
and clean ; and alfo fbme large fields o£ 
madder, which is a particular article of cul- 
ture in this country, which they follow wry 
afliduoufly, and from whence madder is called 
Zealand madder. It grows on flat lands* 
formed .into regular oblongs by fmail 
trenches, and in rows about a foot afunder* 
it is a" ftraggling odd plant ; yet I remarked^ 
that they keep it very clean, by weeding 
and hoeing, for I could fcarcely fee a fingle 
weed in a large field. They informed mc, 
that it is three years in the ground, unlefcthc 

gruuett 
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growth is extraordinary, and in fuch cafe 
jfcwo are fiifficient; the valuable part is the 
root, which, when dried, makes a very fine 
dye : they efteem it more profitable than any 
jOther article of % hufbandry, but are forced to 
$>ick their land for it, as it will fucceed only 
pn certain foils : the great point is to find 
.pieces dry enough for it, and at the fame 
time extremely fertile, for no .land can be too 
*• ich for it. Great quantities of madder are 
.exported from moil: parts of Zealand to Lon- 
don, as the growth does not fucceed in Eng- 
land, notwithftanding all the endeavours 
that have been ufed to raife it. 

From Goes, I went by water to Mid- 
'.dleburgh, which is the capital, not only of 
■the ifland of Walcheren, but alfo of all Zea- 
land. It is one of the moft confiderable 
.cities in the United Provinces, being very 
Jarge and well built ; the ftreets are broad, 
iragUlar, and very well paved ; the public 
edifices ftriking, and fome of them magni- 
.ficent. Here are twenty churches, among 
which the new church figures moft ; it has a 
:Very handfome cupola, and great merit in 
.the architecture. Merchant vefiels come 
dnto the center of the city, by means of a 
icanal from the fea ; lb that Middleburgh en- 
joys a very confiderable commerce, particu- 
larly 
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larly'in Spanifh and French winfti, which 
are reckoned the ftaple of the place. I made 
an excurfioii through the principal "part of 
the ifland, which was not a diiagreeable em-» 
ployment for a day. It is a rich, low, .flat 
country, applied to raifing both corn and 
pafture; and it abounds alio with madder; 
but they feem to plant it in a different man- 
from what they do in Beveland. I made 
fome enquiries into culture here, as I had 
done there ; and found that they reckon that 
a common crop from an Englifh acre, will 
produce from three to four hundred florins ia 
value, if it is in the ground three years ; this 
is about thirty or forty pounds ; but then the 
expences of the management run very high, 
and they manufacture it, for which feveral 
confiderable buildings are neceflary, before 
it is marketable. But notwithftanding thefe 
circumftances, they efteem it a more pro- 
fitable article than either corn « or grais* 
From Miildleburgh, I fetout on the 27 th for 
'Bruges, through Dutch Flanders ; the part I 
travelled, was not equally fertile in appear- 
ance, nor fb agreeable as I had been given 
by the books to underftand, but towards the 
Auftrian Province it improves greatly. And 
here, as I conclude my journey through the 

dominions 
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dominion^ of the States General, it will hi 
neceffary to make ibme ebfervations, and 
give a general review of feveral particulars 
concerning the Dutch f not fufficiently ex-* 
plained in the preceding chapters. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the ManufaSlures of Holland. 

IT is not only that general trade of ^buy- 
ing and felling, which has enriched to 
ib great a degree this country, but it is fuller 
• of manufadtures than any other in Europe. 
The Dutch have numerous fabrics, which 
they work up from the produds of all their 
neighbours, and of all parts of the world ; 
thefe they vend in their general trade ; and 
and this traffic is one of the principal pillars 
of their ftate. I have, in various pafTages, in 
the preceding accounts, given the refiilt of 
my enquiries on this head, at the manufac- 
turing towns through which I patted ; but 
there remains fome general remarks to be 
laid before the reader, in order that he may 
have the better idea of the present ftate of 
the Dutch manufa&ures ; and this I ihall do 
by taking fbme extracts from a very good 
account of them, which has been lately pub- 
liihed in Holland, and which has not ap- 
peared in the Englifli language. 

Vol. I. Q^ " Holland 
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1 * " Holland has been tlte feat of manufac- 
tures without doing any thing a&ively tb 
a£tra& them. Workmen from every cdun& 
try, molefted in their perfons, their eftates* 
or their religion, have . taken refuge here^ 
with their abilities and their induftry ; this 
induftry has fuftained them in a ftate greatly 
flourifhing, as long as thfe low price of < la- 
bour would allow a profit fufficiently gfi&t 
in the fale of their fabrics. In the kftagfc; 
'it is certain j that there was no place compi* 
rable to Holland, for numbers of flourifliing 
ttunufa&ures. In the principal cities tof the 
province of Holland, were- found the fineft 
and richeft fabrics of all fbrtsy of fhjffti of 
filk* in every variation of gold, filvery &€• 
of wool, and linens of all forts, colours^ and 
dies, the fineft and moil rare; ribbons -and 
laces of gold, filver, and filk, velvets,, gauze* 
flowered and plain, tapeftries, leathers gilt; 
&£•' All thefe manufa&ures exift at prefent * 
but with lefs eclat than formerly : they are, 
efpe^ialiy in thofe of wool, filk, gold, andt 
£lver T rivalled by the competition of Genoa* 
Venice, France, and England, They makfe 
at Amfterdam, gold and filver fluffs, • dfc- 
*nafks, brocades, taffeties, mohairs, ikaU 
loons, velvets, and pluihes* They iifth&e 
at Haerlem, many of the different kinds 

. and 



arici defign^ of ^uff» >at Lyops. ; jfor ? they have 
hever poflfeffed, / f iv, .thefe p»aufa6tures f the 
iu$.£f defigmpg*. which embelliihes and ei** 
irtt&s? annually thofe of Tours, a;nd princi* 
p^Ujr thofe of Ljwiusi by a great -variety, and 
jbjyjr the graces pf tafte and novelty. Thefe 
^Mtnufafitunps, and thofe of woollen fluffs* at 
itfydeti ^d Utrecht > which have for (onife 
#9*6 ^riched ^heir exportation, had not 
ti^f^r^-ifif Holland* but wer<3 brought 
t^cer^y-rtfugfQS* - A .geneffial toleration^ 
^k&-^&;f$to^ have niched Hoi* 
^H^rwithj^i»dwftry of other nations* sikI 
efgc^iallj! ivMh:that of the Fr«uchi tf&dv-fthe 
prq^gid^i exfiept rof the Dutch /fc^raerce* 
jpifted<t^ fchefc intelligence and? reined ooeb* 
aqseiy^.hatfc given-- to'- the mtita^&urea ttf 
ikhefe -refugees, a reputation #hich-J*as irf> 
fured -a great fait of all the productions -of 
their iadailry, .and from thence brought 
them, continually nearer to perfe&ion* This 
teputetidn has :been fpch, that-it has not, 
h^n vnCotTOjuoa^for the velvets manure* 
tured. at Milw; tobe fent to Holland* and 
fwjpa thencfe rc^porfed to r Milan* for. the 
Holland ■ yelvet j to * which , .befides the ex* 
pence of. freight jut>d commifficm^ this repa- 
ttfiw .alone would .<tti4:a mvs sake* 
•■-=,. :■- ■i-'.'.uii -;.;Q:iv-.- <■*; " The 
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« The fluffs of HollandJiave fupported n fc* 
a long time the competition of thole of Ly* 
oris, and above all of thofe of Paris, in fptfte 
of the great variety, tafte,' and the beircrtiW 
of defign,* in the fabrics of Lyons, whi£h 
have for a loAg time decided the fuperidfitjr 
m all manufadures of filk. The filk ftiiffl 
of Holland have been fought for in F*ittc£ 
for a great number of years* on acctttuVMif 
their folidity, and efpecially by thofer W&iti 
do not change with the mode. For iir'thiS 
atticle, fuch has been the ' extravagance bf 
the faftiion* that it every year teeeivefe im** 
perious dilates from the ; fabrics of Lyd'hs* 
by- introducing newtafteand hew defigns; J v; ' ' 

1 ** Manufactures have refifted for a long tlrite 
in Holland,- the exceffive abundance of the 
currency, which commerce has, without 
c^afitig, accumulated, and which has necef- 
feriJy became the fcourge of their irianufatv 
tiites, particularly of thole' which rfequire 
th^moft labour and induftry, or which arfe 
rtet fupported by a great internal confuriip- 
tton, as th'e filk fluffs. The fdbfiety of the 
Dutch, aii&fchat of the Frehbh, become? 'the 
fiitte- iti -Holland ;' and ' the fmall profits', 
with which thd Dutch riifcrchants art fc&iV 
tented, have fiiiftaiiied for a long time iffibffc 
rhanufa&ures in a 'flbuiriiliing iftate. But the 

"•-•-- -.-" dearnels 



cfcarnefs of iabou^,bpcc^fwnp4 J>y the abun- 
dance of money n an4^tbe taxe^ iupon houfe$, % 
a^d. uppn all rth? neceflkries of life, has 
n^Uch hurt their nianufa^turps, and even 
tetf^s towards their deftni<9;ion. There re- 
xftaipS; however* ibme finall filk fabrics a£ 
Haerlem, which the interior /Oonfumptioa 
^^iixtains; but which are weakly animated, 
frpifl .the competition of the; iimilar nianurv 
f^<^ires of Fxanoe^ and which it is very di£* 
fici^ltv^or the republic to prevent the entrj; 
$f. -The other ^wrought fluffs richer, from 
amore. ; corpplica^ed labour, have an mag#v 
places #opp£c},,qyen for the home confump^ 
tion ?r i» favour; of thofe of France ; an4 
lyWtfe Rowing, fl&ore to the cheaptiefs of the* 
latter, than. to fuperiority of tafte* defig^i qiy 
sxa&nefs in the execution of tfieER. ,. ;v-.' 
k'^ Commerce has rendered lace important^: 
and induftry has perfe&ed the art of makings 
itt.r^It is becopie.the ornament, and' the dip 
play, of riches, after having heea one of . the> 
fign3 qf. poverty: neverthelefsy . fliew aloaa 
vy^iild not fupport the cuJftom,, hut there is * 
kind, of. (economy extended to laced cloths j 
The, luxurious expence is morq.CQnfiderable* 
in thofe that a/e pjain. , The French, who 
kno.iv w^U how to be ipdtjftjfious, and to 
rej^dei:;(heir induftry jpf yftlvie^.haye given fa 
.-,'.,. cQ their 
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their l^cq mariu^&ures ajl t^fe advantages qf 
the greatefl reputation, particularly fb> 
lightnefs, brilliancy, de%n, r ^ndtafte, "Pans 
Jjelieves herfelf to he vjhrivalfed in her'gofd 
laces, and Lyons in thofe qf ftfyer. The 
City of Amfterdam has endeavoured to paif^ 
Jake of tjiefe advantages, 
♦ 4 It it generally agreed, that |t is the thrfc^d 
. ipf the (liver of Lyons;, which gives the JaCe 
"the greateft whitenefs and brilliancy: they 
attribute this fuperiqr quality of their thread 
pyfcr that of Paris and Amfterdam* to the 
waters of the Rhine, by whiph the workmen 
pin only give a, blueifh white; and they 
jpretend, that this; is the reafpn whifch give? 
"tjo Lyqns the exclufiye privilege of trading 
ia the fineft filver thread. It is hot the famp 
with that of gold. That of Paris arid Am T 
jfl^rdara h^ye different qualities : the colour 
of the Paris gp!4 is jmpre fplid % that of Am«? 
Kerdain ha? mpre pf the yermillion, more 
Sclat ;; and the paris gpld being weightier, i$ 
dearer than th^t qf Amfterdaja, ?nd, in £rie, 
luas eftablifhed her lace at a higher price^ 
Without deferying tq be more valued/ zi\ 
Other thing* heirig equal. ' The }ape fabrics^ 
^hich ar£*at preien't very, few in numbefr, 
jfcaw their gold thread Ifrpm Amfterdam,, 
%\$ thejf filver from tvoiii ;' but th&Hafciss 
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can hardly fuppprt the competition with 
ihpfe of France. Jt is yet, heyerthelefs, ]'% 
branch of foreign commerce, particularly 
tte gold thread of Amfterdanu, r '[ 

, f 4 The cloth manufactures of Leyden and 
Utrecht, fupport their reputation : the fuper- 
finds are as good and as fine as thofe in fo 
^reigqt, inanufa&ures, and the blacks ^6( 
ytrecht are always fuperior; the camlets 
pif Jrjeydm equal thofe of Bruflels. There 
#re of this fort two manufactures united. 
*£he ratteens preferve alfo their antient repu- 
tation ; bnt the dearnefs of thefe manufac- 
tures reduces (hem entirely to the home 
confumption. There is a difference betweeh 
thefe fabrics and thofe of France, of , tlfe 
xoun tries of Limburg, Veryiers, Aix* °ra 
Qliapelle, and Juliers, of nine or teix per 
cent, which is in foreign markets atf lm- 
nienfe difadvantage to the pianufa^uressof 
Holland; this difadvantage to them is In 
common with thofe of England in the iafce 

f 4 The n^ceffitiesof commerce have ihtra^ 
4uce4 among all maritime " nations 'manu* 
inures of cordage, andit'ls'witliout/dQupt 
pn<e of thd jnofl: antieiit hi /Holland/ Riga, 
Koiyngfl?urgh 4 Memel,,and;St. PcteriCburgh, 
'fiuttUh, aliQoil a$ jpafciohs j, arifcLit is mare in 

;...:. '■" • d i' : ~ ; - ! -~- :I " m 
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this ' cordage* that the IDotoly trade with 4:f» 
Southern nations* than in their *own<maiio-» 
faefcures, which can fcarcely fiirnifh the iibJ 
ohenie confumption oflherrown marine.' ^1* 
f.* The manufa&ures of linens in the pro* 
vinces of Groningen, Frizeland, and Oveiv 
yffdS, are always equally fupported. *The 
febrics of France, Flanders, and Germaiiy y 
maice none that even approaches them. I The 
linens which are called Dutch, are diftiri- 
£uifhed as much by the whitenefs, the iine'-i 
Befs^ the grain, the equality, and thb good-* 
nefs, as by being mealiired by the ell> or the 
manner of folding ; the moft famous whitenr- 
mg i grounds in Europe are at : Haerlewi'; 
they give to their linens the- luftre and fine 
white that diftinguifhes them ? they alio 
enable the Dutch merchants to appropriate 
to-.themfeives foreign manufa&ures, which 
tbey buy in Weftphalia, in the.corntry of 
Juliers, in Flanders, and in Brabant, ansd 
which being whitened at Haedem. are prti* 
dvrced in commerce under the name of 
Dutch linens ; for this whitening adds a 
new price to the linen when it'is of a good 
fabric : they take care in this whitening* 
without the afliftance of any regulation, not 
taigive to the linens an . artificial lengthy as 
we know is done in the ■ whitening grounds 

.of 



'of i Flaoadeisiy *t byi odollingt therti p^rfcoard^ ; .-tar 
lwerativB axticktii but; ; which. i<dcgmdes)<-tfa«S 
limens '*br^? entirely altering rfkeicv quality 
they irai-ia t^iem . at Xth^lcmtfmfy by haiwfy 
and; they ufe the fifties; t>£ *theve#y beft qua- 
lity^ - : • .•- .; :■■■• S -? ■•;"■ « r - *■ -f - ' - ' ■ -. i\v ■ 
•fl The mamrfa&uries of paper* are in a flctop* 
rifhing ftate. It is lurprizing, that thtaft 
havte bem • able to fuftain themfelves* fitoce 
they have been multiplied fo> greatly ->arL 
France, and in the Auftrian Provinces ; J fcn$ 
especially in countries, where, the priqer«f 
labour is low, which is a fta& advantage, tta a 
. manufcy&ure that employs a great number erf 
hands; ' Thefe manufa&ures, -which h#v« 
been recently raifed and multiplied^ havb 
given a fenfible ft rake • to thbfe' o£ HollknkJj 
fined: th^ exportation of rags, of *jld dirien? 
(which is* the raw material) h^ beeu vfgo* 
roufly prohibited in France^ and \the ^ri* 
ikrkniProvihces. It is ntrvejrtKelefs ,orcei;cjf 
*hm moft preciobs manufactures* whichiilhfe 
republic has, as well for the home confumjk 
licoi^which is ftnmenfe, as in ftmiiWiing ii 
fexpertntion ; add this nikim&fture fupperts 
itielf::as wsell as others, fai^hfe'vfety fimpft 
jpeafpn*, thi Wntjfa£Burers content themfelvw 
with ^ very fniall- profit, .having t*o better 
xheaas pf making ^reaterfby>tfeir:xnone^- - 

" The 
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fpr paying for. the. raaaiufa^res of Jrujia^ 
(an exportation which, is a reproach tp.,tfo$ 
trade) i$ already much, dj#unifbed, asdde- 
Cjreafes every day by the progrefe of ir^I$& 
try of the fame fort in Europe. We opgfrt 
lience to regard the. manufacture of po$:e 7 
W as one of the moft precious to ^urope^ 
Among the great number of modern mapur 
la&ures, which European induftry ha$ ntf£<$ 
in our time, in imitation of thofe of thte lh± 
dies, are thofe of plain muflins, ftriped a,nd 
bordered, which ifrey ma^ein Switzerland, 
and in France ; linens of white cotton, and 
juinted linens,- which ftrpafs thofe of the Ipr 
cfies in beauty, tafte, and variety of defigp,; 
jpekins, fatting damafifcs, gourgourans, cir- 
fakas, armoifins, and other fluffs, whic& 
equal all the patterns we have had from the 
Indies, The fuccefs of all thefe manufac- 
tures is fo 1 great and happy, in continually 
deftroying in Europe the ufe of the Indiai* 
fabrics,, and reducing the importation of meiv 
fchandize from the Eaft; Indies, to materials 
neceflary for fupplying our induftry, tp 
.drugs apd commodities which luxury 
cdnfumes. The commerce of the Indies^ 
.^hich uled to be regarded as infinitely 
piifchkvous to our Induftry, will fopn be* 

como 



poriic ^ftS of ^i^Bri^e* ttf f l*e trade of 

Etl^e^wM^WririurixifH rifcfmiters of 58&I 

people with the meaixs of fiiMiflfei^. ' r,i ^ 

'., '■*♦ The pof telane 'of the ijaft Indies has 

fceeti, for a long fuccefliori of'y&trs, one of 

the? articles of importation of Indian mami* 

fa&ures, which carried away fnoft monejr 

froth Europe ; and the progrefs of our ii£ 

3uftry, in imitating this article, is fucfrif 

pfip&ut,' that this particular exportation of 

pur inoney is almoft deftroyed ; for the poi> 

iqelane pf China and Japan can no lofrgef 

futtain the competition with thofe of Sax* 

pny," Vienna, Hoechft in the Ele&orafe of 

TMLcviiz, luirfiehburgh, 'Seves, l^uifburg* 

Mtmiqh, Spain, Bareith Anfpaph, Franken* 

$al, Copenhagen, Berlin, Tpurhay, ap4 

Weiep near Arpfterdam. 

' "" The Indian pprcelane had for a long tioie^ 

jhe adyanfage of a roundnefs and proportion 

always equal. We cannot yet find in Eu* 

ppe paftes, which, like thofe of the Indies^ 

prelerye equally well their dimenfions i^ 

i?ie fire? or in wfrich the dimeniiQns given 

to vafes geometrically, refift the a&ion of 

the. fire; but this advantage., , which is. not 

generally" apparent, and which, hefides^ 

<Jraws the attention paly of, cqnnoifleurs* 

$3i\»ot b#ance the fupeflority of tafte, the 

'-■■*'• yariet^r 
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variety of form^, the variety and beauty #£ 
th^e defigns,. apd the painting pf the Euy<jH 
pean pQrcclane. , ; r . 

' " That which has been eftablifhed ana 
fupported by M. the Coynt de Gronsfield, a£ 
Wefep, equals (in fpite of all the qbftactes* 
which the dearnefs of labour, and the little 
fubordination that can be found in a repub4 
lie, oppofed to the eftablifhment) the othfer^ 
in form and tafte, and by virtue of the f iecr^ 
of a fuperior pafte, gives it .a greater wenj^ 
A nation fo induftrious as the Dutch, ought 
to take part, and diftinguifh itfelf in this 
new effort of European induftry, and in ^ 
fort of rnanufa&ure, in which fuccefs re- 
hires great, peconomy, and a tafte very .ye- 
ffned in defigii and form. ?l 

4i The mannfa&ure of porcelane at Weiepy 
^rhich is already known, is come to produce 
Its Vorks in public, by the eftablifhment r of 
a/magazine at the Hague, with, all the ad- 
vantages of richneis, and of abundance in 
the aflbrtments. But if it is fuperior in the 
wVi'te,* and the pafte, to all other manuf«K> 
til res, if it has alfb the advantage of fuppprf-* 
irig'the fire without experiencing the fame| 
alteration as the other European manufac- 
tures, we muft not diffemble that it has a 
<te£e&, with which all manufactures of por- 
/■'■" " celana 
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<fdaW ofe reproach^di which^is the irteqtig^ 
lity of beauty. This impeffedjorf mighjC 
perhaps be regarded with mucjimdiilgence^ 
or be cbrifidered' either as a£, advantage ttf 
tfie public, Becaufe we know there are d&£ 
blifhed 1 in the manufa&ure of Weefp different 
prices, proportioned to the degrees of thij 
ltifiperfeftidn. In general, ail magazines o# 
the merchandize of luxury ought to bfe fcrtrr 
^d;~riot billy into different kinds, but alio ia 
ffre" different qualities, atid the different pricesf 
in the lame kinds, for equally anfwerii)g the 
i afte and the abilities of purchafers. Henc& 
the impoffibility, 1 at prefent, found \n all 
manufa&ures of porcelane, of producing, 
only' what is perfeft. The public has now. 
the power of purchafing pieces, of the iante" 
form and tafte, and for which a low price i$ t 
an equivalent for the defeats; befides, th'ele 
defe&s make little impreflion on a great 
number buyers, who rather feek cheapnds. 
than perfe&ion ; and it is, the faje of',thefc T 
pieces, which are not of the'.firft beauty ^ 
that Supports all the porcelane manufactures, 
Thofe who would pique thethfelves on pro- 
ducing nothirfg ; but what was perfect, hy 
vlgoroufly breaking every piece, that had^ 
any defeft. as was the cafe heretofore in tfia' 

manufacture 
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46 Caipphire, vcrniilHoa^ l^imftone, bor^^t 
ffcurp, ptfch> tofit^ Ipernn^c^ti,. &lt, and- fi$* 
gar^ and the refining all theie, employ,^?^ 
|tauds 4 and fiirniih . much fpr exportatipRf 
tfyat of fait is of great benefit to ^efepy^ic* 
the Auftrian Netherlands,,. £ the £p^r#,#£ 
Liege, and lome other territories q£ Qgr* 
jpany* The fugar refineries have loft, jnuch 
by the competition o£ thofe that hav<e he&ft 
raifed on all fides; but pthprs have Ijeqa 
gained by the progrefs of the cqk>nie$,,#f 
Jperbices, and Surinam, which iurniflijafc 
jrefent thefe Refineries, that ufed to impoxt 
$rpm F^apce. Jt ij an eqxjal matter to the 
reapers, but v$ry different to the republic,, . 
" The whijeuing of wax is alio very valua* 
blq to Holland, for her commerce with 
Sjpain, where J^ie Dutch <:arry much; alio 
t^e ; ftarch manufa&ure* which works w\x<?h 
fax i exportation, 

. V The oil aftd faw-mills^are very rich ob* 
je£ts, although they employ but few hands t 
the home confumption.of oil : pf polefeed, and 
a|{b of planks, is very cpnfiderable. . Thefc 
two articles furnifli alfo a,,very great exppr* 
tejion. . Holland produces ; but little cole,- 
feqd, hut draws much from Brabant, and 
&pm Flanders* The planks of oak, which 

the 
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tfce 'Duwfe d&Wftd^th^ 
Rhine, are a branch of very iMi^tottiihtKii 
With France, ; wh^' tftef ' aW ,; «ttIlfedr the 
woods of Hollands,' from frttking the whoii 
fcbitfumptkms thfcr Dutch uftf ih 1 theit 
houfes, atad in all their wbricV of wbod, oitly 
plkftks of ptue atid fir, becaufe their varriifl* 
ahd extreme nearnete prefenre them fbfa long 
time found. 

*' But the m&tiufa&ure of all others th& 
ttitfft important, thd tnoft ejttteAfivfe', the ihdli 
iich, and the moft heteffary, is'the Wnftttaei 
ifonof IMps. The timber yard$ df ttib A<& 
miraky, and the Company of the Indies, a& 
Imtnenfe, but they are not cotaparab& Z& 
ihofe of t*te village <tt Sardam, wfcith Petit 
the Great chofe 4 as thaflrift fchboHii Europe 
for the cbnftniaion *if Al! &&$ fcf naval 
fimfdingst and where he retftkinfeil a krrigj 
iijfte unknown, in the quality ! df 'i ftifipte 
tvbtktntfi, for the inftruaiort bf hirtifetfj 
and for raifinga marine in hh *aft Empi^i 
The works of this pillage ate fucfr, £hat it 
has r beeii (aid^ thai 1 *£ the ifnp-buiMers havi 
tftVee' mohthrs notice, they Would etigxgz t& 
HmWh a min of war eyer/day. 1 "The ite£ 
ptiblic pays fo&igners for Ji aiI :: the m&teriati 
of this' immehie coh'ffru^ticfiiV/'W : tt>rh- 
m&csisr^efo ableto : ma£e th'6 *x$ferice^e* 
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turn to the State, both* of "'thole raW ; fi6faf& 
rials,- and alio of the worktaanlhtp, by EOetf/s 
of freight, which is the firft bale of alt tfite 
commerce of the republic, and the branch 
the moft cxteniive, and the moft rich.- 'Af- 
ter having determined the fize, the. burthen, 
and the form of a fhip, according as'tHfc 
branch of commerce requires for which it 
is deftincd, there ought to be an extreiiie : 'at- 
tention to the goodnefs of it, which depend* 
immediately on the ability and the fidelity 
of the builder; alio on the goodnefs of the 
materials, that is to fay, the iron, the wood, 
the cordage, and the fails. 
< " In general, the perfe&iori of all merchant* 
men confifts in being of a great burthen, and 
the ability of navigating with theleaft expence 
that is polfible : a merchant Ihip ought to fail 
well, to be eafily managed, to carry her fails 
well, to have eafy movements, to contain 
iftuch merchandize, and ought not to re- 
quire a too numerous crew. But it is not 
eafy to fee a Ihip with all thefe qualities. It 
is. much more difficult ftill, to find a method 
of conftru&ion capable of giving them all. 
The defefts, even the eflential defedts, efcape 
tfee view. The eye is deceitful, fays M. du 
Hamel, and there is fuch little difference 
between a goodfhip and a midKng one, that 

it 
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it happens ibraetitnes, when two fhips are 
upon the ffcocks, that to which we give the 
preference is found much inferior' to the 
other which ,we look upon with a kind of 
contempt. In fefFeft, how can the eye judge 
accurately, if the keel be proportioned to the 
freight of an armed Ihip ? How -can the Am- 
ple infpedtion tell us, if the fize of* the head 
and ftern are proportioned to -the weight 
which each of thofe parts ought to carry?, If 
neverthelefs this proportion is not. well oU* 
letved, fhe finks too much either : behind ot 
before ; and if this fault is corrected by the? 
ballaft, &c. the movements will be rough,? 
and will wear the mailing. How habituated 
muft we be to fee in fhips, adds M.' du Ha*: 
mel, where preciiely.to affign the pofition; 
of the centre of gravity, the true curve- of 
the water lines, &c ? It is neverthelefs from, 
all thefe, and many other things, that are 
difficult to be perceived, on which depend 
the good or bad qualities of fhips : they may 
make them wanting in every particular, or 
poflefTed of every good quality we can de- 
fire. 

" They approach, in the Dutch conftruc-/ 
tion, to the exa&nefs of all thefe points of 
knowledge, as far as they can be permitted 
by the nature of the commence of Holland, m 

Vol. I. R and 
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and by her ports- They particularly excel 
ia the management and lightnefs of the; 
manoeuvres, which give a great advantage in- 
the market, and alfo for the fecurity of na* 
vigation. i 

" It is neverthelefs to be wiflied, that they- 
adopted in Holland the cuftom of the En- 
glifh, who have obliged their ihip-btiilders 
to prefent their plans of conftru&ion to the 
Admiralty, for obtaining their approbation* 
A cuftom lb wife, to which the Engliflx owGt 
the general advantage of their conftru&ion^ 
would perhaps immediately carry in Hoi* 
land the art of conftru&ing fhips to the> 
trioft high degree of perfe&ion, and give 
great advantages to commerce, and in the 
ifcfult, be of infinite good to human nature. ' 
' It is rtiuchlefs difficult to make choice of 
good materials. The fame fpecies of wood, 
of different degrees of goodnefs, follows i& 
Courfe. In general, the timber of the South 
is better than that of the North, and thofe 
which grow upon the mountains are fuperior 
to fuch as are upon the' lower grounds. 
Different foils, different expofitions and age; 
give different qualities ; timber decayed, da*; 
maged, or too old, are bad for fhip building. 
M. de Buffon has made an infinity of expe- 
riments for -difcovering - the fttengtfr of 

•■ " - . wood: 
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Wbod : Thfet of **hev b touches* -apd the fum- 
mit of the trunk bf atrea.isth^vWBakeft^aU 
young timber is weaker; than that more.adU 
vanced in age t wood, which iseiaftie, refifts 
more than that which is not : of timber on 
the* Fame land, that which grows the -quickeft 
is the ftrongeft, and that whicLgrOws flow* 
lyV-hhd of i which the aanual circles are thhi f 
is ; the< weakefh You may eafily . ^eckonf 
•upofc* the ,• tranfrerfe , cut of the trunk, ,tli6 
pombtr pf anpuai citcles, which are di£ 
tindtiy feparated one fron* aijKrther v and 
Ts^bksh increafe in the- tree every year* M* 
del :Bufibn , has found, that the, itrength of 
wood ts {proportioned to its weight j a piec^ 
that is heavier than another of the fame 
length and fize, will :be found ftroqjgej; for 
the femie reaibn. We might, pur&antj t<> 
this obfervation,* compare the force of.-tha 
woodof different countries and different foils. 
Jiiis- above all in the curbs,* where the 
ftlreiigth cannot be too great, for rendering 
thdeonftrudion fblid, as they ferve to foften 
together the whole flnp, •■■. An application of 
MgJBtiffon's obfervation. might feere be very - 

c ^i 4 ^Sbfii iron fliouldbetcholen* It is. par- 
ticularly important* that -the iroa flf ♦ the pin$ 
ibouftJjnewtor br«ki''.»^Qod r buitddr will, ufe 
:k'C' R 2 none 
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none but what he has proved. We do not 
at prefent know any iron that has more good 
qualities for the ufe of the marine than that 
of Spain and Sweden. Although great per- 
fe<£tion has been given to the furnaces of 
France and Germany, yet the Spanifh ancj 
Swedifh iron always has the preference. 

" An immenfe quantity of cordage is ufed 
In rigging a (hip : they diftinguifh particu- 
larly that which is made from the hemp of 
Koningfburg, and Mufcovy. The firft i? 
efttmated at Amfterdam at twenty per cent.' 
better. That ' of Riga is inferior to that of 
Kbningfburg by four per cent. The fail 
cloth of Brfctagne, particularly that known 
imder the name of royales, has been a long 
time reputed as the beft for making fails ; 
but they manufa&ure at prefent a good fort 
almoft every where. 

" All thefe points of knowledge are lie* 
ceffary for fuch foreign merchants as build 
fhips in Holland, that proper materials be 
purchafed for the conftru&ion, in the orders 
given to their correfpondents ; alfb to na- 
tional merchants, for their conduct in build- 
ing well, whether on their own account, or 
for that of foreigners, who purchafe them, 
independently of the conftru&ion. Hol- 
land is ajjyayfr the greateft market of Eu- 
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rope for all forts of materials, and of every 
kind of quality, proper for the fervice of the 
marine, and is at the fame time the country 
where they beft know the value of the dif- 
ferent qualities of the material? for fhip 
building. In Holland they build fliips 
of any kind on the accotmt of foreigners ; 
and they make choice of different materials^ 
conformable to the orders which are given 
them, which varies the expences of the 
commiflion, proportioned to the defire of 
thofe who employ them. 

" The manufacture of coloured linens, 
arid printed cottons, has loft prodigioully its 
former advantages. They have been too 
much multiplied In countries where labour 
is at a low price, as in France, Switzerland, 
and the Auftrian Low Countries. This is a 
competition which it is impoflible Holland 
(hould fuftain. 

44 The city of Amfterdam poffefles a ma- 
nufacture, which is fheltered from the effects 
of competition, at leaft, (he has only that of 
London to fear, who, to the preient time* 
has been very weak in it; and that of Anvers 
and Paris is fcarce any thing* : it is the cut- 
ting of diamonds. Amfterdam is the on3y 
city that pofleffes, in a very high degree of 
perfe&ion, this art ; *n"d" alio that of is- 

R3 



246 TRAVELS THROUGH 

ducing into fftiall diamrorids thofe large ooet 
that are degraded by black fpots and flaws', 
This art is fiipported by the merchants of Am- 
fterdam, in giving much into the commence 
of rough diamonds, both in the Eaft Iridieil 
and Brafil ; by which they fix the art ankH^ 
them at the firft hand; in Europe ; for indth 
pendently of the diamonds, which the fltijpfe 
of the Eaft India company bring frora tftfe 
Indies, we alio fee, at fales in Amfterdaoa^ 
the rough ones that pome from London, ioid 
from Lifbon ; therefore, if the commerce 
maintains awd nourishes the art, it, in its 
turn, fuftains the commerpe, becaufe if ijoia 
^vould buy rough diamonds any where but 
at Amfterdam, you will be under the necei- 
fity of fending them to Amfterdam to be 
jcut ; on her fide, the commerce has not 
much to fear from the defection of the work- 
men, who could not find work elfewhere. 
Thistr^de is every year an objeft of many , 
millions of florins ; and in this commerce, 
there goes in labour more than fix florins a 
par rat. It is the fame with rubies j but cat* 
£ing them is infinitely eafier, becaule they 
do nQt require the ufe of a mill, nor that of 
file powder of diamonds, with which they 
piake grmdftones. It is befidcs a branch 
of induftry .and- commerce very; limited*-. for 
^ \ the 
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the rubies, which 'deferve attention,, are very 

"The manijfa&ures,. dpeci&By thofe/tjrf 
a. great luxury, to which, the. oeconomy of 
the Dutch will permit only 3, weak fale ^at 
laame, ought to fubmit to the decline, 
Which we have obferved. ^ Three caufes 
have concurred to reduce them to this ftatej 
the progrefs of induftry among other nar 
tioris* the decay of the commerce of Holland, 
and thd debts. of the public, . ..{, 

" Italy, France, Flanders, Holland, and 
JSngland, have been the only induftrious na- 
tions of .Europe, and who have jfi^r a Jpng 
tirtie provided all forts of linens, fluffs pf 
wool and filk, and the productions of an h>- 
ijnity of mim-ufa&ures. Alip&oft all ; t^efe 
fabrics have been fpread through a partuQf 
Germany, in the North, and eveir utfp 
Ruflia. Already Ruffia imports np more in- 
perfine cloths from thofe induftrious nations. 
Denmark has flourishing manufactures £ md 
Sweden does not ceafc to rAdkfi efforts. ji*r 
acquiring them, All nationfe at pfrefent f$ek 
with care, the meana ' g£ ? ; perfe&iftg dje 
known arts, and of extending the limits (of 
their induftry and. their Commerce. There 
^ are neverthelefs ftil! in Eyrope markets for 
rooft maiUife£hir©^jb\kt.attetod^d by a com- 
R 4 petition! 
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petition infinitely increafed ; but tfrif 
market belongs only {if we except fbrne ar~* 
tides of particular manufa&ures) to thofe. 
who can afford to fell at cheap prices* in 
confequence of the low price of their labour. 
<f, This competition neceffarily hurts the 
markets of the manufa&ures which tan 
only be fold at an high price, and muft ia; 
the end infallibly ruin them. This fituatioA 
and competition the manufactures of 
Holland, which are produced at an high 
price of labour, cannot fuftain; and this 
high price has two caufes, which it is ins- 
pqffible to remove, viz. abundance of mo- 
ney, which raifes the price of all provifipns-, 
as well as the price of labour ; and the taxes, 
which, through the neceffity of paying the 
intereft of the public debts, have been ex- 
tended to all things the moft neceffarv to 
life. 

; *« The fcience of commerce has general 
maxims, which agree with all nations; and 
others, which, initead of being falufary in 
certain countries, are deftru&ive. We ought, 
above all things, to raife and animate induf- 
try, and fupport and extend it upon the 
fame principles. But the fituation, climate, 
natural productions* not being the fame in 
#11 countries, induftry ought to be exerted 

upon 



upon different ,i ; pbj£&s. . :...Thft; &&&T?9ti\ 
branches of art* aad the^produ^iqas ofiwrri 
ture* are divided ,tp infinity. ; bvt : all . cannot - 
he. cultivated with the fame fucc^f$ v Alrnoft 
all. lofts of manufa&ures , are - ^i France; ; a$ 
their natural country ; moll of the raw ma- 
m&teripls .abound there;, and by the care of a. 
ggpd ^flmmiftration, the merchants furnilh, 
a£. reaioAiahte prices whatever is .wanted. It. 
is : eafy t.Q. pre&rye all manufactures in a ftate^ 
vrhqre .yait provinces' know no other com-} 
njerce f tjian Jthat .of the culture of the earth 
and manufactures, or where they can carry t 
on no .other.. ; It is this, which. keep? at.adi£ 
tance thetoo great abundanceofmoneyyAyhichj, 
in rendering all the neceflaries of life dear, in- 
fallibly ruins many manufactures by the.<?xqefr 
£ye price of labour. England, fona long tinje, 
enjoyed the fame ady ant ages, when it begap. 
to loofe them by the excetiive amount of the 
figns of wealth, much more steftru&ive than 
real money. The Englifh have made "maivjf 
efforts in vain for flopping the, declenfion of 
their manufactures, . while they left the,e£- 
cefs of' their fictitious money , in e^iftence, 
and the taxes neceflary for fuftaining their 
credit. * The Dutch, without agriculture, 
(becaufe t^iey haye upt land to cultivate) are 
occupied in bank^g, aijtd^he commerce of 
cefonomy of all Europe; and though, in 

pofleffion 
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pbffefllon of all, that is moft rich in the 
commerce of Indoftan> China, and Japan^ 
could prefervc their manufaChitfes but for' a 
moment. They adopted uielefsly the ma&- 
ims and regulations^ which fuftained the 
manufactures of France in a flourishing ftate; 
but the abundaece of money, which theii: 
commerce of oeconomy , their banking, and 
the Indies, brought into their circulation* t 
together with the taxes upon the necefiaries 
of life, could not allow them to pjrefervp ' 
their manufactures, except thofe that are rer - 
quired for the maintenance of their marine, 
or which are fupported by the great internal 
confumption. 

if Bookfelling was heretofore in a flourifli- 
ing ftate v we ftill fee in Holland great for- 
tunes, which have had no other Iburce, but 
this branch' of commerce ; and the editions 
of Elzevir fhew well, that the art of print- 
ing has been carried there to the higheft de- 
gree of perfection. This branch of com- 
merce is at prefent extremely fallen ; it ne- 
verthelefs maintains a great number of print- 
iftg-houfes, principally at Amfterdam, Ley- 
den, and the Hague ; and a foundery of cha- 
racters at Haerlem, which is renowned, and 
merits its reputation. 
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" The fuperiority gained by the book* 
fellers in: France, has infinitely reftrained 
thofe o£ Holland* There are here many 
difadyantages, which will not permit the in- 
duftry dependant on them to flourifh great- 
ly. Paper is dearer than in France ; and the 
Dutch fcookfeJlers have fewer opportunities 
of procuring good manufcripts than the 
French ones. Befides, Holland not being a 
country of confumption for books, the book> 
fellers are obliged to make a part of their, 
commerce by exchanges; they are, at thfe 
fame time, more liable than any others in 
Europe, to receive prejudice from counter- 
feits; a (pedes of robbery which defolates 
their Commerce, and is the more fatal, as 
there is no other means for preventing this 
abufe than the weak refources of the arts of 
commerce ; and yet they pay upon that 
books a duty on exportation and importa- 
tion of four per cent. But the ftate of this, 
branch of commerce demands a total ex- 
emption. 

" Therefource of this trade in Hottmc 
is in the fairs of Leipfick* of which bask 
make the principal riches. It is there tat 
, the editions of Holland find their 
confumption. Leipfick is an immna: 
gazine* of books. All the txxakftlr-^ jt 
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Europe trade, during the fairs, in pferfbiV, 1 
or by commHfion, if we except thofe*'^/ 
prance and England, who, having* at honAe 
a great confhmption, attend little to tH# 
commerce it Leipfick. Bookfellers there 
find (bme times the fale of entire editiohs ; 
they make exchanges, and many fales, for 
which they give credit from one fair to 
another, that is to fay, for fix months. 1 At 
each' fair accounts are fettled, and every.' 
bookfeller opens new accounts to be fettled 
at the fucceeding one. There is perhaps no 
branch of commerce, which is executed in a 
manner lb fimple, fo eafy, arid with fo much! 1 
good faith. . • *'\ 

" The a£tual fituation of commerce and 
the arts in Europe, leave the Republic but 
one means of reftoring her manufactures, dr, 
at leaft, of fupporting a great number; flie 
muft turn her eyes to her colonies in Ame- 
rica ; it is- there that a fale is opened on the 
moft certain, and the happieft grounds, for 
European nations to fupport their induftry. 
The Republic might infinitely multiply the 
confumption of her manufactures in that part 
of the world, by animating their agriculture 
and improvements. They already make a 
very great confiimption ofall forts of linens, ' 
foijlll fluffs, and every particular of drfefs and 

luxury ; 
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luxury ; and it would prove a noble ^ci$tK 
ragement, very juft and n&tu#al* to give in, 
the importation, which is continually *nad$ 
Qfithat clafs of merchandize, the preference 
to tjbofe which are the product of the i?a^ 
tipnal.manufaftures. It appears to be v^ery r 
^afy to enfure fuch a fale, by a prohibitive 
Ia^, which fhould not permit, the introduce 
typn info America of any article of foreigij 
manufaftures, that could poffiblybe furniihpd 
by the nation itfeif. ;.,; : 

, " If fuch a law was made, the obje&of 
yyhich appears lib ufeful, its ptogrefs ought 
not to be interrupted by particular confidera^ 
tions, relpeding the commerce which-. St* 
JLuftatia and Curacao might carry on with 
the coafts of New Spain, or the French 
iffonds. This commerce, , contrary to. the. 
n^wtual laws made between the two nations, 
and their treaties, is unknown to the govern^ 
menjt, and cannot attract, its attention* if i£ 
was propoied as an obftacle to a ufeful regvfc- 
lation, which muft be difcovered and , x&* 
jefted." • . ..-- 

. We fhall finifh this article with the %yil^ 
reflexions of the grand Penfionary de Witt, 
which merit the attention of. the govern- 
ment, much more at prefent jhan ^t the time 
when .his. memoirs, were, publtfhedv >* Na- 

M vigation, 
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44 vigation, the fishery, commerce, and may 
44 nufa&ures, are the four columns of the 
44 ftate, which give fubfiftance to moft of 
44 the people, and draw into the country all 
44 forts of ftrangers : -thejrought neveir to be 
left to languifh, nor burthened with taxes, 
at leaft,: unlefs .the lxeceffity is fo pteffmg 
44 as to be regarded as menacing the country 
4 * with entire ruin. Never mxift we 1 rout 
44 ourielves to carry fuch ftrokes at theronV 
44 dariiental bale of our power, btrtroti tffre 
** contrary, have in view the re-eftablifli-' 
"bug things upon the antient footing. Wc^ 
44 . fhould therefore know how to fuppfeft the 
4 * taxes, when the tempeft has ceafed,* not 
bought they ever to affefr mamifadhjres ; 
44 beCaufe thefe eftablifhmehts are cbmiriofi 
44; among our neighbours, and we are obliged 
44 to draw from abroad moft of the clrogs 
44 and materials which are neceflaiy for their 
fopport." ' 
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c h a p. ix. ; 

Qfjbe Agriculture of Holland. 

jLL the world knows, that bufbandry- 
i$ jiot the great national oj3Je&, in 
IJollaqd,, but trade and manufe&urea. Their 
territory \s very fmall, on companion with, 
thf numbers of their people ; fa that an. ap- 
plication .to the arts and induftry is neceflary 
fq^. ; procuring the inhabitants neceflaries. 
The Quantity of land alfb was originally 
under iiich peculiar circumftances, that the 
wealth, which flowed in from trade and ma* 
mjgfa&ures, could alone render the practice 
of any hufbandry advantageous. The foil 
isjfcf two forts, good and bad; and fb unhap- 
pily iituated was the Dutch, that the former 
was only to be gained and preferred by vaft 
monuments of their induftry, the banks, 
which preferve all the lower and beft l au( j s 
from being overflowed ; for die higher tracts 
of Friielahd, Overyffei, Guelderland, au ^ 
Zutphen, contain ia general a, very g tcat 
proportion of wafte and poor faudy £y ^ 
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This proportion is greater than' commonly 
imagined, and was ft> when the Republic 
was undoubtedly in a more flourifliing fitua- 
tion than at prefent. Davenant tells us, and" 
in all theie matters he is undeniable author 
rity, that in 1688 they had 8,000,006 of 
Englifh acres, which lett with houfts &n# 
hereditaments at 4,ooo,oool. Now this; It ' 
only ten Shillings an acre, houfes induted, 
in a country amazingly full of cities; -anil* 
this muft vaftly reduce that ten (hillings per 
acre, probably to fix {hillings, or at moft ten 
feven (hillings, which is a very extraordi-^ 
nary fa£t, and (hews that the feat of ini- 
menfe wealth, vaft trade, and flourifliingi 
manufactures, though they fecured the fori 
by banks, yet did but little in raifing the va- 
lue of land. It' was fo crowded with inha- 
bitants, that they reckon but 3 T-acrefe* 
per head ; and yet the (oil they inhabited I 
lett at lefs than in England or France at that : 
time ; this is a moft curious fa£t, and well 
deferves the attention of politicians. Nume- - • 
rous writers have infifted on the infinite be* 
nefits arifing to land, from a great trade ahcK 
flourifliing fabrics ; but this of Holland is an ;: 
inftance to (hew, that in all thefe general* 
ideas,. there (hould ever be a great latitude 
for exceptions. Upon the firft dating the 

propofition, 



H O L L A N D. 257 

propdfition, that a country was fo thickly in- 
habited as to reckon lefs than four acres per 
head ; and the people, the moft wealthy in 
Europe, full of trade, arts, and manufactures, 
and infinitely iuduftrious, would not any 
one conclude; that the foil muft lett at very 
high rents ? Certainly this would be the na- 
tural idea : what therefore is the realbn, that 
land is, upon an average, of a low value, un- 
der thefe united circumftances, which fhould 
tend fb powerfully to raife its price ? 

The cafe, I conceive, is this ; land in ge- 
neral is very low rented ; but, in particular 
provinces, which are fulleft of people and 
and riches, it letts as high as any where in 
Europe : the fmall extent of the whole do- 
pqinioa is no objection to this fad ; the peo- 
ple at large are affe&ed by circumftances, 
which have no conne&ion with their inter- 
nal'agriculture. ItJhas always been the po- 
licy of Holland, to have in conftant ftore 
icnmenfe quantities of corn in magazines, 
which they buy when the prices are low at 
Dantzick and London. They import much % 
of the provifions of Ireland, falted beef and 
butter in particular : cheefe comes from va^ 
rious parts ; ahd live cattle, in prodigious 
numbers, from Denmark and Holftein. Add , 
to this, that their fifheries are the moft con- 

Yol. I. S fiderable 
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fiderablein Europe, not only that of whaled, 
which prfcduces nothing -for foody but her-» 
rings, cod, &c. &c. which feed amazirig 
numbers of their people. Importations are 
well known to be fo regular and great, that 
a famine, or even a great fcarcity was nevdr 
known in Holland, though they do not raiie 
a fifth, or perhaps a tenth of ,the com they 
eat ; and in no other country, is the priite 
of wheat fo regular as in this. ■■-.,/ 

Now it rauft be very evident, that all fchefe* 
circumftances cannot but have flrong effe&s 
in lowering the prices of all land produ&sr; 
for every former in Poland and Zealand*/*!* 
a rival to tjiofe of Holland ; no commodity 
railed by the latter, can ever be at a$ thigh 
price, while magazines are ftored i'fifon 
abroad, whenever prices are cheap; and 1 as 
the importations are very great and nuraeli* 
ouSi the products in vAich the Dutch hut 
bandmen are not rivalled, are very -fetor* 
Milk, frefh butter, eggs,, and butchers meat} 
are* the only articles: cheefe, corn of -alt 
forts, fait butter, &c. &e* are all brought 
from abroad. This is the reafbn that the 
rents and value of land in Holland are, on 
an average, fb very low,: but it Will poffibly 
admit of an enquiry, whether they do* not 
carry their importation too far.' If i 1 . be faid 

that 



that land products t tare dear, in -Holland, and' 
therefore tfois: importation is neceflary,: I re- 
ply; that this diarnefs all ariies from high 
excifesyilot aweigg, or a pound of butchers 
m^at, but what pays an excite, and fbme 
things feveraL . This rife of price is not to 
the advantage of the farmers and graziers, 
but f all goes into the pocket of the ftate and 
the -retailer; 

, As to the rich grafs lancls, which I have 
rbenttoned feveraL' times, in the courfe of 
Oiy journey, they are principally in the very 
populous province of Holland, 2iear great 
towtos^'or on the banks of canals ; thefe lett 
atjMgh nates* from ftich of their produ&ions 
(bllihg at>very high prices as cannot be ri- 
vafcfed frotrt abroad, or any where eife ; and 
forhe of them are of fiich great natural fer- 
tility, rfiat it is alone a fufficient caufe. 

And h€te I fhould further remark, that 
whatever receives mdft encouragement from 
thedftate, isfure moft to profper, (trade be* 
ihg the great objeft in Holland) manufac- 
tures are greatly attended to, thefe have con- 
sequently profpered ; but as to agriculture, ' 
and. a landed -ihtereft* they make it totally 
fobmit and be fubfervient to every other; 
for the importation of corn, and other pro- 
vifions, i$ ruinous to the farmer, but is not 
S 2 regarded 
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i*d^arded ,r lrere, ! becaufe an'lfcbjeflt af!<romw 
lAerce. This » condufl:; • I miifb 6bferv?&J o i$^ 
Upon the whole, fuitabte to th^fituation and 
interefts of the Republic; Nature,' and>& for* 
tune almoft as rugged, has crammed tttem 
itito a negle&ed marfh, which nothing but 
atr induftry like theirs could make th^hfc* 
bitation of an independent nation. hjB&ch 
ti lbite, trade and navigation, fiflieriesy^and 
imnufo&ures; could only fupport thein^ 
and particularly affift their firft naval eatpedi* 
tions againft their old matters the Spaniifdik 
Vheffe, therefote, they wifely engaged in witfy 
all their fltength and ardour ; but as to^agril 
dulture,'of wfoit benefit could it ptindp&ttj 
ftb to a nafidn, 1 that had not -land eadtig-httfr 
render themfelVes thereby independent ?->?Nfo- 
jcefli ty drove the Hollanders to trade ;^ but 
had a genius more extenfive than tjiat <&£ 
frjteurgus, or of Montefijuieu, diftated 1 to 
^hern a choice, without recurring to'ttecfe£ 
mf 9 it would have been what neceffity \dtd^6 
,t5h'erh to. Induftry will ever make the 
greiteft figure in thofe ungrateful (pots that 
'.deny every thing to idlenefs : a numerals 
people, in fuch fituations, miift either be- in- 
duftrious or ftarve : this is a principal'of ac- 
tion fuperior to every thing. 1 In a word, 
agriculture has been fb little thought of, or 

attended 
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attended to„i<that the value which fome 
tracks of kaft m } Holland hays arrived at, 
has been owingi merely to th$ ^ffefts of that 
wealth which commerce has? poured hu 
;■■■« The great fucqefe of the Dutch in trade, 
has let fuch art example to the: other nations 
of Europe that all are equally eager in co- 
pying her ; but herein there appears too 
great a negleft of thofe eflenttal difHn&ions, 
which are often found between different 
countries. France, England, , Sweden, and 
Ruflia, have very confiderable. territories, .pf 
property in land, confequsntly^they ought 
to^pay a much greater atteitfipp . to agricul- 
ture tfow this .Republic, whoiejand is con;- 
tenfrgfcibile compared with theirs.;, but alj 
thdfef pdwers, particularly France . a»{i Eng r 
laiid, have imitated the Dutch {q yearly, ^ 
to aaegledt their agriculture, and in mo^t 
enfes-facrificed it to the interefts of theif 
Commerce. This has certainly, been very* 
£*lfet politics: for that condudt, which necelf 
fity and wifdom made expedient and benefi- 
cial tO:.a territory of only eight millions of 
.acres* might iurely be very improper to "a 
dominion of eighty or an hundred millions r t 
Had the Dutch given ever fuch attention to 
the improvement of their lands, they would 
never, by ^eir ;i jafliftance, have become a 
.■-v S3 . ' great 
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great and powerful nation, nor even an in- 
dependent one ; but this is 'quite anothef 
matter with nations rich in extentive ter* 
ritory. . ■ v,« 

An Englifii writer of great reputation, Sit 
W. Petty, published a book in King Charles 
the Second's reign, which was at the perioji 
of the height of the Dutch power, and the . 
purport of which was, to exhibit them as aqt 
example to his countrymen; attempting;^ 
prove, that the only way to grow great and 
formidable, was to be all merchants ■ an4 
lailors ; that a landed territory was; of uo uffc 
unlefs full of people; that Ireland, Scotland* 
and Wales, fhould, if it was pra&icable^bp 
funk' in the ocean, after cjneentring all tke 
inhabitants in England; all which, fenti- 
ments, and many others of the fame fprt, 
were a mere paraphrafe on the fortune of 
this Republic; but* nothing could be moce 
erroneous than fuch a fyftcm, than volun- 
tarily choofing a fituation, which neceflity 
threw the Hollanders into : the wife Dutch- 
men, had they inherited fuch kingdoms as - 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, would not . 
have purfued the fame politics they pra&ifed 
in the marfhes of the Netherlands. 

For thefe reafons, the- great landed king- 
doms of Europe feem not fully to know their 

own 



own iotereft&*< when* they fate.^osager \i\. the 
purfuijt of ^ti^dci and commerce* a&d jqaami;* 
fadtures fox exportation, as tofactifice tire at- 
tentipn to,^ and advancement of agriculture* 
It is the qrr$r of ihprt-fightedpoiii;ician3> to 
cairy their ,itteafores too f«u* : great power atfd 
great wealth, in union, may do wonders* btft 
there is more merit and more genius in pro? 
perly difcriminating obje&s, and in dividing 
the attention among them, in proportion to 
their refpe&ive. improvements, than in boldly 
determining to create. The employments 
vof a people fliould always depend on the ter- 
ifitory they inhabit, and the nature of their 
purfiuts. £bould % be taken from the climate 
and-fituation. Induftry may certainly be as 
active, and. carry a nation to as high a pitch 
of power and wealth, when pufhed on upoa 
thefe natural principles, as it is poifible to 
arrive at from oppofing nature, or . from 
a boundleis deiire of rendering every thing 
artificial. Need I obferve* that the wealth 
and pdwer, which flow from the one* can 
hardly fail of bding as permanent las the cii> 
cumftanceaof the age will allow, while thofe 
of the other muft, in their nature, be preca- 
rious and fliort-lived. But to return : 

In th© agriculture: of, Holland, the rich- 
ncfs of their paftures is to be aoted, and the 

S 4 great 
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great attsiick>it>tthey give tothd management 
<tf!ttueir battler;*, thefe are particulars I have 
often, mentioned. They arttvdiy fond of the 
culture of tobacco, and diat of madder; 
fcpon which it is to be obferved, that as the 
hufbandmen are rivalled, in the manner I 
have juft fet forth, whenever they raife th* 
neceflaries of life, it is not to be wondered 
Ui that they fhould find thofe articles le(s 
advantageous than thofe of tobacco and mad-* 
der : their only defign in cultivation, is to 
j-aife as much money from a given quantity 
of. land as pcilible ; and the ftate takes no 
^ccpunt qf providing food at home for their 
numerous fubje#s, ib that a man may cul- 
tivate 5vhat : .he pleafes; thefe are beneficial 
t'e them, but madder, in particular, they 
raife not only enough for their own home 
^paifumption, which in their linen and cot- 
WP manufactures is a vaft quantity, but: alio 
.toe* -the manufactures of the fame ibrt 
throughout England ; but at Marfeillqs, 
tbey $re rivalled by the madder imported 
from Turkey. 

A) Refpe£ting the wafte lands of Holland, 
plid other parts of their hu(bafcdry, I have 
given feveral minutes, that will tend much 
tp, explain them ; but the following paflage, 
from a late writer publifhed 1 at Amfterdam, 

deferves 
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<kriGeOT€p. itraaafk^ pro* 

vincfcsj paartkoteadj thefeioflGjudkkriand, the 
marfbefe'. of ^Boiflediro^i ind.ltbe>i Barony of 
Bredity pre&nti: lihel >obferve$K (kith iburfcore 
ledgues of wbftec khd^cfentireljrifui&eptible of 
d good impravemeiit;' aud eultmre* and of 
wlricfa the^ breafcit^ -tip. wonld 4>fc attended 
ivithi > the greateil fuccefs, , if it was under- 
taken, and fupported by the government on 
pbdpeiv princijflcB i this would be giving to 
the Republic ?the value of a hew province* 
^flhfe detail, in: which we artf'abcltoftto enteri 
authorises W to confider this<$hje&, a$ otie 
o^^the moft interefting t6- tha ( ifthte, upon 
^fchich ajauch* depends the proiperity of po- 
)ptildtioft: : and commerce, andis'themoft wor- 
. thjri the i attention and the care 1 6f*adminif- 

-io$'i>11hefe wafte lands produe'e^m many 
^pifac^i herbage in abundance, arid particularly 
brbomii There are fome fmall parts broken 
#pf (within tfaefe 10, 15, or 20 years, equal at 
Iprdeqt in goodnefs to the neighbouring lands 
that have been long cultivated. The com- 
jtoori-jWochi&ions. df the improved lands 
are* Wbod, oaky rye, oats, and Saracen wheat; 
and th6« cultivators obferve, that five or fix 
ywi* of €ttlmrb<are neceflfary to make thefe 
jaew laiidsicquali to the old ones in culture. 

All 
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All.fhfti aaeigfobcrtiring • lands; ithat ihave been 
long culliVidrcdy are Very, light; and fandy^ 
and* of* the feme nature i as >thofe that are 
wafler they produce very fine rye, bariey, 
oatSy Saracen Corn, clover^ potatoes, carrots, 
turnips, and fpurry grals. The culture 6f 
this laft i$ thoroughly known- only in a part 
o£i Brabant, named Campine, in the : three 
Guelders, and the Duchy of Cleves; -"(to! 
Cleves, they cut this herb, and dry it on their 
vine props ; and it thus makes the beft hay 
that is given to beafts. •'.;»'"' 

44 The ufe which might be made of Ihis 
plant demands &h obfervation : it is a lpecibst 
of the white pimpernel ; it throws out mfcny 
tbalks to the height of about a foot. BcU 
tanifts, who throw it under the title of Sper* 
giila, have obierved, that it inereafes in the* 
teids', corn,, and grafs, principally in Flftft- 
dera and in England ; that cows give mufch 
jfttilk when fed on it ; and that it contains' la 
moderate quantity of an eflential fait and oil* 
In tfofc^Campiine, the three Guelders and 
Gtev*es,'they low the fpufry immediately af- 
ter the crop of corn. This herb, which is 
very -fine' and delicate, incfeafes rapidly, and 
gives a Very fat pafturage for cows, whothey 
tie to ilakes in itj 1 and it lafts them three 
months. They afiert, thftt this ;plant, whole 

verdure 
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Verdure is likothat offlaxjirftKidmeittpy xfcfcil* 
orates the land';; ait kaft, it is ffro&glry.averredi 
that it does not exhattft it, as they have con* 
ftatitly.iuGueldersfowncomon thefameJmd 
after it. It is ta this. herb, that they attribute 
the abundance and good quality of the buttef 
of Campine : it is. alio, during the growth of 
this plant, that the butter of Guelders is the 
beft of all Holland. Perhaps* much; greate* 
advantages might be drawn from this plants 
which yields £b quickly an excellent pa& 
turage, if it was better known. -■ Thejr 
might introduce it in the manner of the ar- 
tificial grafles upon the wafte lands,' or, is 
permanent pafture, it might be very ufeful. 
But at prelent, they leave this pafture, fcifu 
ter the crop, only till the end of Oftober or 
the beginning of November, which is thp 
time when they plough their lands for fbwittgf 
rye or other, grain. They might afturfe 
themfelves, by obfervation and experience! of 
greater advantages from this artificial pafture^ 
which perhaps is not of fo fhort duration j 
were not the cultivators ignorant or indolent,) 
" Judgment may be made of the fuccefs^ 
which 'might reafbnably b& expected from 
well managed improvements of wafte land? 
by the example of the method of culture 
which is.pra$rfed on : the neighbouring 

lands; 



l^nd? j , by tfflb&rvfeg ithe iwlfeiier, an >*tfhich 
tfee iptka$tai$s ^f ,yil]ag$$^ i Ifche >n>oft/ accufi 
t$*»£d ta^btftkAhQia up*, mirage from tinfe 
$o ^^ivwejthei^rptvtiotK/rattd : ,hf\ the* prodac* 
ttpns wincfe? th^ lands of futeh Tillages yields 
that have once • been thxis broken up^ ! v^JJhe 
lamls which a*e|>erf e&ly cultivated , arc toev^f 
&iJo*ved> They fow fpurry ot . turnips, and 
a£tgr gathering the produ&, throw in ccwii 
tb§ begiinbg of November. / The i»atoa><* 
fjigy > eoafdoy, on tht& land* is the. duttg » of 
cp,ws, tprjf . •# ffeq$, a«d the ; ftnrf , iw.hick* : they 
^yjt upon- ; the rt G^mptjs,; wtfkuwhati, they 

j^n^rsiisiOPt 4^*n#jch efi^qa* it ha&?jb*ti^ 
n^gderate. effe^^rpro being: jfQrtiUipFep^d^ 
^ere are few examples of fQth bftd,cuhnfcife 
q%, thatfgivqUL to moft pf ^efej^ulitivajBi 
lyxfe. >. Th$y plough only -oftsE?; half la.fopft 
^pi, then they pafs ovetfehe. lm& .tfcw t&> 
JfftUii 1 -lig^bt- 'harrow ; and to .this they. h^n4 
tjap pjreparatipp of f the earthy for jsceiving $h? 
%dj9f fye, barley, or oats, .&c. ;oThey fow n& 
jy^9^t,.beoaufe, they fay^th^ir^lands are.zipt, 
$jpng enough for it. Thqfls ^S:however #q 
dq^bt, but that thefe JhqfyandiQQn do ; npt 
gijv^ the tillage, dunging, jmd.pther : preparer 
t4#i}£, which gre requifite.for^wheat., ; Thpr$ 
^5^ome.cautj>n§, whete the lords of the jna- 
,i nora 



itori dot fow w&tttt. :t Thefe difrtiotg* ve more 
thairtWO plau^ik^g3 f ^ thdr tetidfiV ' Snd by 
t his; fmgfe jft^pwarioti <*!& tocWb,* get them 
intxitaibetter ftateicbfrn theOfhprdi ^Bittshej* 
fhbuvfeives contain, that even* t&is «ukurfe| 
iriiperfedb as it is, is too expenfiv^ : this com^ 
plaint is owing to a want of good markets. 4 
ha**. The wafte lands are generally of the 
fiwae quality as thofe that are eul<ilvate!& 
Both hav6 a depth of three or feur>tfefc£* ge* 
tierfcilyagfey farid or a black <miy€fyft 9 mdlft 
To the tou<?h, and mixed wkfcf r mould : riiK 
turb alone makes a diflerenete. "They hire 
fifeithtr 1 day nor marie, ualefs 'perhaps tfrey 
fii&Ht at a very great depthV but they -fi#a, 
^kyey loam irt^ fbme placed at- tKree feet 
aii& tin half. • The woods are <Jak, fir, eij&i 
feftti ift ibme places beech, all i^hich 5 a^e 
Ifoshd in the lands improved. Th£ meth«#i 
ttft improving, followed at prefertt by'3€h\i 
ksighbouring inhabitants, confift ii* railing 
*lift Surf, which they carry home, either for 
tyurtting or converting into manure, and af- 
towards ploughing the land- They liriiit 
thentfelves to one ploughing, whether for 
fowing com or wood; in the laft cafe, they 
leave it : for eighteen or twenty yearsi at that 
age they <leftitoy it* and break it up anew, 
when they find it c6nfiderably ameliorated. 

It 
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itfb*iiu^tfaat.ltJiey! treat, from time to time, 
£ym IbaW pKNrtioiiS:o£,th^fefM3i{i ivafte coun-> 
fti§& rJJjr this manner *>f breaking them up, 
a*tfjby she.cuftftm of limiting, their : • culture 
to one fiiigle ploughing, the improved lands 
lki;not become equal to the cultivated ones, 
tUl kept in.acourfeof management for five or 
fix? years ; the reafon, without doubt is, that 
they, do not givathe tillage in one year ne- 
€«flary - for <ioing the bufinefs • with effedt, 
Tfhey know not the uie bf lucerne, nor that 
to£ fainfoine r but only that of clover, which 
fuceeeds in fomfej cantons. It is certain, that 
this land ttofifk fee naturally very fertile,, by 
giving its product after aa Improvement lb 
lightly made, after a fingle ploughing, and fb 
little dung* If We only confult the prin- 
ciples, which tl>3 theory of the art of agri- 
culture presents [ us-, for following rigoroufly 
k« thepradice, we fhall become tempted on 
the firft - infpe&ion of the land, to negleft 
|ty because that theory regards the clafs of 
iaadyv foils as aknoft fterile ; but the fand, 
ithich predominates here, is, not the flying 
brirning fand that devours the feed commit- 
ted to it, and renders ufelefsall the efforts of 
thefar-mer, or fueh, that if it yields at length 
te ! induftry, it is not till after a multiplicity 
of : manures and much expeuce ; the fand 

■<: of 
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«£*liewafte* lands .is tete'tftrf'4lfci«4fc that 
which ^edotokiates- J in the< fegfti rieighbdur*. 
ing fend* uii^ep^gobd culture^ chy -to (peak, 
buffer, the Wa#e laife ?&<* the 1 land*; culti- 
Elated in the eavifttis to a gre«t distance, are 
all the fame. Nothing 1 but ■■ cultivation 
makes the difference; for in all, the (and 
predominates alrooft equally. The produc- 
tions which the improved tand$igive,=by the 
affiftance only of one ptoughing f i(eeinj to 
authorize us to believe tH*cfc fufoeptible of 
as* great fertility as the bAft-kwcter around 
thefe villages. We .have other^proqfe, that 
ail the wafte lands do at 1 leaft approach, them 
in the principles of fertility^ > which they 
cbiktain, and are nearly equal in the compare 
rHon Math other lands, cultivated in the 
neighbourhood of the towns. . .; ; ■ 

/!** The experience of wells, made in -the 
Wade lands in different diftri&s, turn* t5ut 
file fame as in fertile foils. But we are not 
limited to this fingle experiment for ftating 
the fertility of this great extent of country : 
an improvement of fuch importance will 
not permit us to negle& any proofs of the 
fuccefs which ought to attend it, if we can 
imderftand them. It is always an encourage- 
ment which prefents itfelf to individuals, 
who, by their filiation and their fortune* are 

in 
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in a ftatetof tondartaking &&16* parts, k is 
well known, that we may aflur^ ourfelves' of 
the principles,ofi> fertility, contained in thefei 
fells*, by a view of them in a lye, and alfoby 
calcination, and by compering them WitfaT 
the lands, of whofe fertility we > are afluted 
by the fruits yielded every day. » - 

i.. " We have tried this proof of wafte land, 
taken from a heath, and the fame quantity of 
fell cultivated by the fide of that heath, and* 
«if .the ianae depth* The heath furnifhed^ 
only a poor pafturage ; and its foil contained 
nothing hut &nd. This fand. : isi black, 
nsLodft, and iiumid to the touchy mixed 
with earth, and fimilar to other lands m the 
country that are wafte. We haveribund 
always the fame in the fame fuperficiest 
to more than three feet depth ; where ds -. 
fQund a yellow and gravelly land* r The 
land* by the, fide of it, in culture, is exa&ly.; 
the fame, except only this difference, that =. 
the yellow and gravelly fand is found. at a 
foot ^nd half of depth ; and thitf land, which 
from mfpe&ion appears to be very, bad, pro- 
duces every year a crop of wheat, and one 
of turnips, and with dunging only once in - 
two-years.. . v - 

.** An equal quantity of the cultivated 
/oil, and of the wafte, feparately calcined in a 

violent 
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violent fife, and ieparately- waflied, ^-filtered* 
and cyaporatedfNhave givea eack afmaft 
quantity of calcaneus and falme matter; 
The land cultivated has given a little more 
of the nitrous, fait ^ which it the. natural ef* 
fe& of culture j and \>f what k receives firon* 
manures. . • - ; • : • .> * . 

. ." We have alio, fubmitted to the fame 
procefg^aad made an examination of lands: 
from waftes taken from five different canw 
tons,* far removed from one another, and 
from the depth of two feet, in ipots which ■ 
appeared the leaft ferule, and we have found 
the fame quality of foil as in three and four 
feefcdepth. ? • i ■ * 

, 44 The land from No- i, covered with the- 4 
herb called heath, gave a greater quantity of 
fait of nitre than the reft. 

4 * That from No. 2, although more fandy, • 
and of a greyer colour, yielded the fame, re- 
fult. 

44 That from No. 3 was not fb black, 
fandy, or light as No. 1 and a* but gave* 
more fait, and it crackled . more when 
thrown upon live coals. 

44 The land of No. 4, on which oaks - 
grow ^well, gave a vitriolic and feruginous 
matter, but lefs fait. ' 

Vol. I \ X . . .. , ; ^Ti^at- 
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zt{*^\W>8fulfa*x 3 '•&<&& «»$ljr.itjbe fame 

j-;ifr 4 -::AU flhedfe lands h&tQr given • moiffc H fok 
<fran qtheif &> firft tried* aad are ; gU at uJkaft 
«?jual iiiigQG^i^fs to thpfe ! iQ,,cwlture f .'wbftie 
Jfcftdlity cannot be doubted., . - MT "?o 

'-.> • • 4 ' Although the family, of the gramensis 
^ommonly extremely numejrqus upoa^fbe 
iands, that which infallibly- anno*iftc$s fc&ft- 

tile foil i& not found much here; , the >pi^t 
gained erica by botaqifts, fyiQwn wader s , the 

namo of; heath; ; ic£ms to Ij^ye ralope appfg- 
tpiiate4,alirthtfe M lauds, at -lea&.jt; p^?fi<W5\i- 

.•ji»BB&-.i30!-:tl»p|p*-: ( . v .-. -; j: ^ t ...)v /ir !0 'jvft 
" Eric^ is.a fpecies ofimaM;fh^fo ]^j>^i 
.» throws ^ .xjujit ; #>any ftalks? to >th^ Jbeigl|t ~ef ' a 
iibot or a <foot and an half, hard, *#qo(Jy^afod 
«.qf aired <:oLoin^ brown* or .obfcure,, .gaijnf fli^d 
4^kh fin?U ieayes, rather. harc^aad rftjugfr, 
; £ilt always green. Its roQt is \yopdy, 7 ^d 

pattered in the land. This plant . inpr^f^s 
au waftes and in woods, and contains m^gh 

fait and oil, which is a proof that th^L^d 
: which produces it might eafily be nendered 

.fertile by a good culture.; , . , t ,,,, y 

L - ... " All thefe wafte. Ian4?;,ar e ^ n: S?W^ 
4 ; jight and fandy , a little , mpift., a,nd faff. ,to 
':the touch* A foil of ^tjbis/ nature oanwpt 
, -to?g preferve^ the h.u«ij^i|ty; of rams r »nd the 

i dew, 



dfcW, whttfc'irfe { Ab'fitftidfl^»cWti'lirf the 

nutrition of plants. They Want thbfe J 61ea- 

gihotte particles which hate rmtik influence 

hi All 'fertility i ; ' ITiiefe landfei 4 tecjdite^ dtiii£ 

aftd fchalk* ■■' Sutfh ^fliftarice, ' Jatefii |! toi-- : tlfett 

' of frequent ploughing*, infiires ; fertility, 

Thfefe fluent pldiighings' m#ft ;, he£eflarily 

^fchirti infenfibly % the greateft pa*t bf the 

lattd which is found mixed With fand* 1 as 

; btehig tighter^ If the parts df'thift 1 lands, 

#hich'have been broken up 1 from time to 

titfre; do not equal in goodhefo'the iieiigH- 

bflatiag landa^ after having ; been 'cuhivateid 

five or fix years, it is only bectiixfe khty have 

,'jghteML riverfl but one ploughing a yfear; 

i. i»«Jftsii Evident from fttikiflg^proofe, thiit 

^Ife^f^rtilk/ of thefe lands fe'jrfert, '-and 

^liitfl^appear^from the examination' of the 

•lUltfttfe of the foil, from that of their actual 

^fl&tev and fforti their various produflibns, 

'Mhttf'thah from the methods which have 

'beih tafceri in breaking up and cultivating 

i; tltcmv ; ■'■"■';•■■ \ • 

L ' '' lXi They cultivate ve«y badly almo'ft'-all 
the neighbouring lands to thefe waftes : fbme, 
- b^Catffe the commodities raifed have not a 
qiiifck consumption, the inhabiternts limiting 
J theirculture to the' production of the necel- 
firifes of their ftibfiftance; and others through 

T 2 indolence, 
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indolence^ oc:3 4efe& b their •abilities. The 
inhabitauts d& aiot profit of theifeeiHty with' 
which they might procure pafturage;: in 
abundance, and raife a commerce in cattle, 
which wouldi much enrich them. Inftbad- 
of planting woods, and eftatblifhing artificial 
graces, thsy. give into the de$ru&ive pnac*- 
tice of burning only turft <■ cut from :fthdr 
heaths, . . i ! 

" This cuftom is degenerated into*, an 
enormous abufe; by carrying off turf eon*' 
tinually, they infenfibly convert a great exi 
tent of land to marflu \ There are already 
great tracks flooded in winter. :But this abufe; 
which might . be eafily remedied, is ' nfct> cm i 
obftacleto improvements; the lands if hem- 
felves, which this abufe has already '■ con- 
verted into marfh, might, for the; m&fipari 1 , 
be'turned' to value. ' , ; • •: . ? 

*k There are no bad lands after markets 
affc opened, and a gfeat corifomption fduiidV 
"If- you give this advantage to a foil, you will 
infallibly make the country rich, ! 

^-** : There are bttfctwo principal obje&ions 
«b vanquifh for rendering this great extent 
of country fertile, andprodu&ive of tfeafures,, 
which are' the want of markets, and the- 
abufe of property in thefe vaft waftes, which 
z&'Cbmrhoti* Thefe two bbftacles might 

be 



\ 
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be attacked with ifufccefs^ tbb &se by the fe- 
giflative t authority * < the othdf = -by^a- wife r ' arid ' 
enlightened cUreftioft. : :: ■ ' ; ^ -■..-.■ 
^'It h :eafy*t©!Oj)en to all 'thefe lands * 
road; to ^a great tforifrtfription . Thfeir culture! 
fhould be directed to the maintenance of : as 
greata number of cattle; as poffible, efpeci^ 
ally in all ths diftri&s where the lands are 
at a diftance from cities and navigation. 
Cattle* r tranfport themfelves at a little ex- 
penee to .a great diftance ; the butter and 
cheefe, of which the carriage* is s eafy^ ate 
aj^ng the richeft ! produdtions in Holland; 
an&*hey would fiirnifli a. great interior con- 
fumption, and alio an exportation. The 
immt cnaJGtce of cat.tle is one of the moft pre- 
cious branches of agriculture* and it is very 
eafy to m&k& them thrive in .new improved 
lands, (however moderate they may be fbp* 
po(ed)/with the affiftance of artificial grafles. 
AYp.may join to the keeping cattle, bees 
alicv which coft nothing but a little care„- 
and yield a very great product in almoft all 
the neighbourhood of thefe lands, where 
they are known to be kept ; but it is in all 
thefe. countries %a article of culture, fuf- 
ceptible of much greater perfe&ion than is 
eafy to attain to without the publication of 
• '. T3 ■ inftruftioi|fc 



» 
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instructions, equally fimple and eaiy to be 
followed in pra&ice.* 

46 It is generally underftood at prefent, 
that commons of a great extent are contrary 
to population, and to the progrefs of agri- 
culture. It is neceflary in certain countries 
tt) preferve fome parts of luch pafturage 
common, in order to favour the little far- 
mers in facilitating their multiplication of 
cattle. Thefe proportions of commons 
ought to be reftrained to the farmers ability 
of properly flocking them. Upon fuch a 
iyftem, thefe commons, divided into farms, 
might be occupied by new families, who 

would 



* Tb:s :s a juft cbfervation, and very applicable to 
the wrfte lands ef England, Scotland, and Ireland : bees 
wcu!d prove of moil high advantage, it kept upon a lar^e 
fe*ie, by undcrftanding people ; but here and there a. hive 
it a cottier's is all that is found at prefer* t. The remark 
alfo that cattle fhould be the great object in new xnsprove- 
irenis, is equaSIy judicious ; llnce, by their manure, they 
are the bed fupport of the farmers crops, and at the time 
time are eafily converted to profit of whatever nature the 
country mow J^^t.ife*! v, : the ^J- 

vantage of r "hcrcj^juch 

ufe in ftocfytng t! 
ibis i becauft 1 
coRceripJ 
the. option 
pmuni prion 
found* 




would,* -by their- (culture '*nd- their various 
works, raife a vaft addition; oj£..weaJt£i to tha 

v;.^* Ought fuch a plan to be r Jaid afide.fbr 
any- 'trivial objection,! which men may make, 
authorized by the . indifference with which 
$b$y behold thefe vaft countries wafte ? Moft 
of thofe who know them, agree, that the 
toil equals. in goodnefs that of the beft neigh - 
bouj-ing.ones that are cultivated- We have 
ia i^ffed proofs too ftriking of their fertility, 
and that they want nothing but hands fbr 
etching a multitude of farmers, and the 
,ft{ite- But fay they, we have npt hands fbr 
.the. improvement : all our cultivators are 
employed in our good lands, you muft 
therefore give us men to break them up. 
.... " If the abbeys, too opulent and too nu- 
merous in the Auftrian Proviuces, who hav6 
been enriched alone by the immenfe im- 
provements which they have antiently 
made, had been flopped by the pretended 
want of hands, tl>ey would have remained 
h\ the ftrft indigence of their institution,: 
■ there would have been no inhabitants an tfee' 
country which they have improved, and thfe 
cultivated lands, which they reclaimed from 
del arts, would not have been peopled at this 
The number of cultivator* arc equally 
T 4 : proportioned, 
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^^moge^iii the trioft ^p\gSUs«d^t*i«, 
t&*h&bMent r^jf-th* lan&4*«>tfk&r& *-*TKe 
faimer obje&l&rf^btrid tfc£rdfai;<!f have-i jhtei 
mitedthe^^fting ofTometnilHons df Actfis 
tf^4xiatfh«fir'^v^h ^ our J d^fr hav3 -beeto. 
done in Holland, and in Auftrian and Frettbh 
'•Plandefcsi ; itf -Artois, Picardy^and Poitou, 
<&£. w&rks^ which demand many more 'hands, 
tod greater ^expences than breaking : \ip 
*heath& "" The want of hands* prevented 
-SOfiSdf thefe enterprizes, fo happy an*fc ib 
3ifi£ul ;*arid we may always obferve, th&tthb 
-atdtureiidf -tfc£ other lands' never fufferdd thte 
d&fbdii^titi$hi We might add to thefe 
tramples that 6fj-England^ of * which ;h&if 
-tiieoterritory has-been broken up dnd ;aitfte- 
jlic^ated. fine^ , the end of the: laft century; 
u&ftd .where tfaty prefer the .treafures of t z 
fgood culture- to the miferable interefts of 
iikrtjiienfa commons. It is by this thk 
y^flfc nation has fo confiderably augmented, 
~idfcloQttr days, her natural productions, 
:ij4n^i]her.;: territorial powers They^ haye 
-ftUOken Nuprin England iamds -a&.extenfive as 
. wfe^t we occupy here, and many of a quality 
-S&ych inferior to ours ; and k is principally 
■ jwifch; the affiftance of artificial graffes,/ that 
^ithtaJSngltfo have infured the fiiccefs ofitheir 
. waprowments, and ;whkh,;has-. rendered, 
;. ..(•: even 



th§ nioft liouriijbi.og ia BiirQpe.irr^f wsroan- 
ji$|h£j£riraputMfe? 4^^£iS$fcJ*& tQrthfc 
$u$ity; ctf-,the4a^ 
j^nably, attribute, at ,to ti*f(YWaat"ilof.-:ft^U 

, iuff.lt is cert^ia i!f th*t $he ; iwft«couat4:}^r|'tf. 

m^in wsfte ? wfeen in want of, Jabouarei*, jutf! 

that the leaft fertile become -abundantly jiek 

tyaaaffiduoi^r labour; but; irt the onetapd 

tfre other caft, # is not in the want or mti&r 

her of labourers that we^muft 4efek rthe rookie 

.of iierility or. abundance. -... 5fi(^e ihall ^bto- 

tainly find the cauiie ofjfterili^reii^iii^thb 

rexcefs of taxes, or in a want o£r!a mairkctsfor 

%fci$;produ&ions of the eartbu; c\ &he tralthfe- 

;t*ro abandons his -profeffioiif ivhfcn h&xten&tit 

^procure a commodious fubfiftfahc©;; and fchat 

ihe^can never* find, when taxes odfcrou* "the 

ifraits of hia labour, or carry » off more than 

; bi$- fuperfluity ? nor when he camlet tinjby 

. tjjre.fr uitsc-f his labour by an e#i$r faie of fois 

produfta, to procure thole commodities *he 

iwanta for >his comfortable fubfiftance;^ A !T#ie 

\ farmer, who is forced to ky up thfc 'ffwts 

\ fehich he camadft&ll, will be unable ttfp»- 

- cure himfelf xlbaths; &ci attdlis foircferfvto 

abandon a»fertif<r country^ to ga£i£?whigre 

for the neceflariesvof life; Jf isthk tvjhlth 

renders 
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jgfmideES defaajtfxrertaihiCQunpiss^M^iere ifr;i$ 
ftfficient oaly/tofcratch thel^srtla, in ardor 
to< J obtain r chips.' in abundattte; -But if.ia 
H&rket .is opened in fuch a country * and 
eiifompted froiii taxes, it is ptiefently covered 
cultivators. For it is with agriculture as witk 
witkimanufa£tures, confurnption is the firft 
and caoft eftential encouragement. Indufhy 
then brings every thing to profit, becaufe 
there i& an intereft in engaging. Men mill* 
tipiy like the. productions of the earth, an 
proportion to the advantages and relbur#s& 
wfech:thcy.fiad in their labours. • .; ■„: 

.nfi^'TheneigJibouring farmers to the wafte 
&»& .complain* generally of the Ivanti^f 
( 4bngSr and i that it they are obliged to hav& m r 
1 ,?9Hjie ; to the turfs from the ;heaths,£o ; an- 
swer the purpqfq, but which yields a manure 
©if ft very moderate virtue- It is the : oniy 
ufotfoa which makes them reftrain their c.$l- 
ifctore to a fmall quantity of land $ and -neglftSt 
improvements.- For moft of them agree., 
ftibuat their heaths broken up would be as fer- 
tile] as their beft lands, if they were able, to 
.jdbng them. This is the only . obiUele 
h&hich oppofes itfelf to improvements.. 
.</:. 6t The ufe of artificial, grafles , would, in 
its confequences, infallibly remove this oh- 
ftacle, if. they were . introduced upon jthefe 

lands, 
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lands, wihich. might. safilyr/be jdoruer iiy , giving 
thfem an example 1 of tfaiaJiulfcaridryj;: Iiiikft 
this cotontry ythsty ^ know jio<pthEr»:fbit but 
fpurry; and in a» few parts: jclover. Wc 
have found* (thqt ipurry is limited ito the 
yickiing pafljurage for about three months, 
III regard to clover, they hound themfelvei 
to the Quantity they can fow with wheat «oc 
oats, and are abfolutely ignorant of the u& 
cif lucerne and faintfoiri, which yield abulia 
dance of food, which laft atrteaft five 01! fit 
ye&rs, and which will not foil fucceedingiu 
foils that demand only die common manage 
meiit in the produ&ion of all' forts of grain, 
Thfe inhabitants mighty tvith- • the affiftaticfe 
of th^fegi-aflfes^multiplythdf; cattle at will*, 
aiid ; thus { find tfaemfelves abtAidadce of dung,< 
with which to fertilize all -their lands, ate 
Well as thofe ■ they break up. : It would be 
jfrore advantageous in cantons, where the 
'market for corn is difficult, to- turn the tafte 
and cares of the inhabitants to the commerce 
of cattle, of which the tranfport is eafy, and 
the f^le always certain. This commerce 
tvouJd foon become very extended, by : the 
eafe with which the artificial grafles would 
be increaied. . It would be eafy to make, an 
experiment On lucerne and faintfoin, of 
whicfr the fuccefs might be regarded as in- 
fallible, 
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fallible, being the principal, fpufce of abun- 
dance and riches. in a great ,extqnt.of country. 
i ," Thefe grafles, which -of themfelves in- 
finitely ameliorate, fyy their duration of tome 
years* the lands upon which they are,fbwn t . 
giye.an excellent nourishment to cattle dur- 
iljg:winter ; .and the lands fown with fpu'try, 
if^m tke.monjth. of April to that of Novem^ 
fe^r, wiltfurnifh .abundant pafturage, and of 
t&p beft Quality* during all the fummer. ' 

"•The neceflary funds for the expenses, 
required in great improvements, efpecially 
for : i^fur^g.fh«ifuccei3 of . thaoa, could only 
be found in an aflpciation of a company. .The 
fimple cultivators, can find hauda only, and 
thole hands jare ufelefs without the, funds' 
jaecefiary for buildings, for .ths; pvr.chkfeof 
cattle, feed, and the fubfiftance of the pe,Or T 
pie until the time they can liye upon tl>£ 
fruits of their labour. From the idea of tl\§ 
itefjlity of thefe lands, considering their. v^ft 
extent, we cannot hope to iee a party joining 
capitals to form a company fpr undertaking 
thfeir. improvement. Nevertlielefs, if we 
compare an enterprize of this nature with 
that "of a drainage, and calculate very ex-? . 
a&ly the expences and produce,* we fhall find. 1 
very near the lame advantages in the fuccefs . 
of one as in .that jof the other, . But the 
.. " " prejudice 



i 
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prejudice is for drainages, ahd this - prrjif- 
dice N#ill liot allow ^theft* ''to' hope for 
advantage from ' enterprises, fiich as would 
be required in the breaking tip Wafte lands. 
It is the government that 'fliotfld give the 
example; and a comitiiflion eftaMifhed'tfc 
employ themfelves with care, in fearching 
the means of improving an extent of coun- 
try fo great and interefting, could fcarcely 
want, fuecefs* In remarking the Went of 
fo me particular grants, and fome modern im- 
provements In Guelders, the' country of 
-Zittphen, in the marfh of BoiQeduc, &c 
they would be convinced, that it would an- 
iV?er the ends of government to take part by 
offering gtanb, and advancing the funis ne- 
cefiaryto eafch farmer that demanded them, 
whether for the piirchafe of cattle, for build- 
ings, for feed, and for fubfiftance till the 
crops were reaped, and waiting a few years 
for the reimbursement. It is not to be 
doubted, fyut if thefe conditions were offered 
to the countrymen, they would be accepted by 
a fufficient number to improve all thefe waftes^ 
44 This proportion is authorized by fome 
examples which onght to be generally known, 
of, at leaft, attract more attention than they 
poflfcfs at prefent. Why ihould not the re- 
public eiecute in great, what a nobleman of 
s . Holfleiu 
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HolMtv- hMfc&e ia- frii&k* 1 Th is nobfeffia4» 
a n. enemy t6 ;fej#itude, ; £ft& a f Hidnd IX* man- 
kind, gave 'in* 1759* ; to a< Country rtiari, ' his 
fcondhiaiiy fh& property* ^'ibrhfe* waftfe w'ld 
defartland. >• He built for hirt^'a faitn, 4uJ> 
nifhed him with nfoveables, • vtith. cattle,itn- 
plemerits of tillage, and feed. In lefs^harh 
6ve years this countryman reimburfed^hijs 
tfcenefeuftor^' and; found himfdf rich; * Sifitefe 
tJiat' epocha, the fame nobleman has j efth>- 
* faiifh^d: every year two fimilar fatfms* whidh 
-have beea attended with the faune- fuecefi. 
tJBIphaath'usffilcoeffively carfifeJ *>n thi&ttft&- 
rblifhme^ tfa:*the> number of f hhty ifatrrilieS, 
who« lare reodersfi happy, aiad who '6f\ a'deffi&t 
,-Jj^ve made -^fertile country. *tlf a fingle iti- 
tdivtdua!!, if i^liiobjeman, who 1 has oa|y>tiis 
private eftafey with both lands and ^fbrtitfte 
very limited,, has been able to imake fo. happy 
^,4pP rov ? m,2!I > t > what could .jjot be effected 
4*ya' powerful ftate, by following the fame 
principles, and the fame method ? No 6tie 
can deny but the ftate might execute in 
great, what this nobleman has performed in 
fmall with fuch great fucefs. 
a Ai The wafte lands of the republic would 
: clemancl the eftablifhment perhaps of forty 
thoufand families. It feems, at firft fight, 
that this \youl$ .bs an enormous expence to 
.:.... the 



* 
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tke rifete.: ; - |tr rr^tisb* f be ^ip^aftftl . fit: \ £$y 
milUoi>6i^nd"i% certainty..' a giftat tobje£h i *. 
* : ' 4< f But 1st us >&>£ a n^msnt nfuppofe, i that 
fifty thovifaudicfaniilics w^re,efl:ilbli(hed: ifhii 
ftate of pcpl^erfty on, theft Jlands,. Saadtlie 
iarms in good culture, and- the whole bo- 
longing to a foreign power, and that this 
power offered to fell them to the republic for 
fifty millions,; there is no perfbir that vcnti 
-think, the .republic would hefitateto make 
4he aecyjiikion at that price, or that half the 
value would be paid* By imitating the /nd- 
blejcnan of Holftein, the republic might gdih 
4 to;heffelf thdfe .riches mucli i cheaper* fincc 
; (he .might be< repaid her expencea* in- five to 
4k#earsi, aid reduce the; expence to thie 
^fea^gea of; admfariftration r and thei ldfc of the 
, ^itersft of fhe firft expenditure"* : : . .',;:»< 

yd » ■ i \ «■■; ■ ■,.,, 1 , ■ > . ». i .1 , i t'\ ,i t 

\r~>'-* Then foWbws the particulars of Ml Ra^toproyfc- 
4?£nt, a more circumftainial account of which I have 
given above* , , . p , lir| 

.■*! •■'■'■.' • ' : " '•■..» 

!!(■■: . ' ' *' ? ■ T ■ : Vl.*> 

. . t 

y '' '■ •'•'• " ' .. " C#AP. 
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C H A P. X. 

Of tht Taxes cf Hdlland. 






TH3B amount to which iax.es are carrfei\ 
in ''Holland, forms a very: remarkable 
criterioflt' of government. Are we to efteem i 
the countries where taxes are loW* as the 
niofk free and: ihappy; or thofe where they; 
are the higheft? It is amazing that; th»/ 
qUeftion caon&trbe answered in die manner^ 
\srhich thet,~fii?ft. confideration of itdi&atesp? 
which: k* thatfthe lower the taxes the mirk?* 
free.&nd happy the people. But thisis«ett^ 
the afiair : taxes run higher in feme ^f ihfcu 
free flates* &c. of Europe * than in any:.- of a 
tK*;al^dlute -monarchies ; of this the pountcy* f 
I am now writing of is a ftfong inftanjce^i 
for jn-Ktolland, a given number of people,-, 
p^y pear double what the fame number do t 
In France; and in England, the people, 
thoygli.not fo, high taxed as in Holland, y#t • «» 
pay naqre than in France. - This fhews very, r 
evidently, : that taxes ave not inconfiftent. 
witfyiiberty, and that arbitrary power i$not « 

- ; * .- ^hic 



H'urtTt a *f »/ % 

able to fqueeze out of the people fo much a? 
a free government gets with eafet 
• The caufe of this will (hew us in a full 
light the -advantages of freedom. It b the^ 
nature of defpotifm to impo*eirilh| -taxes are 
Carried to excefs under an abfblute monarch," 
btit with all their excefs they* produce but- 
little. All lower clafles are miferably bp^ 
prefled ; agriculture lies under a cohfttfnt <$£* 
dine ; comoiefceis not fb attended to a$ 4nr- 
free governments ; manufa&ures ate alfb in* i 
fcrior j and an irregular, oppreffiv^ adtfimf fc * 
trafion on all ranks, are generally the coftfe* 
quences of an arbitrary government* Theft 5 - 
are att impoverishing circumftances, andf J 
their effoft is fb ftrong, that we fee France 1 /' 
whkh is upon the whole a more 4iouri(htn£' 
ktngdom in feveral of thefe particulars than :t 
moft of the other abfolute mfcaarfchlefe irt* M 
Emrope, much more opprefled irfthf payid^ * 
twelve millions fterling, than England, with* - 
not half the number of people, from payirfg ■' 
ten* which is an enormous diif)roportion; ?t 
And it is to be noted, that many writers^ 
whoiffcat of the French commerce and ma- 1 
nufaftures, boaft ifiuch of the flburifhiugf • ' 
ftateof thefe foundations of national poWfer^ '. 
fo that ftippolihg commerce and manufac- 
tures to be eve* foflottriftiing ife thatfcing^*- 
Vol. I. , U dom, 
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jlom, it only, proves, that, the .cultivators, pf 
the ground and all other ra^§ of people arte, 
as it were, in, utter ruin ; that is by far the 
^oft confid$r$ble part of the kingdom. ...;.* 
r In Holland, England, and other free .go- 
vernments, taxes are laid pretty equally on 
.jkll ranks of people, and proportionabiy to 
fortune or income'; in which method b»t 
little or no opprellion can be found; but. in 
prance, &c, taxes are laid moft unequally. 
A All thole ranks that depend on the crpwa, 
a?e ipoft parfiaily favoured, fiich as the na- 
tality, clergy r men in office, .foldiery, &c. 
^e.confeqyence of which is, that alLfchp 
i9ther yanks, pay as much too much as.tfa?y 
^o top little; and after this general oppi#£ 
fipii., fqllows a particular one, which is £j£- 
fif ient to cruih all the lower clafles : fome jg€ 
<$he taxes, especially the Taille, are levied 
^cpording to the fuppofed ability of evepy 
individual; ajid the fuppofition is founded 
on appearances. Farmers pay according, to 
tlijeir crops, the number 4nd goodnefs of 
xhe^r <;attle> apd the value of their imple r 
^eatsan4. furniture; from which it;muil 
*y?pe^r extremely plain, -that the mors they 
improve , their lands, ,. and t the more they 
bfixig themfelyes into au ability of doingrek 
fentiaj ierviee tQ agriculture 9r Ac arte, gnd 
•\7, . the 



«l^'ririgdofn, i! l>y to m\i&[iitite ire ttey 
fvire ! of bemg A tipprtttkA #id : Butthened by 
the load of fr<f?ftt tatf eg ; Whlfch is a fytfem of 
abfyrdity and- dettrti&ioii fiifficietit to ruin 
Afty nation' uhder heavgfr: ! Heftce "the in- 
finite number of beggars that diigrace all the 
■roads of Frincte, and the general poverty 
Hvhieh is feen among all the lower clafleg 6f 
-the kingdom. ;] 

Thefe ar6 the renfbns that taxes produde 
*& 'little, in proportion to the niimber of the 
people, in all the arbitrary governments. 
Their want of 4- free and proper cd'nftifuridn 
■*kpdfes many of the clafles to fuch oppre& 
Cbii, that poverty is the cotifefcjufcnce; arid 
alfthe |x)wer-&nd defpotifm tipori ekfth caiV- 
*dt force wealth from a people tfrdt ate poof. 
Whereas in republics and free 'govern ittdiits; 
*WkeS beingequal and proportioiiable td every 
ttafi's ability of bearing them, ihey itrt- 
■pdvetflfh ttoohe; ahd the aggregate of the 
ptetfpfe fkerft hot. at all opprefied. . 

' :J The ijuahtity of taxes which can be raHei 
6ft <i given ntimber of people, imift every 
Hfrhfere be proportioned to the wfeakh of firdi 
p^djilel eonfequiently, that government is ca^ 
pable of raiiiiig the greateft fiites on its fiib-' 
jefts, Whith takes the beft rriearis and moft 
care to enrich thetxi': andaipbn the very fame 
•"''* U z principle, 
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principle k£*v th&fc _tke -iutii^ f 'raifed^ hi^ a^Bi* 

trdry md^arcilWs niuft h64ki»\U* ^ * ;- <-<!> 
- ri fe Holland, *he governmfettfc t& free j* an!& 
thenigh -taxes-" 'we imme&&, ytit the pedple 
ate the'ttioft wealthy, upon an average *&* 
Europe^ - As totfhe various divifidns of tte^ f 
taxes j I cannot do better than iniert the fte^ 
count givftn by the author quoted ato&ro.--"^' 1 
- : ^ No perlbri can deny the aecefltty-b£ 
tax^s. : Whoever contributes to the exp&ices- 
of the State, contributes to his own welfare,' 
to the prefervation of his fortune, and his 
repofe; -But if* the wants of the Society 4&-' 
cjtttre the imperious* aid of tiaxes, nbthing-4^ 
m6t*e ! iiitereffihg to the welfare df humdhTty^ 
than fearching the means of conciliating- tii& 
niifing atax x^ith the form of it j " and the icktii 
of the collection with the ititerefts of jtopiila^ 7 
tioji, of agrrcvdture, of arts, and of etirii^ 
rii^'rce ; in one word, with the pfdeivatioft' 
ofilie fotirce of the tax, and with the in- 
£rfcafe of which that fburce i$ almoff ahtfajte 
fulceptible among all nations. If it is V^ry 
difficult* to remove arbitrary pow^r ffotiti 
taxes, and to attempt a piferfe,6t equaKty 1 ;!^ 
the repartition of thero, it is not impdffifcte 
to approach very near jt, ahd to plfeaiV the 
people; at kail: with 'the fonft and tfte ihitd- 
rieikofth^dolleaioh^ ;j •■■'■■■ r * 

The 



■ ■_* ' 
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duty upon imffi$¥s&U£%jtk$ 4ttft$Sr*Jrpofl $oJi* 
l^^aJ;^cc?(TiQR^ : upoa thej.gpvewn^nt 
fofadsy uppn *J^e jfcttes, are very jijft ; they? 
a&e not burthottforae ; the fame of the duty 
ujK>ndQiueftflGS* wl&ich is laid .upon the richii 
ari^ af$b<fts*?jflofc induftfly, or the. means >#ft 
fubfiftingtherpeopk, but veryindire&y^#sh 
oth^r>v4fe tfetau thefe duties exciting the rich 
to ; agr^^te^€p^^or^y, and rather ft rai ten u>g 1 
theii; : cgp&niptipti. . ..;, |r 

; , < 4 Jt is not the fan>e witft duties upp% 
CompAerce* cuftoms, and dutie? upon all &rr- 
ticl^s-pf ponfuflaptiQn. The, ^jtujd inte^efy 
qCji^ypmoge icpnfidered* .rejjiaripr^y, to ,tfy$ 
g^e^l; &u#*op of the comrnerp^pf E^ropsfr, 
ay^J&e »con*petitkm ^hich; tb<ej .Republic $?fo 
Pfjjflftces- at, gpe&nt, require ( that . fi)eau$*, t^ 
foflftd tp. reconcile a redu&ion of thefe duty££ ? 
t£ ^ : j»o^ tjie p.ub% 

wants^ A cUrabutioii in the cuftoms. $%% 
b^.rn^de. up by a greater oeqonorpy in , th^ 
QQil^dion^hy thip decreafe of many employ*, 
raeuts ia ro^e&ng # &em.j and by m att^nV- 
Upa^xjiore exa£t and tfiore fevere to frauds. 
a£<kin IT $min^^ uppji,t}ip coiy ? 

fifnpptiou of the pec'efll^ries of .life; ftch as- 
4fr^% s '/WPfl- fe^f-^ttef f; milk, pota- 
toes/ fruit, coal, turf, ,&^.V,Tl>ey jLnight 
' , f ; - « . ' U 3 * , augment, 
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dihgoiewt^! perhaps^ the prodn»5b jof the dutiers: 
ii^ott:dthcitipaite!of ^onfumptfiofi^ & that ©ite4 
courageixieilt would « be givem tb< population # 
and the luxurious sonfumption' Would exteiwi 
itfelf the more. They might ?aHb indem- 
nify the iexche<|uer for this diminution, by* 
throwing them upon the cotifumptioMiSitcrf 
luxury;- for example, the* ftrong liqiiOTsy: 
the beverages, above all wilife, tobacco, ~co<& 
fed, tea, fugar, which do not pay enough.** 
while the other articles, without which the* 
jtoor cannot fupport themfelves , • pay too 
much'.. •';•;:-•. ■-; * ..- .'.»]-.. ■■.»*/ 

J'W The duties upon consumption 1 aretfarf 
ftoildeft and? moft juft taxes that can be : rntadfef 
nfeof, efpecially among a people whole terf 
ritdry is very limited, who have not nianjp 
mafm&ftures, and whole riches confiffoefH 
fentially ih a very extenfive commerce,* 
T^bich maintains a great population: among* 
fu$h*a nation, in all the cities that are -the 
feit of its commerce ; this impoft being laid 
upon all consumption, even of the neceflaries 
life, feems^to affeft neither popxilatiofi tier 
induftry, nor commerce ; becaufe population 
is fopport^dhy' the commerce, which fuf- 
tains:at the fame time: the induftry limited 
^ the interior parts ofthexountry, and agri- 
culture;: fcy iigreat interior xonlumption.* ; It 
r ; • '•' ' • - a ' J ' may 



may be iaidv tKfct'if every thin^is.dearer^ gdjl 
labour will be deprer in proportion; that ajL 
is ■ rela&ve and' muft, balance ; and that com- 
merce pays all, ■■.-.... 

..* 4 'Thefe geri^ral reflexions are feducing t 
but it is a great error to believe, that they: 
authorize an adminiftration to fticreafe th6 
excife without meafure upon all the nece(~ 
faries of life» This imprudence would hav^ 
fatal effe&s, even in the cities which are the 
feat of the greateft commerce, efpecially if 
their commerce is a trade in freight, and? 
would quickly deftroy the greateft ad van* 
tages. It is an obfervation extremely jifft' f 
that i has been made, on the interefts ; o£ 
France vt^ith her neighbours, under the nanrte 
of; the Marq. D'Argenfbn, relative to Hak* 
land 1 : 44 That in the places where the Re* 
44 public joins upon monarchial ftates, if 
* 4 is eafy.to know the lands of the Republic 
44 from tliofe of the monarchy, by the goo4 
44 .ftate of public works ; and the fame of thd 
44 eftates^ pf individuals ; here they are neg-J 
^'le&ed, but there they are flourishing arid 
44 in order." ;; 

The fame author again obifrves, 44 that 
44 in the provinces Qf Flanders andBrabant; 
44 we lee cities one upon another, boroughs 
44 flourifhingy the .country well cultivated, 
' 'i U 4 " every 
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; tirtiti m attributing tbe& : ^aiitages tof -^ 
l fands of Holland to ~thp rdpiiblicarj igfc^n- 
'i&ent ; an&' ; thdfe- of the t^iids pf--Fla*Utts 
;jted Btabaftti to the municipal adrniniftf»» 
' tioh. If be bad carried his dbfervation #dft^ 
* tie beyond the pbje&s, which immediately 
- (truck his view, be would have found* t&e 
•4»xes much more pxceffive thin in any other 
* country, £nd iftmany diftri£ts, the admim& 
j4 tratiph loaded tvfth abufts and' erroneous- efc-* 
^feences; He ; wduld have ieeh in f*>me £tsp* 
v J«fioes, and in many cities, about hal^-the 
°iixipoft diflip&ed in its road from the pebble 
:/ 1tb Irhe eoflfefs of the Spvereignj and he would 
°ikVe been aftonifhed to fee, in fo great#nV>f- 
^tentf of cbtoritry, a flpurifhing agricultwie, 
-^fcefifting for many ages a dejfou#iyg admi- 
1 'fc$ftraii6n. With more reflexion, hfe would 
'- f fca\* found the^aufe of the flourishing ftite 
tr i>f' thefe countries only in th^e fituafiqn : qf 
f £hfefe provinces, which, by an eafy navlgar 
™t£on, carries every thing rp a certain cgii* 

gumption: a coniumpdon >nifofpaly '4^f- 

r taihed for aTong tipao by the £radp Of the 

( fe6mmercial cities of Holland. He woald 

; &iye feett towns carrying jofn conHnerqe^vpr 
u - : ■* occupied 



pled ; bvt in all othejrs, a very b6.^^4ipc^ 
puktkui, ii?s^:4t/^ ,^ i»4ig^^^,; a^d^thc 
people. oa^,.fiibTiftiftg ky $^{^fomp^i 

. cultivators. ^;/3Phfe cities , thcmJfelves v .$& 
ficheftt a* 4^0^4«n^^ot^rd*fa 5 : &c. -teg- 
{ibly ioipQv^i& tforpielvps V $he excei$#f 
,iheir tajs* tipaa con&qipndn. .^<An v 8f*» 
tyf alin$*> |toi$ei$ r Louvaiiu- Q$nt , -a^^e 

; flthsr citk* tf Jkafcant, .a^> : Airfki#i £&*? 
4ers, are very badly peopled fc fb^y y^pi^fee 
Jptally detertsd,, i£ theiy pop^afipn wasjapt 
■yqt &#ai#ed by the febriflatiw of : h#$as 
ajid.laces; .for, agricuUiWe tti ?#ty fa&\4y 
a^te&; A& taxes which, *g*v# -a <fon*jh?oi 

/crf!agrk^WQaftd indu^y*^ ^atew^e 
, Jfowrco of tax;>e&«:'. This is ^at,^ h$ppp*#d 
(inhali.tbwfe^rDyiuG^, t]b*t havft rau#fo.$x- 
hiteaded tlicar duties uppn ^foiif^pft^fpf 
:ihe nerefiaries of life, It. -i* sthat< w^fth 
>h»ppeaa,at prefect irom.ths fejpe ^eafci^n 
England ; . the induftrious . wo«fcmep 4i&p- 
pear, at*d carry with rhem, their; wealth >&id 

M IaiaJl ^uatrieSr %s; Mv B#u$eau* a 
oaam's hands »24:e.virorti> mprje tfean his. :&t>- 
fiftanqc* ; ;but , .this . k; flpiy, ff ufc; i» 5 cpuiijt#e& 

;. .; -;■ where 



wfeere they ^^m^hy^ antt tbcfee only?by? 
g$meral ,coai\jroptw^/w^kk:furhiflbefe at th*i 
lapie $,ime th/a . ii*tans of- ifotlfiftance : - to ■:* 
urorld of wdmen, .chUdren^old men, iuvaJ: 
1*4$, and to men, in ja word* who have no 

hands. -. •' ^ ■ ■• * : , ;- :-/> 

x,^ Thus it-is- that in a great ^onfumptioa 
we- fee equally the fource of a flourishing 
agriculture, a -great population, ahd the'trac 
f$iiree of taxes, and the power of a ftate. --. ^It 
isrrthe maintenance of that fource, which 
ought to' be the true objeft of adminiftratiokv 
And the free* adminiftratioii of one man is 
a fhelter froni; the contradi&ioa of iperfonai 
iaterefts, which predominate in a Republi- 
cans government, and in the iirunicipal ad* 
rhlnift ration, with a greater means and facw 
Hty of eftablifliing and maintaining -this; 
fotirce of public feKcity. 

I 6 'Nothing is more ufeful to the public 
than writings upon political matters, whidh 
atb T the moft interefting. Obfervations on 
thefe matters may give birth to an infinity of 
hajypy difcoveries, and the greatefl progrefs 
ofrgenius and arts. It is to them, the legit 
lati've fpirit and the genius of adminiftration 
owe the principles of the moft / ufeful regula- 
tions ; fork is very clear from thence, what 
will! make induftry and commerce flourifh. 

It' 



V *n' O ft) l -L A- *f . *i>f "*r ! i& 
If feeing^ ttear tha^ rfaoreaduftry ^iid OMsk^" 

&rdtdt<y<xiralti^iy^egUlationV^ and fuch is' 

the* weaknefs of the human mittdy th&t tfeer# 

fe' T no * nation' atfeiOftg whqm : there ftfoafrtf 

nothing in this refpedt to wiili for. Thdte : 

affeftates^ where they feel without 'ceafing 

. tjie ; Want of new laws, although theyhav*' 

: multiplied laws to an excefs, which are be^ 

cbme a load moft burthenfbtne to the people ' 

arid a great obftacle to the progrdfe of agri*< 

. culture, induftry, and commerce. There* 

are others, which have few ufefullaws; ancJ 

others, that want all to be made. " 

; M Commerce, considered in ail its cow 
h&rionsi m all the combinations ^of its uck*^ 
lity; is' an immenfe t>bje&i* ■ /I£ we would'' 
niri -through v all its branches vfrith advahtage,- 
we ought to remember, that it is impoffible' 
for a finglfc man to embrace all with that le- 
giflative ipirit which administration rc->; 
quires. Thus they ought to know at will 
the enlightening obfervations of thofe, who* 
have crccupied themfelves in throwing light- 
upon all the different branches ; and who 
would, like the Englifh , havei laws* reguh* : 
tions, and prqjd&s, for 4 the improvements m 
agriculture,* immita&ures, and commerce/ 
paftacrucibk-of'^ 
•' thus 



g£h ? ere ^ppn Jirp^ofb,; aiid^ to ^ i^ia^fin^ 
•ij^J ;br»nfjlifjs,.. t thq moil ^te^ftfpgtOj^ 
duftry and commerce, : which. , h^ii^ 
gy^eft. influence upon^ thqjr progress* and 
coi?f^i#titly 13 piofe raterefting to a n-#oft^ 
vthv h*s no ptj>er foujce fqt hpt.&ofpejffiy. 

,tf iThs ,• i^ppfts *a -Holland , a#e divi<fe& 
iqtff, th^P c^pi^l, h^iches ; ^pyduti^ iipofo 
c^ppatipu, .tyi^mpP*" tatipn. j ai}d j J^ ; j^tpftr 
cfft vfteiftO»i which i? apt ui)der ihj^.d^%, 
i^^ia&wi^^u^ijifeief^ title, hut j^^^itipi^ 
dut# -$pQfl£?]pprt#iQn and importation-., ^fe 
is, jtjh? ; fifflt .hf^ich of tayes, apd t^.ojaljraiie, 
* ^c^ f ^,pq^al. to all the ^hfhi^^vOf n ^ ; 
%j?en Pfpyinces, , which, fprsa$s k$df j>y$fo 
a}^ a^dgjenerally in an uniform fnaniiefj^idf^ 
thisjth^ States General dir^£Uy order^ . ,^^, 
thg^rodw^p qf it is carried r tQ 4 thp t^iviryo^ 
t^^R^ihliq,. ; The twOjjPthqr priqcip^V 
bt^ch^s conliGt, in duties uppa. \yeighl;§. ip h 
tl^prpvippe^and cities, iu,. du^jea^pon , co# rr v 
i'u^tion, and ^ others, ipprfonal and.re^ n 
TJ^fe, twq br^che?, whereqf <a psrt o£ th#. 
prpi^icQ .telflgjgs fp t^ c^^iwi th$ ^tfo* 

" ' ■ to' 
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to ^the provinces, are fitibdivic&d/ into an nil' 
Unity of bther branches, ' all dire&ed by ; a 
great number of laws, /different and parti- 
cular to each piovihce, and ttf each city* 
For the ftates of the provinces, and the ns 
gency of the cities, are the legiflators of theii? 
interior administration. ■ " ■ ' 

- : "** We <b not propofe to give a table #f 
the adminiftration of the finances, which td-' 
qtiiresi a great detail, arid is foreign to outf 
fubjeift, but limply to offer fbme obfente* 
toons* which the utility and the advantages 
pF rhanufadures and commerce detriaiid.' 
We owe alfo this attention to the curiofitjr* 
of foreigners, who (cek, in the knowledge tff 
rite; Seldom and oeconomy of the Dutch adF 
mihlftratioti, foe examples ufeftfl to imitate; :> 

,.j** Yhe laWs of the cufltams ought to havfe; 
eflHitiially* for their obje&, the favouring Slid' 
ehfcduriaiginjg agriculture, manufoftures, and' 
in general, all national induftry, and exterioir 
commerce. It is very difficult to make ; a 
gehdral law univerfally wife and ufeful updtr 
a mattdr of fb vaft extent, among commercial \ 
iiAtiohs ■■; becaafe, independently of the n^cefc 
fitres of the firiarices, which demand impe-- 
ribufly of adminiftration, duties upon com--' 
ixief ce i the ; duties bn exportation and im- 
portation, in general on all materials rawy 

or 



^w?xnlanufa<ftnfedi} ^hich^t^Sft^w^g^fir^p; 
^htC::p^ogrefa/)ittad i'cven^the ?pre?fereati&ft v '#f 
iftgckukurite,' ' mlanufa&ures^ » 'ind ocHAmfcreS, 
efc> all* require pfohibatiottSj or. the" impofl* 
lions of- duties, whieh* : in tfekiAg r pteife\ 
either upcm imp6rtation, or tipoh s the'raj*!>& 
tation, confift of an infinite number 6f artt- 
"&e&)--'both raw and manufa&uted. ; France 
tinti Enghnd'bught to favour the imptei^. 
tion of ill r the : raw materials of thm'rnWIftf*- 
fa&ures, which foreigner* furnifh - ^h&tffc, 
Bifth the nations (hould clog the expof tat¥6k 
of the raw* materials of their : own 1 ' jjroduc^ 
dud alfo the importation of all 'fueh fitelgft 
jpaanufadhires ' as • ■• woxild- be prejudicial ; j& 
their otorii 'They ought m facilitated 
much -as pdEMe*, the exportation <of -the >pttii 
du&s of their own, or thetr 5 colonies grdWth; 
and iof all ■ the > manufactures they 4w &&t 
tjonfirme ; for procuring all the advantaged *3 
^grieulttirdv which -thofe nations camlot effi 
fcourage too much in Europe' and !ftme*fe&> 
The 'burthens, which agrteiilttire, the prifri 
cipal and moft precious ; fburce of their eoiii- 
merco, obliges them to* throW upon thef H* 
bettydf -foreign trade, ahd the neceflity bf 
Ibpporting their own mantffa&ures, or of ac- 
qditing' net*- ones, made them ittiagine tft6 
lefburQes ( of* 'free : ports, for >emedyiftg as 
-r ■* much 
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jottd* as-po&Uc the infinite inconveniences 
given- birth* to- by prohibitions. Among 
thefe two nations, the adminiftration of 
commerce is perhaps the branch of the go- 
vernment of the ftate which requires con- 
tinually of their miniftersthc moft attention, 
care, and labour* 

" The adminiftration of the commerce of 
Holland is infinitely lefe difficult; fhe'has 
none* but obje&£ of detail, (he has not to 
manage or conciliate in legiflatibn fo great a 
diverfity of interefts, as teems a contrAdib- 
tion'»; although her commerce embraces ge^ 
nerally whatever is in Europe, and wliich 
Europe carries on with the other quarters of 
the world* yet her trade is rieverthelefs of ^a 
mtvrc wholly different from that of France 
a#d England. Thefe two nations, are upoit 
the whole, kingdoms of agriculture, manu- 
factures, commercial, warlike, and powerful 
hv ; . territory, and marine. Holland is 
onjy a warlike, maritime, and commercial 
nation. Its adminiftration of commerce Us 
lefs complicated, and its legiflation ought to 
be infinitely more fimple. Holland has not 
any natural produ&ions to encourage by pro- 
hibitions on importation, nor by privileges 
on exportation. As much a* the quantity 
of commodities ; cpnfumed fo^-Holland, fur- 
y- ' pafles 
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pdpfesjthat pftht productions of its foil,; agci? 
tujture becomes one pf .the Jnoft lucnrtiycpro^ 
leffions j "ffie raja be dWcouraged or deftroyedt 
only by depopulation, .which, muft .be roxy 
cohfiderable to be felt in the confumptioa of 
the produ&ions offo limited a territory. -- 

" Almoft all her manufactures,, reduced 
to * a imall interior confumption by the dear- 
riefs of labour, demand feme, affiftance id 
the cuftoms ; it would be ufelefe to under* 
take to revive them by prohibitions, or by 
exemptions. Even with this affiftance,. it 
would be impofiible to produce then* at 3 
price low enough to withftand the competi- , 
iiph of foreigners.; and befides, the intere^ 
of the aggregate of her trade requires, that 
her magazines have always ; an equal aflbrt- . 
ment of her own manufacture^ and thpfe 
o£a!l other nations. 

7* We.garx only except the fifliery, which , v 
vff may regard as a fort of culture natural' . 
to Holland, which is one of the moil: pre? 
cid\i.s branches of national iftduftry ; but tha 
inc&iftry, which is occupied in the building, 
of {hips, the whitening of linens and wax, - 
the manufacture of ftarch, pap?r, and por*> 
celain, cannot be too much encouraged j. ^ 
but not by prohibitions of uxiportatioa # 
which are .contrary to the intereih of the . 

Dutch 
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Bitfch commerce, and the flighting traded 
fetit b£ interior exemptions, by an exemjv 
tioiii from the duties of exportation, and by 
the liberty of importation "among' other na- 
tions. 

44 Butter, and certain liquors, are almoft 
the only productions of national induftry; of 
which the interior confumption ought to be 
enfured by duties upon importation, equiva- 
lent to a prohibition. 

* 4 The object of the cuftoms ought there- 
fore to be principally to favour, as much 
as poffible, the importation and re-exporta- 
tion of all forts of merchandize, and foreign 
commodities ; and adminiftration ought to 
attach itfelf to raifing as little as poffible, 
the price of merchandize and commodities" 
imported and re-exported, for fuftaining " 
the advantage in the buying and felling' 
trade. This favour, which is demanded bv 
the nature and commerce of Holland, feems' 
n<5t to require, in the laws of the cuftoms* 
anydifpbfitions but what are extremely fim- * 
pie: Neverthelefs; this law, notwithftancU '* 
flanding the changes that have been well 
conducted, is yet very complicated; ir em- 
barrafles commerce, and gives great advan- " 
tagea tcythe. Hanfe-Towns; and-efpecially to 
thofe of Hambxrrgh " and Bremen , whofr 
-Vol.*I. X . com- • 



competition j^cq^ires r eyer^ v dg^^ {juperipjrity% 
1>ecauf^ tftsk ^He^yj^oji, importation, and 
jp^rtytipii are fcarcely any. tjtung. 

" It~is commonly r^^pp^J, thjit the 
^ftoms amount to 5 per cent, of the yajue 
p| the produfts and merchandize, both on ex- 
sported and imported in general ; but an,<^ar 
^nation of thefe laws, will not permit m 
-fio make this eftimation widi precifion«,J, 

44 The duties upon importation andexpoi> 

.tation are only one per cent at Hamburgh, 

~*pd half per cent at Bremen; which n^ 

tprally enfures to thofe cities a decifive VQfc 

ference ampng &reign merchants, ^pn^^il 

jpcpafiop? wherein they can .give ^ B re fefi* 

cn<5e ; and thefe occafkms pcefent themfetvjas 

every dayi very often in the ordinary? c^uiife 

of commerce. Duties fo moderate,; ipyjtp 

pot tp fraud; they do not ofer ^antage 

j^iough, tp engage a merchant fo P*j$fe 

&pafelf to the fmalieft riique$; and for s^tp 

-#afpn, they produce raorte money ^^e 

^public tr^afury, than if they were hig^p^} 

Jbpt inducing traders to befraudtilent, ; ; .\ r 

r :"Ther? is no nation abje to leave ajl je^- 

e port5and imports entirely free from aH<Jt$£j|, 

and which . ppnfequeatjjr . .wou|d ^nt r ^p 

:^cujfom^^ e^r fqr thp i^j^pf ^e 

~ . «' * ■ fi na nces. 
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Chances, br fbt encouraging its agficulthrej, 
trtenufa&uresi, ancl commerce : but the par- 
ticular coaiidefations, which would eiitei* 
itiio the competition of filch a freed ftate, 
liquid not be combined with too much carb 
'i&id attention, for conciliating at once the de- 
ittahds of the revenue, with the Aeceflity df 
xtf preferring agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce, which are the only fourccs d£ 
tfcftehue; 

?n<** fi& a &ual (ituation of the comrtiercfe 
*FE6r<jpte, find that of Holland, which fe 
^Irttlfliately contteaed with the left of Eii- 
^p6 ; thatit depends entirely on it, requires 
ri^Bnly - that re-efcportation be exempted 
^ftfefl'Slf Ae duties of exportation, but alfcf, 
^tl^ihfe 1 duties payable on irfip6rt£t*on be fe- 
xufnfed. 

v ;S- ; **ff we give any attention to iht ttiar- 

*k£k of the prfefetit commerce of Europe, and 

^fi& clfctillatkyri of produ&s and merchandize, 

: H&/ffiall be' convinced, that the profits <jf 

-ctomitifercte in gefteral are much reduced at 

prefer^ by exfcefs of cotopetidn ; the indfofc 

ttyibtf Aefe nations is much greater than 

- that *VF the abilities ctf the merchants, who 

'jjnuft pay for labour, circulation, freight, 

~bf the transport by land ; the e*pences 6f 

ii&ratite, commiflion, wharfage, and ma- 

X z gazines; 



gteftrii&i fliid^iftfyv 1 for rite 'profit of eircui 
Htthg-^fei^ghs-bf-the vafciei' r When every 
tfetibn,' th^'idd&all thefe ' expences to the 
price df the hifcrfchandize, in pafiing from 
the firft hand -to the laft, alfo raifes the value 
$>y the duties which are laid on them-, it 
'hiuft make them neceflarily and quickly lole 
§11 "profit in the circulation; it muft im- 
poverifh a commerce, efpecially if it be a 
trade of .buying and felling. This is a na- 
ttiral v and infallible caiife of a decreafe very 
^(ertfibly felt .in the univerfality of trade, 
Harhere tfce difadVantages are hot to be 'ba- 
lanced by the profits made by* certain indi- 
viduals frbtti'-fpeCulation, etfeh with uitCbiii- 
iiioh fuccefs';;fbr irr this matter, we aVe only 
io confider the general trade, its commdh 
and daily courfe, indepepdant of the revolu- 
tions which take place from time to tfrrie 
liffpeculative commerce ; and' which Ought 
"not to "enter into the fpirit and motives of 
? tKe cuftoms on exportation and importation, 
7 " But the ftate.of the finances of the tle- 
* public, and the expences which fhe muft 
r fuftain, will not permit the ufe of a rule, 
! which ordains the return of the duties of 
importation upon re-exportation ; or for 
freeing foreign commerce of all duties of ex- 
portation and importation, and to reduce thofc ' 

upon 



o: 



HOLLAND. 309 

upon'the-etotfjf^ ft>'the interfoV cottftimptio1*$ 
hut if the diminution of thtftf4ubi}£ revcnj)^ 
will not alttyv of , giving iuch ->9n> falSflance^ 
commerce, -would fit beirappffibje to fifydj 
in a; matter ib important, the .means; of giv- 
ing,/ at prefent, ; that encouragement whic4 
i$ indiipenfably neceffary, without altering 
th6 revenues of the itate, ? Would it be iui r 
•poffible'to form the idea and proje<5 of new 
rates of cuftoms to be fubftituted for the pre.- 
fe#t.ones, the duties to be more moderate* 
Uie/colle&ion more eafy and certain, to give 
tja& fame product, and perhaps a fupsrioj: 
one,, and at the fame time to ipread through 
I^I^tjoh commerce, a part flf thofe pre- 
Qf$U£ ^vantages antiently enjoyed ?, 
■Ai" We,(hould fall into a gi^attrror, if \ye 
;ffS?f?M* * p gW era V 'he excife upon cor\- 
^p^tiop, and upon houfes and lands, as in- 
jjfffiprefit Jo commerce, upon the foundation 
jC^|f pUand not having many manufactures to 
v jC,6n4^ ; and becaufe the confumption there 
i^ f (p,iuperior,tQ the podudlions of a territory 
. ^^renjely limbed, that it is not to be feared 
/culture would qver.be negle&ed on account 
qfthofe. impofts.:. 

" We generally confider the duties upon 
confumption, like the. impprts, as lefs bur- 
thfcnfome, the moft juft, and the mofl equal. 

■.1<: ..■■•.■"' ^ V '.'X3 ' ' ThiS 



Tflm, hrtinitt rcif imfcfee. irap#fitiwr «>Jf th# ;«^ 

qilfetit fiU^;»po^ the eonfym$%if>n of? the; 

rjpceflacie& of life, and the iubilailfce of $&§» 

people, without dei3:roybg ; ind^ftry v aa4 tiwr 

means of fubftftance* In admitting thefe;, 

conditions, the impofi becomes as juft, an4 

a$ little burthenfome, as any tax can ha* -.* ; ; ., 

.^■i* c . The weight of this tax is laid upoa tho; 

cqijfumptipa of all the neceffaries of life, ;ia :: 

tfyp cities where the wealth eflentially . conf , 

fifts in a very extended commerce, which/ 

naturally maintains a great population, and 

IV without doubt, the lefs fenfible of it ; 

b^tiall i$ the4^ arer > a *l labour is dearer in 

pr^pprJiott, but all is relative, all is \x& } 

lapsed, and, the commerce pays all. . , 

^,A C But though, this excife, laid upon ^hp, 

qxufiimption of neceflaries, in the commercial 

cijties, i$ lels burthenfome than elfewhere, : 

it,ig nevertbelefs very deftru&ive* efpeciajl^, 

i^, .pities where the commerce confifts of 

haying and Jelling. It cannot be eontene^, 

tyfi. that thefe excifes render the neceflaries of r 

life much dearer to the people, and eonfe- 

- cpjently increafe the prices of labour ; and 

fgQjn thence, it muft neceflarily arife, that 

^ the work?, required in the (hipping and 

navigation of an infltiite detail, will become 

\ 4^Vr ^4 the maintenance of the crew*. 

ecjually 
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eqtmlty- deaftt'jittltt 'natfonr toufetfhmMJT 
loathe advaiM&ges of fribwyfteighfc i and>tfe 
farther folloWsv'that the -labour* in loading* 
and' rcnloadit^ merchandize,* and ?the e*H 
pdmies of magaainage being dearer, the coffl^ 
ririffionsf from foreigners will infallibly dte 
minifh and pafs to rival nations. The fiflieryn 
■feec6mes alio infinitely dearer for the faftie 
rfcafbn, and much lefs ufeful to the mer^ 
chants ; the nation muft therefore impo^ 
vSrifli itfelf, by continual decreafe of corti-* 
iflefrce and navigation. ■— ' 

- *' The influence of the excife, Upon com-* 
riiodities of the firft neceffityv With reipe&tifr 1 
p6pulation, and the welfare of* the pebple^ 
is much more fenfibly felt in cities at a di&' 
tanJe from maritime commence; where the 
evif has a progrefs much more 'rapid J there 5 
ir produces a failure of all manufactures^ 
- that are not fupported by the interior c6h^ 
fumption, or which cannot fiipport at home' 
the competition of foreigners, by the fltf-* 
gl'e effefl: of the dearnefs of labour, wftkilr 
gives too high a price to all works of 'itldtifi* 
try; and the lofs of an induftribusr dais tJF 
the 'people, by diminishing poprulktiori irid' 
ronfumjrtion, will neceflarily fmpbveri(h J aitf 
the other clafles; and weaken' the ftatej 1 
The people/ who havdonly induftry -ftV 
X 4 their 



r^rce. r b£b$ d§#l i ^fe-ipf t mafc^ftuses htaal**: 
rjgjdy L ftppp^d j?:P%# pfjtherufttdi quafctuiavodq 

t|j^ P^der$ IttJ^t branch ^^uic^rcely )6ibn> 
fij^j.tficy ajre.^pw too great dumber* -T&el 
Igjfs of manufa&ures has dimini£hed> 't&e- 
number of purch^fers ; , the .population dlfx* 
q£; cities, diftant from maritime commerce, 
cg$L hardly fuftain itfelf in the >ftate of irf&> 
dLpcrity i which : we fee by ,fh$ luxury andl 
roi^mpupn : of :: thqfe, wj*9nlive <m thtein 
intones. .0$ i#£ts, ^nd of ,t;tae 4nhabifani$io£ 

_ . }\ If ; \v$;px*$L}%$ with attention the ; idifr 

fefep^,bra^he§ f flf t taxes, among diftercnfc 

i^|^s r we^ftvall find, that the intereifeof 

g^eral induftry diminifh, or are totally tde*i 

ijgflyed in f$me, while in others, thejnarifo 

ag^Lf augment ^ only becaufe they fall aloft d 

uj^ra.Juxury, riches, and fuperfluities. .-> W& 

^^ht^ find* -without falling upon the meand 

g^the peoples fybfiftance, etiougb tofuppoctt 

^.{.public, sxpences; and > We might, thus 

gr^fcfve the. iources of the finances, and the 

ftrj^gth of, the ftate ; for if we reflect well, 

wp.might £e* Aat the riches of individuals,- 

^4 thofe; finauces a have squally their fburcq 



from)whkh tfafcii&ltfe ftipf^rfefe^eiclfec^f^ 
id iwhicevef kmnkmt • ipajr ' b<£ ft&nd/ is atf 1 
produced: by th^ induftry of ttietfciffie $ i^ 
flioy.-thia ifcduftry m aihte, arid the ; tffcfcie; f 
ofikndidrds, arid thofe of thje : proprietors df 
feobfes and lands, as well as thofe of coctf- 1 
nacrce, become at once annihilated, sfnd 
with them thofe of the finances. . : ^ a 

^ 4 . If we examine upon thefe principles thit? 
different branches of taxes in ! Holjarid,* ttap 
IJiaU find, that the duties itpon-b^ead^mdU^ 
mrlfc*, butter, fruits, turf, arid coal, \d&{\xd$ 
xHrithaut ceafing the iburces of^all taxes; :i ia?iiijf 
that they ought to be infinitely reduced-; ^W 
totally fuppreffed. The eacafc/; on* the con- 
txaxyf upon the commodities' <*f luxurj^ 
itaight .be infinitely augmented • vritboiflt 1 
hurting- induftry, and without 1 givhig^fh^ 
interruption to the means of the peopleYf&bl* 
fiftance. The duties upon' tobacco, ^tfti^ 
coffee, fugar, cocoa, oil of olives, winesi* 
brandies,, fhifiis, and above all the filks SiSf 
the rich* ftuffs of foreign man u fa&tire, 1 *t8 
too low, and * higher duties Upon 1 all itheSe 
articles, luxury* could well 1 ftpport?' tH&tt 
being, fot the moft part,' a gf^At toirfiimft 
tion, of i them, > Which -Would fecamjfenfcg 
very advantagfeoufly (without- doing J krif; 
-i mifchie£ 
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qpdfchief WrfieTo«fir4:omai€lse^ any ^brakfclS 
ot national iathi&r?) fer , &%t&V&fotoau&&i ; 
«ea tJDCri :fop^?flio» of ^&«he<eicife& upcfe^ 
Ae necefiasies <Jf life. -~- ?; - ; -* r/ - " ; "~ <-- 1: >* 

- 1 - 4 * The impoiitioas updtt kirkfe* houfcs,- 
ja»rtgages f horfes, carriages of all forts;' 
upon all forts of cbmeftic»» upon marriages;- 
upon the publk iales. of moveables and im- 
moveables, in fuppofing the impofitioft ufx*f»i 
the, footing of a juft valuation and fine, the t 
<faty upon timber* and the rights of fuccefe 
fita, • -whether teftamentary or <r£ mejUtit£ 
ctthy> the direct Hne of defcent, . are jiift, irn^ 
flpfttions.;; they (Jo not attack the indufbjt o£ 
th^Lpteoplev tteyriall only upon wealth ^or 
f^perftuity r : anil might be imitated in tbct 
y&jbofo* orviti parts, -with great adrantaga byi 
the ; other nations of Europe. • : - ; ; : jor; 

£f„- It i*. «Kjfc the &ine with <the< duties x~iiro»; 
p#fed<upon cbwa, whether uniter the ttg&fe* 
ctf&ltfbr cow-keepers, or under other de*.* 
i^aainations, which raife the price* of ifo& 
lfeUk, . butter* ?«nd cheefe, a precious part »£ 
tfe^alinpfent of the people^ and abfoiutef n&c 
Ggffaines of life, Thefa dutiis may be re--; 
g&rdod as am indited exeife upon, milk, * ft»p 
thejcow-keeper rouft fell it /dearer, in pro^ 
ptetkan to the; tax upoo cows. ■.: They don&r* 
gtee the fait to:Hh^cowsj ibe qpufumptioti:i^ 

oj : made 
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•Jftifc".;^. fitting )tbo butter ^tod chttTcy 
^rfeich c^9t))^$ajrrie4 (tQ^vfat widbou^ 

fells his fait with great profit^ .and fthc:\taj& 
i^;npt burtheiafome. to him^heqaflfe the price 
which he has for bis milk, butfei, and eheofesi 
throws the duty upon the. confumer* -•*;: .* 
> 4 The duties upon confumption raiie th$* 
price of commodities, and this augmeivtawr 
tion of value, may produce different effe&$i 
among different nations. It is. true, in ge4> 
oerat, that the duties upon confumption are* 
paid by the consumers, becaufe they do flolP 
change the natural price of the commodity^ 
which is regulated at market by the abui> 7 
cbAte or fcaroity of money, and is mote 01* 
tefe according to the demand.; We flKD^IA* 
pot here give any attention to* the expentei* 
of the proprietors, in bringing their goods* 
to market ; thofe who are neareft, enjoy -ifta 
thi$ refpe&, an advantage which is foreign 
to the tax, and in which the tax makes nqf 
difference : but it happens* often, that thei 
duties much reftrain the cbnfumprioa, «lrhe*" 
in removing the eoafumers, and leflkutigp 
their fiumber,' or in exciting them tG '**£ 
greater oeconoitoyi and the defeft of con~* 
fumptioa eftablifties finch an abundance of) 
the comntodky, that the proprietor is forced; 

to 
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ttf give it for l a 1o# price, IhdOgh only to 
"•j^y^thfe'dWfies iUpon^coaiiiidRipriDn ; in.thfis 
4&fe f tht^ti2txt^ oiYConMtiptiow^rt the.ofc- 
^ifion off Infinite -dvils. This rocotivenieiice 
ik [ )n6t the 6tAy ohe to be feared in Holland ; 
3t[ cannot happen, that the proprietor^ & of 
itf^modities fliould pay no part of the du~ 
WeS on confomption, becaufe the confurrap^ 
tion of commodities is muchfuperior.to>tfoe 
48iritorial produ&ion : thus, if they would 
*&Hfe a duty, at the expence of the inhabitants 
'oiP'.the cOUtitty (who are almoft all cow- 
*lfcWp«rs or turf-cutters, and the richeft part 
Wthe l&wet people, and, at the fame time, 
y$e"bh]y L 'otfe& that- are rich, ! are near -the 
*$U&¥itixxte ; cttiefe) in impofiiig'Oin thescon*- 
l $&tyete the? tax on fait* and other duties 
4jpb'n cows, and like wife a fpecies of capita- 
tion upon the turf-cutters, it is certain, 
«thdt the legtilator will mifs his ends,'' front 
Tinfefe~d\itie$ being paid by the consumers, *to 
^hxim they are very burthenfome. ^ » ji?:v* 
£ ih** fhefe taxes, as well as thofe upon the 
"fl£c?eflarie$ of life; would not 'only be happily 
^ride tip by an increased- duty? upon ? the 
O (torrtumption (fo much per cqnt* ; upon the 
*<&ltie) of fugars, tea, coffee^ cocoa, and to* 
°otcc?o,v and upon, which there^ are very nao- 
* $#afte' duties it prefent; *and ajfo upon ftlk$, 
'".-- - '- * -*V. ..-.,, < .; fluffs, 
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Jftiffs}- and jother /.foreign - ^aijufa&ujgs. 
-3?he&- commodities and merchandize axp 
fufceptible. of a . gjreat augmentation of the 
.duties upon importation andcpxiiumption; 
and thefe duties would not hurt national in?- 
dufiry nor commerce, by. returning, as be- 
fore observed, the amount of the duty uppu 
re-exportation. ,- 

j-. " , If proportional duties were added upou 
theconfumption of tobacco, fugar, tea, coffee, 
cocoa, oil of. olives, wiaes, brandies, fillyi 
and rich fluffs, which are the confuiQptioqp 
of luxury, the finances wpul4 forely receive 
a. produce from them, fuperior to theamouty: 
■of >.that which is drawn from the , entijte 
excife upon the neceffaries of , life, as upon. 
-bread, milk, butter, cheefe ? naeat, ty?& 

.and coals. . 

.1 ♦' We may obferve, that the counttymqL 
tir cultivators of land, are extremely loadefl 
with taxes in Holland, but th/ey are nev*£- 
thelefs the clafs of people whp pay the leau, 
becaulie they ppy with the money of the coii r 
♦Turners. One is aftoniflied, in „trav$Jli#g 
through the province of Holland, tq, fec.{o 
little land in the hands of tJ?e .cultivatpr^; 
and though the ta?es are fo ihig]^ ye£^$ie 
people io eafy, and for the nqtoft. part, risj^ ; 
ib that a very great number are not leen m 

towns, 
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4&I towftw,-#»lhout hSvmg<i chaife with' dftfe 
•iff t?wd hdrftst "the ifca&tef'ifei very fiiwpl^, 
«to£ v*hoteaipio!f ffceftifelwe4 'itithle fifties 
sfittd a ! prodigioa^tanfoffti*K>fi<v and* ateheir 
£ocai tiie fundrofhiexha«ftlbfe i«Aca; msft 
«fl them reckoning their fo*tuile& by thef td* 
efigofcl, or io,oot> flori«*. TPfeofei :-• Wto 
•fi&idertake tufferies, are not poorer 5 ; the ©tfeit 
^fctthtryiatti 1 have only milk and legufaer for 
kha object: «f fhefr iftduftrys th«y are'«£ 
*o#^kee^€rsof' gardeflersy ©r both the totafc 
«iedthfe dtlier V they &W thafrtik fcf : tMr 
ifl&iftry very d&rVtttf ^op©r^nat>fy 1 -to flfe 
^ei'-whk^ fhef-piyr the^ hlrvd mOte'ikl 
^WtageNiF Carrying "therii *h ; cahkl^'W^ 
<grfeft market^ B &at'^ afeWr^rtf (!l?e% 
fees ritoi other 1 'iftatr imp6ft;*' ;: laM i ; <ipbW r tffe 
^onfumptioriof the bourgeois, and'theotfe^t 
^nha%»tawt^cfthe cities. ThiVvK&frft 'jJeri 
ituates ir&If among the colirifrymen, '&£ 
<<atte : they do not permit their chiloWn 1 *fo 
^tifctherr btra profeffion; a"nd "this is drie 
wP-the greatett'-feurces of trie! Republics 
«r*Agtfc: • ■ "'•''•'■"'' 

-c.« 3^ t j,fc firtifce., this'opttfcnce of'flie 
t-ptmtry, fnffers irifiri&ery b^-'the!dirnbtrti'dh 
t*f*tha< great confamptskMi w?i?ch maintains 
!tT ; tot the' ^adftiiaiftf rtioh ikoiM flop the 
$*o£*efs ^f ^p«i«iJw56n ^ th« eiiaes'r^» 
o*i - - . - > moved 



ft ould have fptii^d, that this fburcc has al- 
ready loft muchT if we had t^keu the =paias 
fp ob^rve it with care- We havs**ot* pefr- 
4^p$, given fufficient attention how muck 
thf ritihes of a cultivating people, and that 
^f the ftaie, depend upon the cafy ciscum* 
ftmces of the inhabitants of cities ;. if thef^ 
^9 have loft their manufactures, w&dl 
leaves, thertf but little other indufoy, ao4 
who, by their fituation, cannot take part ^ 
Qtaritfrpe commerce, nor in the fiflierjk 
no* in the building of fhips, are neverth^r 
lqis obliged to pay always the lame 4ubfidi/e$ 
jto f jhe ftate; it rauft neceflarily follow* ~th# 
they muft be impoverifhed and depopulatpd 
t>y: fuch impofitions* and their weaknefs tnwjf. 
Jiave a tailing effed on their whole neig^ 
bojirfyped, and even upon the jprofperity tof 
cities occupied in a great commerce. : r Jt 
^egxs r therefore, that the general intereft, of 
the commercial cities, is nearly the &W$ 
with that of the others who have no poqar 
merce, and very little ixiduftry, and whp^| 
they fhould aifift, by bearing a greater pro- 
portion. of the public levies* 

4 4 . Adminiftration might indemnify the com* 
xnerciat<:ities, for fuch augmentation in theijt 
ihwe of the public expenses,, by fupprefiuag 
- the 
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burthen of inipofts which foil upon navigd* 
lion ; arid which 3iter or deftroy a part of 
the natural and artificial advantages, whicfr 
the navigation of Holland has upon that of 
other nations* * 

* 4 Independantly of the freedom of the 
Aanwuyres which the Dutch know how ta 
give their (hips, which from thence require left 
Btunerous crews, independantly of their extra* 
ordinary extreme oeconomy of living, of their 
attention in procuring freight, of having few" 
expences from delays, and never failing upon 
batfaft, of procuring themfelves^all the ma- 
terials for building at the firft hand, and of 
conftrufting in the cheapeflr manner poflible, 
they have the advantage enjoyed by few na- 
tions of Europe, of having a much greater 
number of feamen than their navigation, all 
^xtenfive as it is, can employ in time of 
peace, and which eftablifhes, in all their 
ports, a moft happy competition for forming 
good crews at a low price. This clafs of 
people is fb numerous, that it is pretended 
there \vere more than 25,000 Dutch failora 
employed in the Englilh (hips* 

44 This immenfe , number of teamen* 
is the produft of their fmall fifhery, which 
lafts all the year* more extenfive in Holland 
than .any where elfe, as well as of the whale 

and 
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4wl herring fisheries. Theie three fisheries 
do not ceale toraife and form every year a 
great, number of feamen, more than their 
marine and commerce can employ. 

" We cannot lee without regret, in fo wife 
ah adminiftration, all thefe happy advantage* 
balanced by taxes. If M. de Montefquieu 
had been more exa&ly inftru&ed in thecoma 
merce and finances of Holland, he would 
not have faid, that whatever contributes to 
navigation is exempted from duties : he 
would have faid, on the contrary, that 
whatever contributes to navigation, ought to 
be exempted from duties; becaufe, as he 
very well obferved, the oeconomy of the* 
ftate, gives foul to the commerce of freight* : 
If the tribute of it is loft, it is recompenced 
in feme meafure by the induftry and riches 
of the Republic. Here the moft wife Re- 
public would find an example, worthy of. 
their imitation, in the adminftration of the : 
monarchial ftates ; for fuch duties, M de 
Montefqueieu obferved, to be 4ittle proper for 
making commerce in general prosperous, 
and efpecially the commerce of freight. 
For there is, perhaps, no monarchial ftate, 
where we find real duties upon fllips, and a 
fort of capitation upon their crews. 

Vol. I. Y "The 
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46 The duties of two and an half per ceitf., 
e^ablfrhed upon immoveables,' likewife upon 
tfte attiount of Tales, and affb upon mort- 
gages, "are extended to all forts of (hips, 
yatchts, arid ! buildings, covered or un- 
covered, comprifing their cannon,. rigging, 
utenfils, &c. They except' from thefe duties, 
only thefirft letters of property, and the pri- 
vileges of the builders ; and the ordonnarice 
dlre&s, that the duty upon fale fhall be paid,] 
hiilf by the vender and half by the purchafer; 
but' if the purchafer is a foregner the duty is 
reduced half. ' "/',/ 

wf< ' /Befi^es this, the ihips pay another duty 
, under the name of Laft GeldV It is a tax or 
5s. per laft' upon expiortatiori ? and 10s. ypon 
importation ; arid the veflel thus acqurtted. re- 
mains free'alTthe reft of the year/ It is a! 
dul?y laid upon the paflport or lettres cle m^fj 
which Jaft" during a year. Ships are obliged 
'td take every year a new paflport, and to my' 
ne-ty' duties of five or ten fhillings jperlaft. 

■"*'' We kn6w of no other exemption from^ 
exdife, in favour of navigation, than that 'o£ f 
1 8h{e of augmentation, in, favour of bakdrs, ' 
wfao inake th£ bifcuit fdrthe fhips going' : 
to"&a, for their coiifum^tioh 'on board. 

*? Salt p r ay§five floriiis per ton, and iome 
augmentation. That whifh is employed in 
. *"; : .' ' / r faking 
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faking herrings, and other fifh, is exempt 
from this duty ; but there is fince impofed, 
from a half to two fhillings per head upon 
the crews, according to the different coUn T 
tries to which they are bound, as a duty 
upon their confumption of fait, 

" Thefe duties upon fhips, and their con* 
fumption, are very burthenfbme to the Dutch 
merchants, and prejudicial to that competi- 
tion which they have at prefent to fuftain, 
ih the trade of buying and felling, and upon 
freight, which is the firft bafis of it. 

" In the fyftem of taxes, limited to thefe 
duties, and the excife upon confiimption, there 
are in Holland two forts of fortunes, and 
whifch are the moft confiderable in the Re- 
public, which contribute nothing to the pub- 
lic expences ; becaufe thefe fortunes .are. out 
of the reach of taxes. For we are : not to re- 
gard as a Contribution to the public charge, . 
the duties of excife which are paid by mer- 
chants, and the proprietors of income jq the 
public funds of foreign nations. The mer- 
chants pay nothing to the ftate upon the 
product of the capitals which they circulate . 
in* commerce; nor the ftock-hojders upon . 
the income which they draw from fo- 
reigners ; "and yet if we calculate the ge- 
neral revenue 6? 'tfre nation, we fhall fititl 
Y % that 
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that thcfetjyo are the _moft,C9pfiderable»part f 
perhaps twp thirds of t)ie whole. 

" The public revenue qf a nation is, no 
other than,, a p^rt of its general, incQjx>ej 
whereof aU the branches ought to contribute 
to form the public revenue. Ajad it is a.moft 
dgfbrucHve evil in the form of taxation, whea 
the richeft branches of the general revenue 
contribute nothing to form the revenue of 
die public. Independently of the. permat- 
nent injuftice, which refylts from the ine~; 
quality of the divifion of the public dtftfes: 
among the citrus of the fame ftate, (the 
exemption from the impofts, enjoyed by tfes; 
fortunes of merchants, and of per ions enjoy- 
ing wealth in the public funds, of foreign q^ 7 
tions, throws all the burthen of the public . 
e^gences upon, the manufacturing, people, 
upcigi. indigence itfelf, and upon thofe defies, 
ofj?epple who are not able to bear it, and v 
muft i^eceflarily be very deftruftive tp the; 
welfare of the ftate. 

./','Thci duties upon the confamptipn; of; 
luxury, principally the heavy, ones, which 
enter only into the confumption o£ the.riqh^ 
fuch as thQ commodity of prime qualify* 
and the expenfive {hiffsof foreign maftufacr 
ture, are but a weak means of making the- 
the greateft fortunes,. and the greateft wealth, 

in 



H'Vtl V»"A J "' fa 

i&'tfte ft£fe, contribute ihaiijr proportion to 
the expences 6f the public; efpecially^in* a 
country where luxury is fo generally intro- 
duced, and where it is fb well known how 
f& r rc>c6ncile it with the greateft oeconomy ; 
dnd where, in fpite of the efforts of th? 
iftode and of luxury, few of the rich fpeiicl 
more than a third or half of their incomes." *" 
' " Let the declsimers againft luxury, ah"4 
thtffe who cottiplaitl without ceafihg among 
feme nations at peWbhal impofitidhs, and tKe : 
affbtlterinefs that accorripahies them, con* 
fider <rf the inconveniences which muft *eV" 
fofc here^ from an- exemption of fuch perfbhiT 
fr&ftV contributing to the public expences '? 
wh^^njoy three fourths of all the fortunes/ 
of the ftate ; an exemption, the evil of whicK 
retiders. ufelefs the greateft lources of the 
ptfVter of a ftate arid the iriduftry of a people 1 ! 
l^ii above all things, neceflary in a Repuh- 
Ite} that a fpirit and zeal for the welfare of 
the country, fhould fuggeft the means of ek- 
tindirig the taxes with a juft equality, and a. 
h4ppy proportion, as much as poffible; and 
that the weight of the public expences fhouH 
be laid upon all wealth, and particularly 
up6ii the greateft' wealth that exifts in the' 
£fet& It ca&not be improper, to fliew by] 
■ • • ■■ Y $ • way- 
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way of example, what is done in the city of 
Hamburgh. 

" There they make stfl the merchants 
contribute to the impofts in proportion to 
their pofleflions ; but the merchant taxes 
himfelf. ' He knows at the moment he is 
going to pay his tax, the wealth which he 
poflefles, and he makes his calculation, an4 
parries himfelf, or fends, in a bag fealed up, 
the fum which he impofes on., himfelf, an4 
which is received by four commiflaries or 
receivers, and put, in prefence of the perfon 
who brings it, into a cheft, without any one 

• being allowed to count if. It is eafy to per? 
peive the reafbn of this. No pejrfon can be 
received into that city to carry on any cem- 
pierce, without making oath of contributing, 
In confcience, to the expences of the ftate. 
We fee clearly, that by this form 'of im- 
poft x many men, who had no regard for re- 
ligion, might cheaply acquit themfelves o£ 
contributing to the public expences. Never- 
thelefs the good wfiigh refuks* from this 
form of taxation ? muft be much fuperior to 
the inconveniences which may accompany 
it, fince an administration, fo wile as that of 
Hamburgh, finds the advantages of this 

. form. If it is not the moft fure, it is at lea(J: 
, f}ie moft mild way of njaking unknown for- 

tune§ 
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tunes contribute to the expences of the ftatej 
and if there refults fbme inconveniences from 
this form of impbft, they ought at leaft to be 
preferred to the infinite evils produced froiQ 
entire exemptions. 

" 'The good adminiftration of the'finances^ 
the mod juft and moft exaft equality in the 
divifion of taxes, ought to be regarded among 
all nations, but efpecially in Holland, as it 
is one of the greateft and moft important 
means of prefer ving or increafing com- 
merce ; and it much imports all the nations 
of Europe, that Holland fhould preferve her 
trade, or ihcreafe it, if poffible, by new regu- 
lations, or by new efforts of national in- 
duftry. 

" The commerce of the Dutch confifts 
in buying the commodities and merchandize 
of the South, which they depofit among; 
them for making out aflbrtments for the^ 
North ; and the fame from the North for" 
the South. m They have eftabliihed among 
them the beft market in Europe, for the 
produ&s of the foil, and the induftry of the 
four parts of the word. Thus the iiiduftry 
of the Dutch confifts principally, and almoft 
entirely, in giving a value to the induftry of 
all other nations. The induftry of the 
Dutch is therefore extremely ufeful to air 
Y 4 other 
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other nations, and it imports them infinitely 
to perpetuate it. It is the very nature of the 
trade carried on in Holland, to eftablifh, 
among all other nations, an advantageous 
competition in their lales and their pur- 
phafes ; to fell for them, with the greateft 
eafe, and at the beft price, their fuperfluities ; 
and to procure them at the loweft price, 
whatever they want: this conftantly gives 
a new a£tivity to their indi^ftry, and multi- 
plies the means of their fubfiftanee,. This 
a&ivity, >vhich the P.utch give to the com* 
jnerce and induftry of all Europe, by their 
navigation, is animated and infinitely in-> 
creafed by the immenfe fum of credit, and 
the figns of wealth which they maintain, 
and which they circulate without ceaiing, in 
fll the places to which they trade.. This 
js fbme of the moft precious food that gives 
Ipirits to European induftry. This circula- 
tion itfelf is fo important, that if we fup- 
pofed it fufpended for only a year, in the 
. prefent fituation of the cominetce of Eyrope, 
^11 jnduftry would fall into an univerfal lan- 
guor ; the frpits of, agriculture, and, the ar.ts t 
would become a charge to their proprietors, 
;&nd the finances of the greateft part of thq 
power? of Europe, would nepefiarily be afr 
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fe&ed. T^ general welfare of all the indi- 
viduals, which compofe the great European 
family, requires the moft a&ive circulation 
of commodities .and merchandize. This 
circulation cannot be made but with the a£ 
fiftance of filvefr, which is the reprefefttative 
fign of all value ; but . as on one fide, filter 
cannot circulate itfelf but with flownefs, and 
on the other, as the fum of money, which 
exifts in Europe, cannot reprefent the tenth 
part of the value which agriculture and in- 
duftry continually produce, the genius of 
commerce has equally fupplied the flownefs 
of the circulation of filver, and the inef- 
ficiency of its quantity, by the figns of mo- 
ney, by fubftitutes, which reprefent it, 
where it is not ; and which exa&ly executes 
all its fun&ions. Now it is credit alone, 
that can produce thefe figns in the abun- 
dance neceffary for giving fb great an a&i- 
yijty to the circulation of products and mer- 
chandize ; and Holland furnifhes Europe 
with much more than half this credit. 

" We ought to confider likewife, the in- 
duftry and the commerce of the Dutch, in 
another point of view of utility, yet more im- 
portant. 

"The 
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" The' -equilibrium 6f totamerce is !#£ 
obje& Which ought mbft to occupy, at pre-' 
fent, the political genius of the nations of Eu- 
rope, It is by the efiablifhment and ihjg 
prefefvattion of this equilibrium, that each 
nation ought to take, in the fum of the ge- 
neral riches of Europe, the part which na- 
turally belongs to her fituation, to her pro- 
, duftions, and to her induftry. The general 
intereft of the commerce of Europe, is not 
only an enemy of all deftrudtion, but it fur- 
ther requires, that each nation be induftri- 
ous, and carry on with freedom whatever 
commerce (he can acquire. This liberty ex- 
tends itfelf here to navigation and legitimate 
commerce between all nations, without 
ftriking at the eftablifliments of commerce 
which belong to each nation in particular. 
It is in this, which confifts the equilibrium 
of the commerce of Europe, 

" No nation is fo much interested as the 
Dutch, in the efiablifhment and maintenance 
of this equilibrium of commerce. Con- 
nected with all the nations of the world, 
the nature itfelf of their commerce renders 
this equilibrium interefting and neceffary. 
They are, at the fame time, a commercial, 
nation, and a warlike and maritime power ; 

and 
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jtnd by reafon only of this national intereft, 
the other nations may regard this maritime 
po\yer as one of the great refburccs of Eu- 
rope, for maintaining the equilibrium of' 
£ ommerce ? and have a right to claim its ak 
frftance." 



CHAR 
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Of the Manners, Cuftoms, and Genius oftber 
Dutch. - 

I AM very fenfible, that it is an arduous} 
tafk for a perfon who does not make a* 
long refidence in a foreign country, to pro-0 
nounce upon thefe points with clearnefa and * 
accuracy ; but I fhall not pretend togivccal 
minute pi&ure of the Dutch manners, mltbdi 
contrary, I fhall venture no further than) {at.tr 
tempting to trace thofe ftrong diftindHans^u 
about which I had not any doubt ; andatthfeo 
fame time, minute thofe particulars, in wliicbq 
the writers of the laft age feem to be growaD 
obfolete. They might be, and fbme of tfaesneft 
certainly were competent judges, but tbifft 
nation itfelf is in various circumfkiwefca* 
changed. Nothing is more common thaitfo 
to read accounts, handed down from Writs* £ 
to writer, who copy one another with thd* ; 
minuteft attention, of nations,, the originals 
of- which, however like\ai*d. juftly difctai*;^ 
. ,^;,--.iv; ' are 
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arc i>ecdme as different from the prcfent in- 
habitants of the countries, as the French 
are unlike the Turks. 

It is true, that in all countries the climate 
has fuch an effe& upon the inhabitants, that 
fbme {hiking and diftinguifhing marks will 
be found in their characters, in all ngctt. 
Tacitus^ who was fb deep an obferver into 
men and manners, has given many touches 
of ehara&er in his accounts of the anticnt 
Germans, Gauls, and Belgae, which are al- 
raoft as applicable to the preftnt French f 
Germans, and Dutch-, as they were to the 
ahtient nations; although the invafions of the 
Northern kingdoms, upon the deftru£tion of 
thtf Roman Empire, made fb total a change 
in all the provinces of the empire, in arts, 
manners, languages, opinions, and in all 
other cireumftances. In a word, a new 
people appeared in Italy, France, England, 
Germany* and Holland ; and nothing there- 
foaecan be a ftronger proof of the great in- 
fluence of the' climate of a country^ upon the 
inhabitants* than to find the prefent people 
ofthofe countries bear, in many particulars, 
a {hiking refemblance to the antient inhabi- 
tant 

fitfethefe ftrong national chara&ers, which 
form the grand diftindtions between different 
• -.1 ■ nations, 
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nations, are not the bbje&s, I would wifh to 
expatiate pn ; fince their being fb ftrong is 
alone a fufficient proof, that the authors of 
preceding ages gave as juft accounts as any 
in the prefent one can do. Sir William 
Temple has given as judicious and fatisfac- 
tory an account of the Dutch, as they were 
in the laft age, as can any where be met with 
of any other nation ; indeed, that writer was 
poflefled of a truer philofophical fpirit than 
raoft of the authors of his age and country. 
All his works are equal proofs of penetration, 
integrity, and reflexion. 

If we form an idea of the Dutch in the 
laft age from his writings, and thofe of fbtae" 
other authors of credit, we (hall find a pecM 
pie, if I may ufe the expreflion, fcathet 
emerging out of a moft confummate national 
frugality, and beginning to enjoy the wealth" 
which they had been heaping- together for 
two ages : but in that gradual change, evfen 
luxury was parfimpnious ; it made ii<4iieb£ u 
thofe hafty, gigaAtic ft rides, with which it 1 
overwhelms a monarchy; its approach^ * 
were proportioned to the equality of the* R^« 
publican- government, * - ~*i v < 

In the prefent age, the Dutch are veiy* 
mjiqh changed; luxury has made is greats l 
pragrefs/as it can make in any country,' not s 

under 



upcUr .a monarchial government, and 4u 
which the landed eftates are not very confider- 
able. Thefe are two circumftances neceflary 
to the exiftence of that luxurious profufen^fs, 
which we fee in the great. kingdoms of Eu- 
rope. A court concenters all the great and 
ifjle rich men of a nation to one fpot ; theje, 
example and emulation become fpurs to evqry 
article of profusion, and all the refinements 
which attend great wealth, and a luxurious 
tup. of mind, are fure to be found ; but this 
wealth, or at leaft, a considerable part of it, 
muft refult from great eftates ; it is the pof- 
fefiflrs of them alone that can carry luxury 
tq i: the higheft pitch ; moneyed men, hp\*v 
eY&rgreat their fortunes may be, feldom or 
n^vfiif fly into that various round of expen- 
se diffipation. It is the men of great 
chafes that fet thfe example, and make the 
reft eager to follow them. 

A £kjveral reafbns are to be affigned for this : 
m^n, whole fortunes confift in "money, are 
ra/jely brought up in abfolute idlenefs, in 
HpUand fcarcely ever; they are , either- in > 
fboje trade, or fome lucrative poft, either of ' 
which, efpecially the former, gives them the ^ 
ideas #nd. the practice of an oeconomy, evetx 
in, their , extravagance, which men, born ftV- '. 
gr$at landed eftates, never knQw: afm^lt ^ 

attention 
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attention to any regular accounts, will, , iri 
general, keep a man from being boundlefsly 
profufe ; and this is ib generally true, that a 
very ingenious author remarks, that landed 
men, in all countries, are apt to fp6nd more 
than their incomes ; whereas moneyed , ones 
generally fpend lefs. Another circumftancci 
is, that few or no pofleflions in money, in. 
aiiy country, arife to (o confiderable an.*a- 
mount as eftates in land. An hundred, 
thoufand pounds is a very great fortune in< 
all the commercial counties of Europe to be.* 
made by trade, but it forms but a finaljL 
eftate in land; and where trade raifes one 
fortune much more confiderable than that , 
fum, land yields twenty ; from both which 
circumftances it follows, that the country , 
which does not abound with great eftates iij.; 
land j cannot well come to fuch excefs m* r 
luxury as that which does, 

Holland is one of thofe countries which. ,v 
contains no men of great landed eftates': the 
moft confiderable part of the people are en- 
gaged iii fome trade or lucrative profeffion : ''. 
they hardly know what a landed intereft is ; * 
lb that the number of idle perfons that are. ; 
rich, cohfifts almoft entirely of peoplp in', 
office, the military, and foreigners. Hence 
arifes that moderate degree of luxury, which -: : 

is 
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lis found in their principal cities, particularly 
the Hague, which is the principal place of 
expence and diffipation. Take a view of 
London or Paris, and you fee an immenfe 
expence, lavifhed upon foundations for every 
aft, and every means of enjoyment. You 
fee coftly operas, fplendid theatres, acade- 
mies, exhibitions, with fuch a variety of 
public diverfions, that it would puzzle an 
inhabitant to name them all. Every day 
rears new temples of pleafure, each more 
coftly than the former. But at the Hague, 
you fee very little of thefe fine doings ; they 
are expenfive in concerts and private aflem- 
blies ; but even in thefe, the cities named 
above far exceed them. There is a greater 
expence in mufic, lavifhed at London in one 
' fpring in concerts, than at the Hague kx two 
years. 

Refpe&ing great eftablifhments for the 
arts and theatres, and for public amufement, 
great cities, which are the refidence of a 
court, may naturally be fuppofed much to 
exceed the celebrated village of Holland. 
.The one depends very much on the admini£- 
tration of the fbvereign power ; the other, on 
the vaft concqurfe of people, crowded into 
otfe town, which muft inevitably occafion 

Vol.. I. Z more 
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mors e^pepfiye,and numerous -places of pub- 

jlc qiv^nton^ , r .. .\ ,...,«..,,.■ .• -t . 

Arid if we Xranfer the enquiry from " an 

* examination of the * public tefhmonies of 
luxury, to the private ones, we fhall find, 

. that the Dutch are equally below the excids 
of the great capit&Isof the Pritifli and^eiich 
"monarchies. There are few marks at tne 

* Hague of die devouring rprofiifion of luxury, 
\ which is every day to be feen in private Ta- 

milies at London and. Paris. Splendid em-r 

jfices, furiifthed %ith all the 'profufenjy&l>f 

expenfive elpgantee ; bands «6f domeftics M$re 

numerous* 'than thofe of fbme {<rfefetfa\ 

Prince's'; fiyeries \n which 'every expe^e <!>f 

cloathing Mi exhaufted ; tables Jpi^ad witff a 

\ profutloii of the choiceft eatables Eitfope can 

"afford; tfie whole world is ranfacked J for 

coftily wipes ; no expence *fpared in alf tne 

\ articles of clrefs, equipage, and ami^rnefft, 

J *aiiddib deep gaming ; part of the y^ar H>efit 

s 'in the country upon a plan as expieqfnfe as 

'the very excefs of a town life ; every \Ctiid of 

.ruraf improvement carried cm,, building,. 

gardens, parks, .lake*, temples, plantetiojis, 

.and all the variety of country aiiftrfei^pts. 

; ¥0 thefe pmay £e. added* fubfcriptiotis jtib 

^public diverfionj; patroajige to the arts;a»d 



:fc 
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learning, aiid an "hundred other ways of ex- 
hatifting the income of an imffienfe fortune. 
In comparifbn to fuch a fyftem of luxury, 
.It muft he confefled, that neither the Hague, 
libr any of the Dutch cities, prefent a fimi- 
"Jar fpe&acle; nothing in them carries fo 
profufe, fb luxurious a countenance; they 
have their luxury, but it is coloured in much 
milder tints ; nothing fb glaring, nothing that 
iews fucli an immenfity of wealth : and let it 
,«ver he remembered, that the d9gree of luxury 
Jiyill ever be regulated by the quantity of 
.money in that circulation, which is inde- 
pendent of neceffaries. This tteftin&ioii 
. will not give a -bad idea. of the ftate of luxury 
^ong the Dutch : you fee a very different 
people from thofe defcribed by the writers of 
Vthe laft-cenftury, but you do not fee the ele- 
~ jjaiTce, and expenfive profufion of the great 
/iribiiafchies of Europe, which at prefent 
'-ftiklce the principal figure. 
^'~ In their edifices, the people of large fortune 
in Holland are expenfive, but not magni- 
ficent. They build great houfes with im- 
lhenie apartments, but compared with the 
toohis of our Engti-ih palaces, they are but 
barns; and more wanting in the article of 
fitting up and : fihifhing, than can well be 
Conceived. In <he palaces of London, and 

Zz in 
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. in the nviia&f btife - feats whiqh; ornament: 'tMlr 
counties, there is to -be< found every exaction 
of tafttf and magnificence, ; directed by i the 
hand Of wealth and liberality ■. In Hollaud> 
the furniture is, what in England would be 
called handfbme, t*ut not to be, named, \rath 
that which ornaments the houfes of dur de- 
bility and rich gentry : here however detime 
cfbferve, that the national cleanlinefs of the 
Dutch, though by no means carried tot the 
iexcefs which the common people delight in* 
lenders their . apartments infinitely more 
pleafing than thofe which . in Italy- and 
France are ornamented in the mofti fiiperb 
rafte. We^certainly are not fo clean, as rthp 
fligheft ranks in Holland, but ' the mix&ure 
♦of neatnefe and decoration in our.houias>'px** 
ceed any thing we lee either in Holland, 
France, or Italy* -oil// 

, Thus, as far as public diverfions, eftabliihr 
ments of the arts, architecture, furnitnarfe, 
drefs, and equipage, &c. extend, we &nd 
there is no comparifon between the.grQat 
kingdoms of Europe and Holland ; 4 b#jfc.>k 
i-nuft not therefore be taken for granted, that 
all thefe thing?* in th^t .country, are con- 
du&ed in a mean, or totally frugal ftile^pr 
in the manner they were in the laft age. On 
the contrary, they are all in a much more 

elegant 
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elegant tafte ? 'gfedt improvements have been 
tfaade in alL A Jplainnefe and fimplicity were 
iw mrly found io; all thefe^ and a: humility, 
if! One may ib exprefs it, but now. & fhew and 
<dxpdtice is fpread through* chem, which 
ffteWr6, that they want nothing but the 
health to equal the greateft exertions of our 
*khett nobles. 

frli think the greateft expence,. confidering 
thfe ? obje& comparatively, in which the: 
'Dutch indulge, is that of the table ; for, in 
tfeei* entertainments* their tables are fpread 
inamoft elegant and plenteous manner, and 
itheir wines are much more numerous than 
dravcommon in France op : England, with 
yttt&XLS of equal fortune, or even of/fuperior 
--ante 9 -'and this I take to be their principal 
tfxpenfce. I have often feen four coUrfes, and 
^mbft J rich defert, at the tables of .peffons 
whofe income does not exceed four thoufarid 
pbufids a year Englifh : and let me remark, 
that? their courfes are not like ours, of eightor 
tew diflies each for a moderate company, but 
tof ! :*wenty-five or thirty. Plate is more 
Common at the Hague than would eafily 
fe£ fuppofed j for many of their rich nobility* 
and others retired from bufinefs, dr from 
office, eat bff very fbperb fenrices* 
<■■-' '^% >y • ■' " ■■■•The 
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-■ The nilmber of ^lmr)il^nefticahbiio^qift 
^itfal*^<^^//ta*hofe o£ perfbns^f fimitewt 
famine in $ranceio& Bnglahtbirr lo7tbeikfS&l 
Ctowitry^- woibavt whhiti:tib^i ;few:jr«wl 
diicontinued the abonDinable/cuflom pfij&& 
fering-them txk receive vails : from our t&ffltf 
pteiny ; bat- in France the : icuftom . jfeft costf 
tmues, and rooreftill in Holland: \> at &&igfe 
dinhet, I hate feed nokfs than feyenvSfe 

-tertdant8. • ■ * '/.;;,-•-'• > ;;;ocJ J"; 

; They make great feafk in Holland v&m} 
Certain cccafions, fuch a& weddings, therbii^ 
df a ion and heuy the arrival ofaibn orr&iertd 
frorti the Eift Indies, &c,; in : which th^j 
tttbatft w^ry i fpecies' of luxury tfceijg<fQf* 
tunes will allow them ta indulge io< >vlyw££ 
jfrefent at one of thefe feafts at Amftewfefls; 
where- 1 believe eight tabtes were four {tjflj^> 
covered^ arid each courfe above an hwdj®£ 
diflves. '■; : )cmh 

In England* people of confiderabloyfor* 
itmeS £re much divided between fh$ town 
and the country ; their hoofe at London^ aiyi 
-their feat in one of the bounties, form almoft 
• * : tontraft ; yet great expence is lavjfhed tin 
both. Gteat improvements in rural beatttibs 
are made ; the whole neighbourhood orna- 
mented; fine roads conftru&ed at a privalje 
exfifnce r or -from a private attention with 

Supporting 
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fttpporting the figure of their aoccftors, that 
have relided there tor ages, with proving 
hospitality, mixed ia this age with much po? 
htenefs, altogether, form a lyftem of living 
totally unknown in France: and, in HqV- 
land, the cuftom is neither fix extenlive, & 
beneficial, or {o magnificent. Country feats 
there are all compact fnug boxes, with hardly 
atoy appearance of command or territory 
about them ; much refembling, in that rei* 
p6&, the houfes our London citizens erefted 
twenty miles round the capital. They are 
fall neat, fmall, and with gardens of no ex T 
T.eflt, but with much dipt regularity ; every 
tfaihg in the tafte which England kne\y 
$fty years ago, but not quite ib txpeniiv^ 
-Ttey have too many fountains in. then*, 
which is as prepofterous in their cold, damp 
Country, as they are agreeable in the fujtry 
climes of Spain or Italy. * 

Relative to the accomplishment? and edu- 
ction of youth, the Dutch have followed the 
3?Vench pretty attentively, though with vi- 
tiations that are fenfible. The education,*** 
young men cpafifts in their colleger, anji 
<hen foreign travel, under German tutors;: 
«m their return home, they either gain fon>e 
feonourable and lucrative poft, or enter intp 
the army, .or go into foreign- jteryice, or lire 
Z 4 ^ 
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their young nobility >'£* of fee^brfbtt^^flurige 
3iftdi^)aidft«t i(tmtie ^^urthfe hiferior finks 
xfftfe ail tfery-ftnd ~of &ftdi*% • their ch*Mft*u 

t&iatn6 df their own >! urifaferfities, tfifetogh 
dbut for a yfe&r or two ; and rcither to'boB&af 
eat, thati for ai\f real advantage* Thetfiufcft- 
j bcr of men in counting houfes^ that havie hid 
>what they call a learned education is v&fy 
iigreat, bur then it (houJdbe remernfer&l, 
athat their 1 wniverfities being antient, ] W6H- 
i regulated upon the frugal ideas* of their ajA- 
Iqeft^rs ; there is not that variety of diffipatifcm 
2jan4 t e^pene^ which is the difgraee arid iaane 
j/pf,tho(e : of , Oxford, and Cambridge : a yowqg 
xjmain, defigned for trade, may be? ventux^diito 
yj^yden or Utrecht, without other 'daagfer 
r$\m giving him fuch a relifh for literature, 
yj$ito> induce^ him afterwards in the eounting- 
Jj£>yife to think of other books : than ?thef jo^r- 
^pal and j^dger ; but at our universities, the 
\j^n>,who defigns his fbn for a.merchant^lj^d 

Jpett^r h?ng him than fend him to them : (he 
jac^uires fuch a tafte of extravagance, as to be 
^utterly unfit ever after for the prudence and 

opponomy of trade; nor is this all,, for tfce 

Morals of the youth are incomparably pu*er 
ijat.the Dutch univerfities, than the £ngiifh 
..,? ; . ,'* : ; ..-.••• ;. • . ones; 
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iswio^whwb^.Iianiift-own^.areJittle better 
itfc&ii ieroifia^e* >#£ vice. 

j.nlt U aftpnifhin^ that a new fyftem is not 
.- introduced in England,, for > educating fuch 
^jjuawth as are not designed .for fine gehtle- 
t«nfcn ; for the ions <?f thofe parents who wifh 
: f» > prefef ve the- morals of their children , • as 
Swell as their Latin and Greek. The pretest 
v«nethod is diametrically contrary to it ; one 
( ^f the principal fchools in the kingdom is in 
ithe capital, and the boys lodged at private 
, hollies ; and this is an early introdudtion to 
fmttthe vice of London. Inftead of this, I 
swoiutd have a fchool in as felitary a place as 
gpwrffible ; tiever in a town, or eVeh in a great 
otriliage, but in 3 retired fpdV to keep thim 
■ifjmtd* the mifchiefs which thfe capital every 
-moment prefents to their age 1 / It is talking 

very* extravagantly to fay, that as the bdy 

-m«ft- afterwards live in the world, he there- 

Jlfore'- (hould experience it from the begin- 

^flftig ; bfcCaufe his gaining a knowledge of 

^tfhe* villainies pra&ifed in that low life, to 

} ^vhich childreh naturally ruin for anviife- 

^iherit, tan never be of any utility to therii in 

l ifee 'world ; not do I know of any Advantages 

"glided, from his being p- ■ d by twelve 

; yicS*fr fcld: ? Thfe! fame rtile fhotfld be followed 

fli-Gollege ; inftead of crowding them all to- 
gether 



getkci^ and formii^ ^gf«? ^>WI^ I wo^M 
have them fingle, and in the coui^y^0tfj£ 
1kto^*dv&K^o$nh& *U«kJ< t^ the tik^ 
i^:ftiDm-fc^t| eyw« conftitilf^njj^ tff '<*4* 

Itoiwiiig C^tkges muft exhibit; and whic^ 
wilt generally b6 m proportion to the ahii&s 
fegr of fhem, and the fize of theltowhXtfl 
whieh they are fituated. Yfcufih at Gtelkg^ 
fltouldipend their time in ibady andifctir&P 
tfofe;- btit what reereattoii {>raper fop rh^tttf 
3de* : %■**«*« yield? Do not the ftdjafe&ij* 
ffeld*, 'SetRtttftw, oar *fti^^ f €»hib^%^^ 
fetter fce»^ o^^amulcttfiftt^ t& htzS&tM* 
ffaa&b%-e#k&w*fak hsalfh^ad ke^th&« 
^*ea^liv4y* vV; '"*-- :;;t - js 4 o:5 

£• iF<>r ycMlftg faeri* whether educated AtC&fc 
Ufr& or itt|^iv«e, Holland abounds *Wt A 
$5tttt*erdu$ rafters, who te*ch the po&td 'tetf* 
*f6tfes, fe<& as the French tongue, danch&g^ 
feftring, mufic* and the living languages; '-'all 
WHich are eafijy learned at the Hague, iftdi 
iWerfcl of their cities; and they are in jgenetel 
£b*d of thefe accomplifhments. Their 
daughters ate moft affidqoufly educated itt 
$em, even with more attention, I thinks 
fortune coniidered, than in England. AM the 
Women in Holland, of any fathipn, drefs, 
"■',• ■.'•'"• ; "'■ ■■ tatA> 




t4&, 7 and afie& vwy-w^kitta fnannem?o# 
$&ft : Freach*.: - ^ii r., :-,-, .r.[^n:> .'i:r ; t :vr,rf 

t^i^ itf adi^ Repuh]^> -whofe: p«>j&ierhave ;& 
f been famous jfor. their frugality aad «**+ 
a; knowledge and : ac^aiatatice witl$ 
4^jt^^:^nibeinfl>ments of life* which hix* 
^ly.h^sipcead through Europe, iswaafcingy 
Qj^jJiq contrary* tho' the. Dutch are alrooife 
Rifely changed, their frugality is yet mart 
Itt&pnal than any where elie ; hut it is coo* 
$fiq$<riQ the lower claff^3y Of to .people ©£ 
|tg^JJ f fprtune ; but among the f\*perior rauk& 
$tt$tthe rich, I knpw h$*dlgr my country 
^h^fothey fpend their moaejr «wre ■; freest 
to pafs their time agreeably* a&d epjogr 
s^fjjtfver, their, rank and fertile entitles 
jfcppi to. . . . You (ee every where^rood hpufesj 
m^lfwiinihedi plentiful and elegant tabl^j 
J&€p& numerous fervants, equipages as. com* 
fijpn as elf^where, rich drefies, with fomd 
£ft{i>lic diver (ions; and in the educatioa-oJf 
jtfoeif children no expence fpared. In a word* 
jfQU view not, only all theconveniencieskof 
life* but thofe; improvements, thofe refits* 
jaents, which rich and luxurious . ages onljjr* 
know; ■■.■'■••.-... - 

Reipefting the, temper and difpofitionof 
thepeopk, I lhall not, by any means pre- 
tend 
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tend to analyle them. It is at leaft an in- 
vidious talk, even in travellers who refidelong* 
in a country, and much more fb in one that 
makes lb Ihort a ftay : I lhall therefore only 
remark, that I obferved a great variety of 
chara£teR,«ajfid, at whiclv'l ami not furpf ized ; 
for the vaft number of foreigners of all na- 
tions and ranks., who refide in Holland,, ijauft 
jsrtainly take off much from the appearance 
of. the uniformity of national character. 
However, the Dutch are certainly a valuable 
people, and in general, poflefling as mftn^ 
igobd qualities as any of their neighbours* 
j^laey are friendly and fincere, and the fctfttcjp 
rsar^ksi have apolitenefs and an unaffe&ed eafH 
wMch^ render /them very ^ agreeable. N© 
.whexeareto be: found more learned meiv©f 
ifoch a* ! haver feen mor6 of -the world, >aridt 
ii Joed at Jaft in Holland. Literature i& much 
^oftjitivatedr and the preffes of this -country 
:OT#>wnazingly numerous, for' they print fcdsk 
A tip»B»..of. all-. the- capital books,, (and maivjr 
iBthers) that are printed in France, Germany* 
fftaly? or -England ; arid though it is often 
&m& with views of exportation and : trader 
Ijfet it jferves to Ipread a general knout-* 
JJbdge and taile for literature and the fci** 
$ gores. < : • . ■ 
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^ C H A P. XII. 

Cdfifiderations ' on the Prefent State of tBk 

' Power, &c. of the Republic , and her Q>ti± 

iriexJons with the other Nations of Europe J* 

IR William Temple remarked, nrorp , 
than a century ago, that the Dutch h*£ 
pafied the meridian of their trade ; and froiii 
the events of the laft fifty years* nothing- tis 
tftfbre evident than the declenfion of tfceir 
power. In the middle of the 1 laft century 
they Were a match at feai for the combined 
fleets of France and England? but iti thb 
fticceffive war, their navy wasmuch fu&k^, 
«ftd in that of 1741, their maritime fort* 
waa not comparable to that of England. 
At prefent, it is quite fttnfc, if we colifidft: 
•it as the fleet of the Republic^ which, jdinift 
with 1 England, was called a maritime powefr. 
That they have a fleet cannot be denied, but 
the (hips are very few in number, in very bad 
order, and fcarcely any force ready for real 
iervice ; fo that we may fafely fpeak of it, as 
an annihilated marine. It is true, they have 

vaft 
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tte^intfy^Hlltiarcd o&e£ a^des; 7 ^ $£« 
? |b^entihim'WHat trade employs, are liecfefc 
^&ry> and mtift be kept regularly, or a pb#> 
erful fleet will never be cdnfHtutecJ. ;Tfic 
^tharine of England cofts an itnmenfe an- 
«ittMl film, anctyet the belt judges of it affeii, 
^i*e areiniicfi too fparing in" out* e£p^ce£1jh 
^tif but m :, HWfejrd r the expence of the liS^y 
^fo retfi^dhea and curtailed, tfeat "It'ls 

f i i ^5 S * n ^te£ fcf their iM&nnd is a ^bft 
» impolitic totttft»ft in the 1)&A yr^B^a 



^rtSdirtg power to rely tiiarelvti its feKd 
'{Jbrces, thin oh its navy , is fucH siHfrfaittf a- 
*#6h* that riothing but *' : Ve^' : ftvodjr£^ 
f ^irip!e6fcion of affairs among it$ L lielghbotfi^, 
%m prevent extreme ill coiifeqiiences 1 ^!- 
^lowmg. During the laft SVar, -tho^EHtf&i 
**frere< driveft into * an open ; vioiatidn o^tlh&ir 

treaties with England, by' rbfufihg to l£Hd 
Afce focGcnifs agreed on by treaty ill rafe o£ 
: a^ threatened invafionpf Britain ;by Fran<&. 
l TheReptihIic depends oh ; the forte bf h6r 

land troops, andoyet is governed by Fretteh 
?^uncils j ttot Scqitx affection v^btit throtigb 
S- ■■■—.• fear. 
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/four. France ha$ little to fear irqra her ang^r, 

.and therefore {rallies her without qerqmaryr ; 

Jbut this would not be the cafe, if Holland 

Vfzs poflefled of a formidable marine; ihe 

j^BKH^d treat the Republic with, more refped, 

-if an hundred fail of the line of Dutch {hips 

could, at at a fhort warning, be added to the 

. fleets of England. 

mf The Dutch army has generally proved 

insufficient for their defence hi a land war, 

,*vbereas their fleets have, more than once, 

,jjbrought them off in triumph, and concluded 

.their quarrels to their advantage. Their 

very being depends on the profperity of their 

fjtrade, and of what avail are their armies in 

^defence of that ? In the invaijion of *6j4 f 

rwhen the proud monarch of France kept 

^\$ court at Utrecht, their army was of vetfy 

fittle confequence ; but at that dangerous 

;£$w, it was not ib with their fleet; rjt*e 

Putch were rfeafters at fea f or, at lead, fafc 

$ torn great dangers. France had no force to 

,-oppofe them on that element, whereon all 

; trade is carried on. 

*. : . But let us look to future events, again# 
.whom can Holland ever want to arm ? Cer- 
tainly *gainft none but landed enemies or 
/naval ones : probably, againft either Eng- 
land, thitotsgh a jeakwfy of trade, and ?he 

domineering 
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domineering difpofition of France ; or againft 
France, through the felicitations of England, 
or the impoflibility of complying with rh& 
demands of France* In either of thefe cafes, 
the Republic would find that ftrength by 
(ea would be of the moil ufe to her* Of 
what avail would her army be againft Eng- 
land ? In the prefent condition of hei: navy, 
(he would be utterly ruined by the (hipping 
of Britain, that is, (he would have all her 
trade deftroyed, and would probably lode 
feme of her colonies and iettlements, at kaft 
fuller iminenle lofies. In cale of a war with 
France, her trealures, joined with thofe of 
England, would be able to defend her by 
land, through the aiiiftance of the merce- 
nary forces, and her fleets might be let • 
looie on the French trade and iettlements* 
to their deftru&ion, if they joined an hun- 
dred tail of the line to the marine of Eng~ 
gland; and which, in good politicks, they * 
ought to be able to do, their vaft trade cou- 
fidercd* 

But in anftver to all this, it is (aid, ao4 
in part juftly, that that the revenues of 
Holland are io deeply mortgaged, th*t their 
government is absolutely precluded from 
all expcnlivc undertakings ; and that, as to 
a rcuovatioa of their marine, to any effec- 
tual 
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tUftl purpofe, it is a bufinels rtuch beybnd : 
their power : there is fbme truth in this, but 
not to ip great a degree as aflferted by many 
peribns who make ufe of the argument. 
The arrangement of the ftate expences is 
not formed according to the real intereft of 
the country; their army, on" Comparifon 
with their navy, is too great ; and there is 
a negligence and intereftednefs crept into 
their finances, which cramps them in all 
their operations. It is the opinion of many 
very fenfible, as well as candid perfbns 
among them, that if their navy was once 
more the principal objedt of their attention, 
wfch a fpirited, aftive, and difinterefted 
adminiftration, that their ftate would have 
it Well in their power to reftore their ma- 
rine, if not to fo high a pitch of profperity 
as ih the middle of the laft century, at leaft, 
to be extremely formidable to the combined 
fleets* of France and Spain, and refpedfcble 
even to the potent marine of England. 

Confidering how natural a naval force is 
to fb 'great a trading power, I do not think 
this opinion has any thing extravagant ih it. 
Their finances well- managed, would allow \ 
it, • and at the fame time, keep a refpe&able 
body of troops in pay, but upon a reformed 
fyftem. It is true, the Republic is much iu 

Vol. I. A a debt, 
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debt, but thsn they have a cuftorn (which* 
would at quqe overturn our public credit) of 
taxing the principal aud the intereit too; but 
the grand, ohjeft in fuch exertions is favour- 
able tp thefrt ; the expending a great part of 
their revenue, in the channel raoft confiftent 
with their real interefts, and according to the 
inclinations and the wifhes of their fubje&s ; 
money generally goes very far, and is well, 
fpent, when it is done under fuch circum- 
fiances. 

France has had a remarkable prevalence in 
thp coqntyls of the Republic fince the . l»ft 
campaign of Counts Saxe and Lowendihl. 

* This has been evidently owing to ? fear of 
being overrun by the armies of that monajr-. 
chy; but fuch a radical fear, which is like 
a dubious cxiftence, fhould be ihook pff by 
a ibvereign ftate ; for a dependance ou the. 

♦ will of a neighbour is miferable politics, 
and little lets than being fubje<5^ to it. If 
any power is great enough to demand this 
attention, it approaches lb near to an ablb- 
lute lubje&ion, that any meafure is prefer- 
able; the exigence of fuch a formidable; 
power, is argument fufficient to oppole it, 
and endeavour to reduce it, by alliances and. 
military operations, to a conditio^ lefs 
haughty. This was the wife conduct of the 

Dutch' 
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from France ; but this is only a fuperficial ar- 
gument, it has nothing real in it : they muft 
know very little of the trade of Europe, who 
aflert* that the growth of the British commerce 
is proportioned or occafioned by the decline of 
that of Holland. The great inereafe of cpm~ 
merce in England, arifes almoft totally from 
her colonies and fettlement^, in which fhe 
by no means rivals the Dutch ; even in .the 
Eaft Indies, the great growth of her com- 
pany has nothing in it detrimental to that 
of Holland. - The real rivals of the Dutch 
in trade are, Firft, the general fpirit of com- 
merce, lately diffufed through all the coun- 
tries of Europe, and which has deftroyed 
much of her carrying trade. Secondly, the 
fife and inereafe of commerce at Hamburgh, 
and the Hanfe-Towns, and, ii> general, 
among, the northern kingdoms, who, in 
many .articles, underfell the Dutch in .their 
own trade. Thefe are the c$ufes which 
have operated moft againft th£m, and not 
the competition of England, any more, than 
that of all their other neighbours. The 
vaft commerce once carried on by Holland, 
was infinitely owing to the negligence and 
backwardnefs in trade of all the other na- 
tions in Europe : while they were the car- 
riers, and had the commifiions of all Eu- 

. rope ; 
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rope ; \vhile Amfterdam was the only great 
general magazine in the world, no wonder 
their nation grew gr^at by trade ; and it is 
as little lurprizing, that, after their neigh- 
bours' have found out their interefts better, 
their great commerce fhould decline. 

England, therefore, is by no means 
their rival in trade, fmce the profperity of 
l$er commerce ariies.from fburces extremely 
'different from any that ever flowed in favour 
of the Dutch; to oppofe that neighbour, 
therefore, by fubmitting to the imperial 
dictates of France, can never be for the true 
tntereft of their country. France, by land, 

. is much more than a rival to them ; ths 
threatens their very existence as an indc- 
pendant ftate : it is not by negotiation, that 
ffie brings them into her meafures, but by 

• the terror of her encampments. This is in- 
confiftent with the freedom of the Republic ; 
and an acquiefcence with fuch violent rc- 
quefts, will, by degrees, pave the way for 
more minute CQmmands, 
, As to the profpe&s in future of the Re- 
public, they are not difficult to conjecture at, 
for they are folely dependant on her trade. 
The country of the Seven Provinces is too 
poor and inconfiderable to fupport the peo- 
ple, much lefs to maintain their power 
A a % and 
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«i4;iodepeift<ianpe,; all f*e$$$ions> therefore* 
<!>%k:'t\ie 'duration of th^ir Republic, - iwft 
tuni mi that jQf their eomjhefCie^ As$o/the , 
events of mth&fy ppperatiorts, they muft.be 
thrown out of the queft'ron ; not tfhat tb#re 
is any, even the leaft probability of her fate 
being decided by them^ whether; £bq (Con- 
tinues abfolutely neuter, or oppofes that of 
.France ; for that monarchy is now fut^k l#o 
low to create any longer in -her neighbours 
any fears about their indepeaii<iency, •pro- 
vided they follow the di£tates of their infereft 
in oppofipg her. >■ ,.-.■ 

I cannot agree with thofe writers, who 
predict an early downfall of the Dute;h .com- 
merce. I think, on the contrary, that it 
may continue in the degree it is in at pre* 
lent, for fome ages; and my reafons for 
thinking fo, are as follow : They have,! for • 
,fome years, flood the oppofition of as fevere 
& competioiv as can ever happen to them> 
For twenty or thirty years paft, all Europe 
has been eager to* get as much trade and m&- 
fnufaftures as poflible ; the commerce of Eng- 
land has riien to a pitch beyond which it 
can fcarcely mount much higher; that of 
: France has certainly feen its moft flourilhing 
days;, for thofe, who are beft acquainted 
with the n*an\»fa&ures af the French^ aflert* 

- : that 



that they are much declined, 'and that thty 
can never arrive 1 at the profperity which 
they bnce enjoyed. Now neither 6f the na- 
tions which, Holland excepted* poflefs the 
greateft trade of Europe, have ever befcft. 
able, in their moft profperous days, to fuc- 
ceed the Dutch in their carrying trade: their 
commerce has been all of a different nattire^ 
that people, consequently, can have no fears 
in future, of the rivalfhip of a declining com- 
merce. Hamburgh and the ilorth do them 
ibme mifchief by carrying on that com- 
merce for themfelves, which formerly the 
Dutch executed for them ; but as to their 
gaining a fuperiority in their general traded, 
it was never dreamed of; and as to the 
other powers of Europe, they are of no 
confequence in the enquiry. 

Thus we find, that the general rivaMhip df 
the Dutch, has confifted in little more than 
their neighbours buying and felling of one 
another, infiead of letting the Dutch 
navigation come in between ; this they 
have ft renuou fly endeavoured to do, atltF 
have, in part, fucceeded in ; but take } a 
view of the commerce of Holland, and ymi 
will lee, that even in this age, while all 
the powers of Europe have been (o eager in 
matters of trade, that the Dutch, though 
they have fuffered much, are by no means 
A a 4 - driven 
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,i&ivj?n mtifeiW&li ev^iia^this poiat^ the 
buying and felling trade, they poflefs at pre* 
^t^ittggb. gjore than all the reft of Eu- 
k $opfe pflt together. So difficult is it, with- 
out very great changes in war or politicks, 
;to overturn an cftablifhed trade. The ad-* 
^vanteges of great flocks, experience, plenty 
pf Shipping, and numerous manufa&yres, 
.will drive on a trade, when almoft every 
, other circumftance feems adverfe, 
;■ But the buying and felling trade is not 
the moft material part of the Dutch conir 
merce, their fifheri^s are of much more 
-importance; ^nd inthefe, they are, com- 
paratively fpeaking, without a rival; thcfe 
/bring in immenfe riches to the ftate, fuppoSrt 
& vaft population, and. provide a certain and 
* independent market for very many of the 
r J>eft manufa&ures in Holland. Befides this 
> material branch of trade, they pofl'efs anpr 
T jher, in which they are totally unrivalled, 
; and which is an effential part of their Eaft . 
., India commerce, the fpices. In the Weft 
•ftndies, they have lome flouriftiing colonies, 
jmd in the Terra Auftralis Incognita, they 
&ave a fheet anchor to avail themfelves of, 
.when all other refources fail. The mention 
».pf this great unknown continent, reminds 

-'-'•• - '■-• m§ 
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be omitted. ■.•-:•'. " ;-: i! ^ *^ j^vi/dr 
. I hiadb fevml enquiries* at Ai&P&rd&tib, • 
concerning the 'general ideiS^irt Hofltttfi 
of that continent, and what was-fiippofedifc 
be the national plan with relation to* it. ' "I 
found the Dutch univerfally efteemed it* at 
belonging entirely to themfelves, but feemfed, 
at the fame time, to admit, that other 
powers had pretentions to parts, which might 
prevent them from openly taaking ^ood 
their claim* Parts of this country, thdy 
efteem a national objedt, of more importance 
than any other ; and I found, they think it 
better known by the government of th&r 
Eaft India company, and confequently by 
the States General, than by any other ad- 
rhihiftration in Europe. Much' intelligence 
they feem to have received, concerning tfte^ 
prefent ftate, quite unknown to the reft^bf 
the world. Certainly there have been, ev£n 
within thefe ten years, feveral (hips fkit 
from Batavia on difcoveries, which hitVe 
. efcaped the bufy Gazette politicians through- 
out Europe. The event of the difcoverfes 
was kept, in general, as fecret as poflibte, 
under the malk of giving out, that nothing 
pf moment was* feen or difcovered, and^a 
pretended regret at an ufelefs expence : of 

;this, 
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tjbis,- however, fome failors gave very dif- 
ferent accounts, and Several citcumftances 
;»?cre whifpfered m India, tvhich feemfid to 
(peak the diicovery of feveral iflands of imj- 
menfe extent, very populous in inoftenfive 
lavages, and perfectly rich and fertile ; and 
#rhat- much confirmed thefe reports, was the 
^ifpatch of other fhips, which did not carry 
the appearance of regretting the expence of 
tlbefirfh 

: y Upon the whole, it is fuppofed, that the 
company has difcovered feveral tracks of in- 
£hite. importance, not only to ; trade, but 
ibr colonization, add which may turn out 
of amazing confequence to Holland, in cafe 
it is ever found neceflary to have recourfe 
to new objects to fupport the trade and 
commerce of that Republic : it is iuppoied* 
that the company have a&ed, in the whole 
affair, under the dire&ion of the govern- 
ment ; and that the particulars will' be kept 
iecret, till a proper ufe can be made of fueh 
<Lifcoveries. 

..•Tit has been a matter acknowledged by the 
beft voyage writers, geographers, and hif- 
torians, that the exiftence of a great fbuthem 
continent, or many vaft iflands, as large 
^s'the continent, could not. be diiputed; 
and we have been informed alfo, from the 
J£ . minutes 
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minutes of various: circumnavigators, *hiat 
the productions of feme ; p&rts i of thofe vaft 
tracks, were as rich as thofe -of. any oth^r 
part of the world..- This indeed is perfectly 
confident with . reafcn ; for a, country that 
extends almpft to the line, muft be pofiefied 
of all thofe rich productions, common tm 
{imilar latitudes : is it not therefore amazing, 
that other powers of Europe, who are a£ 
prefent fe warm in the ftruggle for trada, 
fhould not have thought of eftablifhing co* 
lonies or fettlements in feme of thefe un- 
known regions ? Many tracks of thefe fourth 
ern countries may, probably, contain fuch 
rich commodities;, and would admit of the cul- 
tivation of fuch valuable productions, as might 
be of more importance iira fettlernent* than 
twenty of thofe little objects in Europe about 
which we are fo felicitous; nor can we refle& 
on the forbearance of the Dutch without fur* 
prize. On what principal is it) Upon what 
plan do they conduct themfelves ? To what 
end do they point ? Why do they negic& 
thefe great difcoveries, till they meet with 
fuch misfortunes, that they muft be 
looked on as a dernier refource ? Is a nation 
in fuch a fituation able to make life of* or 
to defend new acquisitions ? 

It 
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r It much imports the Dutch to refle£, that 
their Republic arofe to the higheftf pitch of 
grandeur, in the midft of the moft adventur- 
ous expeditions. While they were involved 
;at home in the miferies of perpetual quarrels, 
and defending themfelves in a long 1 war 
againft their old matters, the Spaniards, they 
ventured into diftant regions and unknown 
.leas ; they made numerous difcoveries, and 
paany conquefts in the Eaft Indies, laying 
the foundation of that power, which has 
iince fo much furprized all the powers of the 
Eaft. At a time when it was thought im- 
.poflible for them to defend themfelves, they 
adventured upon a thoufand hazardous ex- 
peditions. It was an age of enterprize and 
Keroifm ; while all this iteming extravagance 
continued, their Republic flourifhed in an 
unexampled manner; trade was perpetually 

upon the incrcafe, nothing could fatisfy the 
Jpirit of their induftry; while a commerce 
was rifing, which much exceeded that of the 

!greateft kingdoms, they were not fatisfied, 
But adventured further, and undertook a 
number of important expeditions, which, in 
this age, would carry the appearance of ro- 
mance. It was this fpirit of enterprize that 
laid the foundation of all their trade in the 

' Eaft Indies ; and let it ever be remembered, 

that 
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that ftom the time it died, 'thteti' commerce 
declined. ' ' '*" 

While they were upon the increafe ki 
trade and profperity,' they niver conlidereS 
whether they had trade enough ; on the corf* 
trary, they ever fought after more, and ad- 
ventured boldly ih queft bf it. It was this 
fpirit that created trade. But fince ihfy 
have been upon the decline, and have bt6h 
guided by poorer ideas, we have feen notfe 
of this fpirit exerted ; but in proportion is 
'their commerce has fallen, they have bfeteh 
carefu} to fmother all fuch enterprizing fpi- 
rits ; to damp the noble ardour, which fired 
the founders of their Republit, and to reft 
fully fatisfiedwith what a more ignoble fafe 
decreed them. They have, for more thaii 
an age, been well fatisfied with that degree 
of trade which their neighbours, in the Or- 
dinary courfe of buiinefs, left them. It vtaif 
therefore very plain, that they would make 
no advances ; for thofe who are willing to 
ftand ftill, are not likely to pufh beyofld 
mediocrity. If their principles were juft, 
upon which they firft negle&ed the profecu- 
tion of enterprizes, and the difcoveries of 
new fources of trade, they ought immedi- 
ately to have reftored that animating ipirit 
when they found themfelves on the decline, 

which 



1 



$66 TRAtyfrLS THROUGH 

which is more than an hundred -year9 agtf, 
The moment that fuch a fufpicioi brokfc 
forth-, they: fhould have routed* the latettt ar- 
dotwr, which once carried them to- enterprise 
and conqueft. Then was their time for 
making every effort of this kind to rake neto 
fources of 4 trade, to anfwer thdfb which 1 the 
competition among their neighbours in Eli-* 
rope began to undermine. 

: Nothing can be more contrary to the {pi- 
nt of enterprize and difcovery, than the pa- 
cific difpofition, of the Dutch for many years 
laft paft. I will venture to fay, that nothing 
is -affiore contrary to the genius of trade. 
Their commerce arofe and flourifhed in the 
midft of inceffant war ; it falls in the midft 
of; perpetual peace. Difcoveries, of the na- 
ture which I have been mentioning,. might 
reftore it to its original profperity. The 
prefent markets for Dutch manufactures; $re r 
every where hurt by the competition of thejr 
neighbours ; but in the populous regions of 
the South, new ones of the moft advantage* 
ous nature might be opened, in which no 
rival fhip could prejudice them. I cannot 
underftand the arguments, that are ufed 
agarnft their accepting what is fo lijberally 
offered them. But to return : 

All 
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All the& 3rtkk& of tra^e, of -which tko. 
Republic, is yetrin a flourifhiug pofleflion, ap-, 
pear to he fufi^cient to infuro her againft ttwtt 
ruLp, which fome authors are fo ready to den 
nounce. They do not properly confider the • 
importance of that eftabliihed indulkj? 
'which is found in Holland : nothing is more 
difficult than to oppofe and rivaLa nation* 
long fixed and eftablifhed in all the- articles'', 
that copftitute a great trade. The jfeverU, 
advantage? which I have juft named, all. 
unite to favour, in an high degree*, the ge*i 
nerjil commerce of Holland, by filling the? - 
Rational magazines with a variety of com- 
modities no where elfe to be had ; this give* . 
her an advantage, in the preparing aflbrtrc 
ments of all commodities, well known by"; 
the nations long in trade. It is of the na-i 
ture of the trade, carried on by the European; * 
companies in the Eaft Indies, in which the, » 
Dutch have a greitf advantage from themo< 
nopoly of fpices ; this gives them a fuperim 
ority to other people in every article they deal a 
in. 

Another great advantage to Holland, is the, 
nature of the countries which may be 
reckoned their principal rivals in trade. 
England and France are fertile and exteiifive* 
kingdoms, which have an objeft of much 

greater 
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greater imppiJaace than commerce, which 
is r agriculture ; and of courfe, ' they cannot 
give that entire attention to the concerns of 
trade, which laid the foundations of the 
Dutch Republic. Inhabiting a miferable, neg- 
lected fpot, which almoft lets culture at de- 
fiance, and foil of cities, towns, and villages 
almoft crowded upon one another, the 
Dutch found themfelves under the neceflity 
of applying to the fea for a fubfiftance. 
Fifheries and coihmerce, in fiich circura- 
ftjnces, throve wonderfully ; the number o£ 
their failors increafed amazingly; and their 
potts were jprefently furrounded with docks 
for building fhijJS ; until they came to pot- 
fcfs more of -that manufa&ure, if it maybe 
fo called, than all the reft of Europe put to- 
gether. This quick progrefs was much oc- 
cafioned by the vaft number of people 
crowded into a fmall barren fpot. But 
France and England, being in every thing 
different, and although they could raife a very 
confiderable trade in their products, and par- 
ticularly in the fupply of their colonies, could 
never gain that great general commerce of 
buying and felling, freighting and commif- 
(ion, which the Dutch fo long pofleffed, and 
do yet pofldfs (o much more of than any 
other country in Europe. 

The 
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The other rivals of Holland Have no 
thaitce of equalling that country in com- 
merce ; Hamburgh is without an Eaft India 
company, and has no colonies ih the Weft 
Indies, bsfides cdrtfifttng of a fingle weak 
town • And thepowers of the North cannot, 
in the nature of things, make any greater 
advance thah fupplying themfelves with 
their imports, and exporting pretty much in 
their own bottoms ; and even this, they will ' 
not be able fully to accomplifh : fo that we 
may Venture to fuppofe, that the Dutch 
have experienced as dangerous a competition 
as any they have reafon to expedh 

An allowance, however, I am fenfible, 
fhould here be made, for the evils which 
multiply, when a nation, tends more to de- 
cline than profperity. When they are ad- 
vancing, every accident almoft is favourable, 
every limb of the body is vigorous and ac- 
tive, nothing hurts ; but there is an increat 
ing corruption in a declining ftate, which no 
remedies can cure. This is a truth with the 
iDutch ; but then it is alfo a truth with every 
nation on the globe. It is now the cafe 
ftrongly with their neighbours the French ; 
it was the cafe with their old matters, the 
Spaniards ; and probably will be the event 
in the hiftory of all other people. Such ef- 

Vol. I. B b fefts, 
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fe£ls, which.,are in common with all other 
countries^ are qot to berealoned upon^ \ve 
Can only exartiirie the probability of thole 
events wfricti depend upon tliemfelves. ^ 

; The patch are yet, moll certainly, a coii* 
fiderahle people ; and though not upon the^ 
increafe, yet very flourifhing. In polfefliqn 
of much more trade, all things compared,, 
than any nation in the world ; they are more 
- populous than any country in Europe ; aiu| 
continue to give that general prote&ion and 
reception to all who will refbrt thither* 
They arq wealthy ; and though burdened 
with, public debts, yet are formidable, if 'they 
exert themfelves. They are in this fituation 
at a time when they have long ftood a yib- 
lent "competition in trade with all their neigh- 
bours. That competition cannot probably* 
be carried further ; it is not eafy therefore to 
aflign any good reafbns for their fbotf decay* 
ing, but many for thinking that they may 
long continue a great commercial people. 

Political difputes may certainly arife, that 
may prove more dangerous than % trading 
ones. But it is not eafy to name any po- 
tentate, % who has the leaft probability of 
making conquefts on the JDutch. France, 
as long as they prelerve their neutrality, will 
have no intereft or inclination to quarrel 

with 
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wife them ; but in cafe of a Frencji w#r f 
other natipns would Aot allow France to 
make a cohqueft on them. Holland there- 
fore would never have to ftand finely againft 
France ; England, arid a considerable part of 
Germany, would be fure to be in alliance 
with her, which would form ftich an union 
that France^ in all probability, would never 
be able to overpower. The decay of the 
French power is fo clear and manjfeft, that 
fhe has more reafon to fear fuch an alliance* 
than- to hope advantages from fighting 
againft it. 

Some little difputes have happened within 
thefe fe,w years, which manifefted no good 
will in the King of Pruffia towards the Re- 
public ; but there is not any reafon to ima- 
gine, that they will ever break oyt into an 
open rupture;. the Dutch have nothing to 
fgay t from him. That monarch is well 
known to harbour too many ambitious de- 
figns ever to be allowed to march an army 
agaipft any of his neighbours, without a, 
force fufficient to repell him* being in readi- 
nefs : the powers of Germany would neves 
allow him to make any conquefts on the 
Dutch ; and a war which wiJl not bring ad- 
vantages, will never be undertaken by his 
Pruffian Majefty. In the prefent fyftem of 
B b % affairs 



atpjSrs in Germany, FVallce Wotild undoubt- 
edly march to the ^Mk^iof^b U piM\f> 9 
/Snd Certainly lo^|dtJEi& :<i> fHiktf in'od^lll^fijflfclfe 
'■negotiations of fuch in exertion of t\i$t iwfti 
'intercik, ;' But in cafe FftoGe^id-Hrtf^ 
fell into' an alliance, Abftrki Would ' * '1jfe 
fcqu&lly iiiterefted ih fklling Oti 3Hefh^ ; Wftfte 
the King was engbgsd in fo ciiftant an titf- 
dertakiitg ; to fey nothing of the <p&rt which 
Hanover, arid ttiany dthdr German Princes, 
wOiild take. 

Thete are no other potentates from whoift. 
the Dutch have any thing, even in i<Jea, to 
fear. ' And upoh the whtile, 'there Is fibt 'any 
^probability of thek being drawn into a Wfctf . 
The operations of the 9 aft were vetfjr general 
in Europe ; arid that betweenthe French iand 
Englifli clofe upon their frontiers ; y4t they 
efcaped from taking any part. Nothing but 
a violent determination In fonie Of the par- 
ties, to force them ftom'a neutrality, by at- 
tacking them, in cafe they do riot declare 
themfelves, will have the effect Of driving 
them from their pacific fyftenix; but fiichu 
cohduft in any party is extremely 'impro- 
bable. 

From every view that can be taken of the 

events which are likely to happen, I think 

there is good reafon to fuppofe, the affairs df 

-"- ■ -Holland 
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.^cJOb^d.will continue much iij the fame 

flafotjiey are at prefent. Their trSde will 
, ncjl; increafe ; it may rather decline, but not 
r lfangproufly ; they will avoid any quarrels 
..with their neighbours, and continue in 

wealth and peace probably for many years. 
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